Tu” 
1 oN — 
THE MIND, 


IN 


POWER or RELIGION 


RETIREMENT, AFFLICTION, 
| : AND AT 
THE APPROACH OF DEATH: 
TESTIMONIES AND EXPERIENCE 
> PERSONS Cy Tas. 
GR EATNESS, LEARNING, OR FIRTUE. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Tis immortality, — tis that alone, 
Amidſt life's pains, abaſements, emptiaeſs, 


The ſoul can comfort, elevate, and fill. YOUNG. 


— — — 


U 


TRE SIXTH EDITION, cox RECTED AND MUCH ENLARGED, 


——_— 8 


* —_— 


— 


YORK: 
Printed and ſold by W1isox, SPENCE, and MawmMan: 
Sold alſo by J. PutLLt1Ps, George-yard, Lombard-fircet, Londom 
Anno 1793. 


INTRODUCTION. 
—! 


Tin following ſmall collection was made, and 
is now produced, with a view to excite ſerious 
reffections on the unſatisfying and tranſitory na- 
ture of temporal enjoyments; and to promote A 
fervent concern for the attainment of that feli- 
city which will be ſure, complete, and permanent. 

Piety and virtue, even when abſtractedly con- - 
ſidered, are truly amiable, and appear worthy of 
our earneſt purſuit 3 but, when recommended by 
the lives and teſtimonies of eminent perſons, who 
have known the world, and experienced the 
emptineſs of its honours, wealth, and pleaſures, - 
they derive additional weight, and. conſtrain us 
to acknowledge, that indeed it is our greateſt 
happineſs to be religious. 

It is one of the many favours which a wiſe and 
gracious Providence hath conferred upon man- 
kind, that in every country, and perhaps in al- 
moſt every diſtrict throughout the earth, he has 
ſtationed ſome of his faithful ſervants, or return- 
ing prodigals, as witneſſes of his power and 
goodneſs, and as encouragers to a life of purity, 
| piety, and beneficence. 
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The following pages exhibit a few of thoſe 
ſtriking examples, which, in the quiet hour of 
reflection, may contribute to arreſt the careleſs 
#nd- wandering, to animate the ſincere and con- 
cerned, and to convince or diſcountenance thoſe, 
who have been unhappily led to oppoſe the high- 
eſt truths, and to forſake the fountain of all their 
bleſſings. 

May the conſideration of theſe inſtances lead 
us to ſerious and timely reflections on our own 
condition, and to a profitable communion with 
the greateſt and beſt of Beings, our divine and 
unerring Monitor; by which we ſhall experience 
a growing concern, that the end of our exiſtence 
may be fully anſwered, and the favour of an Al- 
mighty Friend fecured. May his gracious pro- 
tection be witneſſed at the cloſe of our day, when 
the ſhadows of the evening ſhall approach, the glit- 
tering vanities of the world be obſcured, ,and all 
its friendſhips and reſources be found unavailing. 

In that awful hour, this great ſupport will not 
only preſerve us from being diſtreſſed with | 
mournful retroſpects on the paſt, or with gloomy 
appreb<aſions of what is to come, but will afford 
the trueſt conſolation of mind, and enable us to 
look forward, with animating hope, toward thoſe 
kappy regions of peace and joy, which ſhall then 
be allotted for our perpetual inheritance. 
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THE Compiler of this Work having very conſider- 
eoly enlarged the preſent Edition, by the inſertion of a 
number of additional characters and teſtimonies, the 
Bookſeller will be under the neceſſity of advancing the 
price. But as the additions conſiſt of many inſtances of 
female excellence, (in which the former editions were 
defective), and of other inſtructiuve examples; in the 
choice of which, the introduction of a ſuitable variety 
of matter has been carefully attended to ; the Editor 
Hopes that theſe conſiderations will prove a ſufficient 
apology for enhancing” the price of the book : and the 
more ſo, as he receives no pecuniary advantage what 


ever from the publication. . 


Beſides the enla gement of this edition, with an ace 
ceſſion of freſh Characters, thoſe of the preceding one 
have been corrected and extended, and the arrange- 


ment ſo conducted, as to co-incide nearly with the order 


F time, and to diverſify the whole, 
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A TESTIMONY from che wiſe and experienced 
King SOLOMON, to the inſufficiency of the moſt 
ſplendid poſſeſſions, and the greateſt external 
proſperity, to produce true and permanent hap- 
pineſs, or to ſupport and relieve the mind in 
ſeaſons of diſtreſs, may ſuitably introduce thefe 
Memoirs. 1 
This illuſtrious prince, who, at one ſeaſon of 
his life, had flattered himſelf with great enjoy 
ments from the world and who, better. than 
moſt men, could compute their amount, gives us 
the reſult of his experience in, theſe memorable 
lines :——<T ſaid in my heart, I will prove thee 


cc with mirth, therefore enjoy pleaſure : and be- 
ce hold, this alſo is vanity. I ſaid of laughter, it 


& 
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is mad; and of mirth, what doth it? I made 
ce me great works, builded houſes, planted vine- 
cc yards, made gardens and orchards, planted trees 
ce in them of all kind of fruit: I got me ſervants 
© and maidens, alſo great poſſeſhons : I gathered 
© me ſilver and gold, and the peculiar treaſures 
ce of kings and provinces ; alſo men and women 
ce fingers, and the delights of the ſons of men, as 
* muſical inſtruments, and that of all ſorts. 801 
«was great, and increaſed more than all that were 


te before me in Jeruſalem, and whatſoever mine 


«eyes defired, I kept not from them: I withheld 


cc not mine heart from any joy. Then I looked 
eon the works which my hands had wrought, 
*© and behold, all was vanity and vexation of 
6e ſpirit.” 

After this repreſentation, he concludes with 
recommending the great end of our being, as 
that which will confer upon us here, the higheſt 
enjoyment and dignity of our nature, and pre- 
| « Fear 
God and keep his commandments, for this is 
the whole duty of man: for God ſhall bring 


„ 


pare us for endleſs felicity hereafter: 


c every work into judgment, whether it be good, 


« or whether it be evil.“ 
* 


Ignatius, Tuſtin.) ON TRE MIND, 3 


IGNATIUS, who lived within the firſt hundred 
years after Chriſt, (and who was torn in pieces by 
wild beaſts at Rome, for his religion) left this 
ſaying, amongſt others worthy of attention, be- 


ind him: 


There is nothing better than the 


6 peace of a good conſcience :”——intimating, 
there might be a peace to wicked conſciences, 
that are paſt feeling any thing to be evil, being 
hardened in the wickedneſs of the world. 

In his epiſtle to the churches at Epheſus, Mag- 


neſia, Trallis, and Rome, upon his martyrdom, 


he triumphantly ſays; Now I begin to be a 
«diſciple; I weigh neither viſible nor inviſible 


things, ſo that I may gain Chriſt.” 


JusrIN MaRTYR, a philoſopher, who received 
Chriſtianity five and twenty years atter the death | 
of Ignatius, declares, in the relation of his con- 
verſion to the Chriſtian faith. That the power 
of godlineſs in a plain fimple Chriſtian, had 
ce that influence and operation on his ſoul, that he | 
could not but betake himſelf to a ſerious and 


<« itrict life: and yet, before, he was a Cynic, 


a rigid ſect: and it gave him joy at his martyr- 
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dom, that he had ſpent his days as a ſerious 
teacher, and a good example. 

Euſebius relates of him“ That wk he 
cc was alſo a follower of Plato's doctrine, yet, when 
«he ſaw the Chriſtians piety and courage, he con- 
ce cluded, that no people were ſo temperate, leſs 

| > voluptuous, and more ſet on divine things; 
and this conſideration firſt induced him to be- 
come a Chriſtian. 


EucnNIUs IV. Pope of Rome, was tlie ſon of 
Angelo Condelmerio, but his proper name was 
Gabriel. He aſcended the Papal Throne from a 
low condition: in tife; and afterwards experienced, 


in the wars and tumults of his day, much of the 


viciſſitudes of this world, and the inſufficiency of 
power and ſplendour to confer-true peace and en- 
joyment of mind. 
The reflection he is ſaid to have made on his 
death-bed, is remarkable. Being ſurrounded by a 
company of monks, with a voice interrupted by 
| Hghs, and his face turned towards them, he ſaid-; 
O Gabriel, how much better would it have 
«been for thy ſoul's health, hadſt thou never been 


EY - 


Cbariet V.] oon THE MIND. 5 


e raiſed to the Purple or Pontificate; but con- 


« tinued a religious life in thy monaſtery.” 


CHARLES V. Emperor of Germany, King of 
Spain, and Lord of the Netherlands, was born at 
Ghent in the year 1500. | | 8 

He is ſaid to have fought ſixty battles, in moſt 
of which he was victorious z to have obtained fix 
triumphs, conquered four kingdoms, and to have 
added eight principalities to his dominions. An 
almoſt unparalleled inſtance of worldly proſperity, 
and the greatneſs of human glory. 

But all theſe fruits of his ambition, and all the 
honours that attended him, could not yielu him 
true and ſolid ſatisfaction. Reflecting on the 
_ evils and miſeries which he had occaſioned, and 
convinced of the emptineſs of - earthly magniſi- 
cence, he became diſguſted with all the ſplen- 
dour tliat ſurrounded him, and thought it his 
duty to withdraw from it, and ſpend the reſt of | 
his days in religious retirement. Accordingly, 
he voluntarily reſigned all his dominions to his 
brother and ſon; and after taking an affectionate 
and laſt farewel of his ſon, and a numerous re- 
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tinue of princes and nobility that reſpectfully 
attended him, he repaired to his choſen retreat; 
which was ſituated in a vale in Spain, of no great. 
extent, watered by a ſmall brook, and ſurrounded 
with riſing grounds covered with lofty trees. 

A deep ſenſe of his frail condition and great: 
imperfections, appears to have'imprefſed his mind 
in this extraordinary reſolution, and through the 
remainder of his life. As ſoon as he landed in 
Spain, he fell proſtrate on the ground, and con- 
ſidering himſelf now as dead to the world, he 
kiſſed the earth, and ſaid. “ Naked came I out 


« of my mcther's womb, and naked I now return 


© to thee, thou common mother of mankind!” 

In his. humble retreat he occupied his time in 
rclig.ous exerciſes and innocent employments 1 
and buried here, in ſolitude and ſilence, his 
grandeur, his ambition, together with all thoſe 
vaſt projects, which, for near lialf a century, had 
alarmed and agitated Europe; filling every king- 
dom in it, by turns, with the terror of his arms, 
and the dread of being ſubjected to his power. 
Far from taking any part in the political tranſ- 
actions of the world, he reſtrained his curioſity 
even from any inquiry concerning them; and 
he ſeemed to view the buſy ſcene which be had. 
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abandoned, with an elevation and indifference of 
mind, arifing from his thorough experience of 
its vanity, as well as from the-pleaſing reflection 
of having diſengaged himſelf from its cares and 
ſnares. | 

Here he enjoyed: more complete contentment, 
than all his grandeur had ever ggiclded him; 

a full proof of which he has left this ſhort, but 
That he had 


«© taſted more ſatisfaction in his ſolitude, in one 


comprehenſive teſtimony, viz. 


* day, than in all the triumphs of his former reign; 
cc and that the ſincere ſtudy, profeſſion, and 
e practice of the Chriſtian religion, had in it 
cc ſuch joys and ſweetneſs as courts were : ſtran- 


6 vers. to. 


— 


JANE, 3 OF Navannt 

Tais excellent Queen was the daughter of 
Henry II. King of Navarre, and of Margaret 
of Orleans, filter to Francis I. of that name, 
King of France. | 
From her childhood he was carefully educated 
. the Proteſtant religion, to which ſhe ſtedfaſtly 

adhered all her days. Biſhop Burnet lays of 

| 3 
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her, « That ſhe both received the reform- 
„ ation, and brought her ſubjects to it. That 
ﬆ« ſhe not only reformed her court, but her whole 
« principality, to ſuch a degree, that the Golden 
« Age ſeemed to have returned under her; or 
rather, Chriſtianity appeared again with the 
* purity and luſgre of its firſt beginnings,” 

This illuſtrious queen being invited to attend 
the nuptials of her ſon and the King of France's 
ſiſter, fell a ſacrifice to the machinations and | 
cruelty of the French court againſt the Proteſt» 
ant Religion. | 


That religious fortitude Py genuine piety, 
with which the was endued, did not, however, 
deſert her in this great conflict, and at the ap- 
proach of death. _ LS : 

To ſome that were about her, near the con- 
eluſion of her time, ſhe ſaid ;“ I take all this 
eas ſent from the hand of God, my moſt mer- 
« ciful Father: nor have I, during this extre- 
% mity, feared to die, much leſs murmured 
* againſt God for inflicting this chaſtiſement 
© upon me; knowing that whatſoever he does 
„ with me, he ſo orders it, as that, in the end, it 
os Yall turn to my Tg good.“ 
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When ſhe ſaw her ladies and women weeping 
about her bed, ſhe blamed them, ſaying, —— 
© Weep not for me, I pray you 3 for God doth, 
6 by this ſickneſs, call me hence to enjoy a better 
80 life; and now I ſhall enter into the deſired 
c haven, towards which this frail veſſel of mine 
© hath been a long time ſteering.” 

She expreſſed ſome concern for her children, 
as they would be deprived of her in their tender 
years; but added, « ] doubt not but God 
cc himſelf will be their Father and Protector, 2 
he hath ever been mine in my greateſt afflic- | 


« tions; therefore I commit them wholly to his 
„ government and fatherly care. I believe that 
« Chriſt is my only Mediator and Saviour, and I 
&« look for ſalvation from no other. O my God! 
«in thy good time, deliver me from this body 
« and death, and from the troubles of this pre- 
« ſent life, that I may attain to the felicity which 
« thou haſt promiſed to beſtow upon me.“ | 


— 
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| CARDINAL WoLsEy, the favourite of Henry 
VIII. was the moſt abſolute and wealthy mini- 
Ker of ſtate this kingdom ever had; and he ap- 
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peared in his time to govern Europe as well as 
England. He was the greateſt inſtance which 
many ages had produced, of the variety and incon- 
ftancy of human things, both in his riſe and fall. 
He held a great number of offices in the govern- 
ment, and his annual income was ſo extenſive, 
that it exceeded the revenues of the crown. 
But from this great height of power and ſplen- 
dour he was ſuddenly precipitated, being arreſted 
for high treaſon, and deprived of all his employ- * 
ments: which ſad reverſe fo affected his mind, 
| that it ſoon produced a ſevere illneſs, which put 
a a period to his days. A ſhort ſeaſon before he 
left the world, the review of his life, and a ſenſe 


of the miſapplication of his time and talents, drew 
from him this forrowful declaration: Had 
1 been as diligent to ſerve my God, as I have 
© been to pleaſe my king, he would not have | 
An affect 
ing admonition to thoſe who have the power F 


left me now in ny grey hairs.” 


and means of doing more than ordinary good in. 
the world, and do it not; which ſeems to have 
been the melancholy cafe and reflection of this 


great man. 


- - . 


P. Szangy. 9 ON THE MIN Pp. 11 
Sir PRIIIP SibxEx, a ſubject indeed of Eng- 
land, but who it 1s ſaid was choſen King of Po- 
land; whom Queen Elizabeth called her Philip; 
the Prince of Orange, his maſter; whoſe friend- 
ſhip the Lord Brooks was ſo proud of, that he 
would have it part of lis epitaph, —*© Here lies 
« Sir Philip Sidney's friend x whoſe death 
was lamented in verſe by the then kings of 


France and Scotland, and the two univerſities | 
of England: this great and accompliſhed perſon, 
on a juſt eftimate of things, near the time of 
his death, perceived that at this ſolemn period, 
when the mind 1s looking round for ſupport, all 
the honours and diſtinctions of the world are 
fruitleſs and unavailing. He repented ſo much 
of that witty vanity of his life, his Arcadia, 
that, to prevent the unlawful kindling of heats 
in others, he would have committed it to the 
flames himſelf. ; 

The counſel of this experienced man, on 
taking his laſt leave of his friends, is worthy | 


7 


of remembrance : 


« Love my memory; che- 
&* riſh my friends ; their faith to me may aſſure 
c you that they are honeſt; but above all, go- 
« vern your wills and affections by the will and 
* word of your Creator. In me behold the end 
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And in- 
deed, he was not much miſtaken in ſaying ſo, 
fince in him was to be ſeen the imperfection of 


of this world, and all its vanities.”- 


natural powers, polite learning, and worldly 


accompliſhments. His farewel ſeems ſpoken 


without terror, with a clear ſenſe, and ſound 
judgment. 


Sir Francis WALSINGHAM, one of the moſt 


refined and penetrating ſtateſmen that are known 


in hiſtory, flouriſhed in the reign of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, and had a great ſhare in promoting and 
accompliſhing the extraordinary meaſures which 
diſtinguiſhed that illuſtrious reign. 

When he approached the evening of life, he 
became deeply impreſſed with a ſolemn ſenſe. of 
the ſuperior importance of religion to ali other 
conſiderations; and in a letter to his fellow- 


ſecretary Burleigh, Lord Treaſurer of England, 


he addreſſed him in the following manner 
« We have lived enough to our country, our for- 
* tunes, our ſovereign: it is high time we begin 


« to live to ourſelves, and to our God.“ This 
giving occaſion for ſome court-droll to viſit and 
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« Ah!“ aid he, “ while we 


try to divert him, 


4 laugh, all things are ſerious round about us; 


I God is ſerious who preſerveth us, and hath 


« patience towards us; Chriſt is ſerious who ſhed 


© his blood for us; the Holy Ghoſt is ſerious 
* when he ſtriveth with us; the whole creation 


« jg ſerious in ſerving God and us; they are ſeri. 


Tousin -_ and in heaven: 3 how then can we 
2 be gay ? 


Anna Maria SCHURMAN was how at Cologne, 


in the year 1607. The powers of her under- 


ſtanding were very great, and ſhe employed them 
in the acquiſition of a large ſtock of literature. 


She was {killed in many languages; and the Latin, 


Greek, and Hebrew were ſo familiar to her, that 

ſhe not only wrote, but ſpoke them fluently, to 
the ſurpriſe of the moſt learned men. She had 
alſo a competent knowledge of the liberal arts 
and ſciences; and was held in high reputation 


by ſeveral perſons of the greateſt learning of 


her day. | 
In the latter part of her time, ſhe We more 
zcligiouſly diſpoſed, and expreſſed a defire to lay 
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—— 
down all the glory ſhe had acquired by means of 
theſe accompliſhments, that fo ſhe might obtain 
the favour of God, as her principal treaſure and 
cauſe of rejoicing. | 
After this change ſhe wrote an account of her 
fe in Latin, which contains ſome remarkable 
eircumſtances concerning herſelf, and come other 
religious perſons with whom ſhe was connected. 
During her laſt illneſs, the declared her full 
fatisfaCtion in the religious choice ſhe had made. 
After ſuffering much from the diſorder, ſhe ex- 
preſſed herſelf in the following manner ;—* 1 
have proceeded one ſtep further towards 
«« eternity, and if the Lord ſhall pleaſe to itte 


s creaſe my pains, it will be no cauſe of ſorrow z 
« the will of my God is all to me; I follow him. 
« How good is it to be in the hands of God 
« But it will be {till better for me, when I ſhall 
« enjoy more full communion with him, among 
the children of God, in the abodes of the 
e blefled. I have nothing more to deſire in this 
© world.” | | = 

In the laſt night of her life, ſhe ſaid to one who 


watched with her, « I hear a voice almoſt 


„ continually ſounding in the ear of my mind, 
« on this wiſe, a Chriſtian muſt ſuffer. This voice 


” . Majen.) ON THE MIND, 2 15 
« (ſhe added) comforts me in pains, and ſupports 
« me that I faint not. O how good it is to re- 
ic main in ſilence and patience before God! My 
“ moſt beneficent Father has not dealt vith me 
as with his ſervant Job; whoſe friends were 
e with him ſeven days in ſilence, and then ad- 
© dreſſed him with bitter words. But how ſweet 
« and full of comfort are the words which are 
« ſpoken to me!“ 5 


A STRONG teſtimony to the ſuperior excellency 
of religion, and to the vanity and unſatisfactorineſs 
of worldly enjoyments, is given by Sir Joun 
Masod, who, though but 63 years old at his death, 
yet had fiourithed in the reigns of four princes, 
(Henry VIII. Edward VI. Queens Mary and 
Elizabeth)—had been privy-counſellor to them 
alf, and an cye-witneſs of the various revolutions 
and viciſſitudes of thoſe times. Towards his 
latter end, being on his death-bed, he ſpoke thus 
to thoſe about him: % have lived to ſee five 


& Princes, and have been privy-counſellor to four 
© of them. TI have ſcen the moit remarkable 
| i things in foreign parts, and have been preſent 
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« at moſt ſtate tranſactions for thirty years 
« together: and 1 have learned this after fo 
e many years experience; that ſeriouſneſs is the 
« greateſt wiſdom, temperance the beſt phyſic, 
© and a good conſcience the beſt eſtate. And, 
*« were I to live again, I would change the court 
for a cloiſter, my privy-counſellor's buſtle for 
« an hermit's retirement, and the whole life I 
© have lived in the palace for an hour's enjoyment 
c of God in the chapel. All things elſe forſake 
« me, beſides my God, my duty, and my prayers.” 


SOLES — 


Sir WALTER RALEIGH is an eminent inſtance 
of true fortitude of mind, being as extraordinary 
a man as this country ever produced. He was 
well deſcended; of health, ſtrength, and a maſ- 
culine beauty; in underſtanding, he was quick; 
in judgment, ſound; learned, wiſe, and brave; 
an hiſtorian, philoſopher, a general, a ſtateſ- 
man. After a long life, full ef experience, he 
drops theſe excellent fayings a little before his 
death, to his ſon, to his wife, and to the world; 
viz.—* Seek not riches baſely, nor attain them 
*.by evil means: deſtroy no man for his wealth, 
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cc nor take any thing from the poor; for the cry 
cc thereof will pierce the heavens; and it is moſt 
cc deteſtable before God, and moſt diſhonourable 
e before worthy men, to wreſt any ching from 
© the needy and labouring foul : God will never 
« proſper thee if thou offendeſt therein; but uſe 
e thy poor neighbours and tenants well. Have 
© compaſſion on the poor and afflicted, and God 
« will bleſs thee for it: make not the hungry 
c ſoul ſorrowful; for if he curſe thee in the 
« bitterneſs of his ſoul, his prayer ſhall be heard 
cc of him that made him. 1 275 
Now, for the world, dear child, I know it too 
well to perſuade thee to dive into the practices 
«of it: rather ſtand upon thy own guard 
« again{t all thoſe that tempt thee to it, or may 
& practiſe upon thee, whether in thy conſcience, 
thy reputation, or thy eſtate. Reſolve that no 
« man is wiſe or ſafe, but he that is honeſt. 
«© Serve God; let him be the author of all thy 
ce actions; commend all thy endeavours to him, 
„ that muſt either wither or proſper them: 
c pleaſe him with prayer; leſt if he frown, he 
© confound all thy fortune and labour, like the 
c drops of rain upon the ſandy ground. Let my 
- experienced advice and fatherly inſtructions 
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« ſink deep into thy heart: ſo God direct thee in 


* all thy ways, and fill thy heart with his grace.” 


SIX WALTER RALEIGH's LETTER TO nis Wirz 


AFTER HIS CONDEMNATION» 


Vo ſhall receive, my dear wife, my laſt 
words, in theſe my laſt lines. My love I ſend you; 
that you may keep when I am dead and my coun- 


ſel, that you may remember it when I am no more. 


I would not, with my will, preſent you ſorrows, 


dear wife; let them go to the grave with me, and 
be buried in the duſt ; and, ſeeing that it is not 
the will of God that I ſhall ſee you any more,. 
bear my deſtruction patiently, and with an heart 
like yourſelf. Firſt, I ſend you all the thanks 
which my heart can conceive, or my words ex- 
-preſs, for your many travails and cares for me i 


for though they have not taken effect, as you 


wiſhed, yet my debt to you is not the leſs ; but. 
pay it I never ſhall' in this world. Secondly, I 


beleech you, for the love you bear me living, 


that you do not hide yourſelf many days; but by 


your travails ſeek to help my miſerable fortunes, 


and the right of your poor child: your mourn- 


ing cannot avail me who am but .duſt. Thirdly, 


you ſhall underſtand, that my lands were con- 


* .es 1 
" $f , ne 1 . 
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veyed, bona fide, to my child; the writings were 


drawn at Midſummer was a twelve month, as 
divers can witnefs; and I truit my blood will 
quench their malice who defired my ſlaughter, 
that they will not ſeek to kill you and yours 
with extreme poverty. 


« To what friend to direct you, I krow not; - 


for all mine have left me in the true time of trial : 
moſt ſorry am I, that being ſurpriſed by death, 
I can leave you no better eſtate; God hath pre- 
vented all my determinations ; that great God, 
which worketh all in all. If you can live free 


from want, care for no more, for the reſt is but 


vanity. Love God, and begin betimes; in him 


ſhall you ſind true and endleſs comfort: when 
8 you have travailed and wearied yourſelf with all 
forts of worldly cogitations, you ſhall fit down 


by ſorrow ia the end. Teach your ſon alſo to 
fear and ſerve God, whilſt ke is young, that the 
fear of God may grow up in him; then will 
God be an huſband to you, and a father to him: 
a huſband and father that can never be taken 


from you. 


«© Dear wife, I beſeech you, for my ſoul's ſake, 
pay all poor men. When I am dead, no doubt 
you will be much ſought unto; for the world 


9 — 
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thinks I was very rich: have a care of the fair 


pretences of men; for no greater miſery can be- 


fal you in this 1 


I am no more yours, nor you mine: death has 


cut us aſunder, and God hath divided me from 


the world, and you from me. Remember your. 
poor child, for his father's ſake, who loved you 
in his happieſt ſtate. I ſued for my life, but, 
God knows, it was for you and yours that I de- 
fired it: for know it, my dear wife, your child 
is the child of a true man, who in his own re- 
ſpect deſpiſcth death, and his miſ-ſhapen and ugly 
forms. I cannot write much; God knows how 


hardly I ſteal this time, when all are aſleep: and 


it is alſo time for me to ſeparate my thoughts 


from the world. Beg my dead body, which living 
was denied you; and either lay it in Sherborne, - 


or in Exeter church, by my father and mother. 


« I can ſay no more; time and death call me 


away. The everlaſting God, powerful, infinite, 


and inſerutable; God Almighty, who is goodneſs 


itſelf, the true light and life, keep you and yours, 
and have mercy upon me, and forgive my perſe-- 
cutors and falfe accuſers, and ſend us to meet in 
lus glorious kingdom. My dear: wife, farewell 


than to become a prey unto 


the world, and A ter to be deſpiſed. As for me, 


LESS; 2b, 
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bleſs my boy, pray for me, and let my true God 
hold you both in his arms. | 


« Yours that was, but not ag mine own, 


*CATHARINE-BRETTERG was born in Cheſhire, 


about the year 1580, and was the daughter of 


John Bruen, Eſq. of Bruen Stapleford. From 


a child, ſhe was much employed in reading the 


Holy Scriptures, which ſhe found of great uſe 


and comfort to her. She was moderate and 
ſober in the enjoyment of the good things of this 


life; and carefully avoided the vain pleaſures and 


faſhions in which many greatly delight them- 


ſelves. The ſociety of religious people was very 
comfortable and pleaſant to her; and it appears 
khat, from her childhood to the end of her days, 


ſhe was concerned to live in the fear of God, and 


to walk before him with a perfect heart. 


This excellent woman, in the beginning of her 
laſt ſickneſs, was permitted to labour under great 


exerciſe and conflict of ſpirit; but the was mer- 


cifully ſupported under this trial; and the victory 
was, in due time, graciouſly given her. | 
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Her dependence on the Fountain of Wiſdom 


and Strength, for relief from this trying ſtate of 


mind, is evidenced by, the following pious and 
* O Lord God of my ſalva- 


fervent prayer 


- © tion, help my weakneſs; plead thou my cauſe, 


« God of Truth, for in thee do I truſt. O 
© bleſfed Saviour, perfect the work, I humbly 
© beſeech thee, which thou haſt begun in me! 
At another time, after ſhe had experienced de- 
liverance from this conflict, ſhe expreſſed herſelf 
« Oh, my God, 
ce pleſſed be thy name for evermore, who haſt 
© ſhewed me the path of life. Thou didſt, O 


* Lord, hide thy face from me for a little ſeaſon, 


in the following manner: 


but with everlaſting mercy thou haſt had com- 
© paſſion on me. And now, bleſſed Lord, thy 


©« comforting preſence is come; yea, Lord, thou 
© haſt had reſpect to thy handmaid, and art 
* come with fullneſs of Joy and abundance of 
32 conſolation.” | 

When ſhe was near her end, her ſtrength and 
voice being very feeble, ſhe. lifted up her eyes, 
and with a ſweet countenance, and {till voice, 
ſaid, 
<« jniquities are pardoned. Lord, whom have I in 
© heaven but thee? And I have none on carth 


3 


oy My. Warfare is accompliſhed, and my 
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< befides thee. My fleſh faileth, and my heart 
« alſo; but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever. He that preſerveth Ja- 
“e cob, and defendeth his II he is my God, 
and will guide me unto death, en = O 


Preſently after theſe words, without any mo- 


tion of body, ſhe yielded up her ſoul in peace to 
her Creator. 


Louis, Duke of Orleans, PEE expreſſed the 
delight he found in piety and devotion— “J 
* know by experience, that ſublunary grandeur, 


“and ſublunary pleaſure, are deluſive and vain ; 


© and are always infinitely below the conceptions 
© we form of them: but, on the contrary, ſuch 
ec happineſs, and ſuch complacency may be found 


ce in devotion and piety, as tlie ſenſual mind has 
no idea of.“ | 
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EXTRACT OP A-LETTER, WRITTEN BY THE EARL OF 
ESSEX, TO RIS PARTICULAR FRIEND THE EART. 
or SOUTHAMPTON, $OME. TIME BEFORE HIS 
DEATH, = 


ce Wi rn reſpect to your natural gifts and abi- 
lities, remember, Firſt, that you have nothing 
which you have not received. Secondly, that 
you poſſeſs them, not as a lord over them, but as 
one who mult give an account for them. Thirdly, 
if you employ them to ſerve this world, or your 
own worldly delight, which the prince of this 
world will ſeek to entertain you with; it is in- 
gratitude, it is injuſtice, yea, it is perfidious 
treachery: for what would you think of ſuch a 
ſervant of yours, who ſhould convert your goods, 
committed to his charge, to the advantage or ſer- 
vice of your greateſt enemy? And what do you 
leſs than this with God; ſince you have all from 
him, and know that the world, and the prince 
thereof, are at continual enmity with him. 
Therefore, if ever the admonition of your trueſt - 
friend ſhall be heard by you; or if your country, 
which you may ſerve in ſo great and many things, > 
be dear unto, you; if your God, whom you muſt: 
(if you deal truly with yourſelf ) acknowledge to 
be powerful over all, and juſt in all, be feared by 
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you; yea, if you be dear unto yourſelf, and pre- 
4 fer an everlaſting happineſs before a pleaſant 
3 dream, out of which you muſt ſhortly awake, 
4 and then repent in the bitterneſs of your ſoul: 
4 if any of theſe things be regarded by you, then, 
1 ſay, call yourſelf to account for what is paſt; 


cancel all the leagues you have made, without 


$ the warrant of a religious conſcience z . make a 
; regular covenant with your God, to ſerve him 

1 with all your natural and ſpiritual, inward and 
outward gifts and abilities: and then he, who 
N 7 is faithful and cannot lie, and hath promiſed to 
; I honour thoſe who honour him, will give you 
oY A | that inward peace of ſoul, and true joy of heart, 
. 3 which, till you have, you will never reſt; and. 
1 1 which, when you have, you ſhall never be ſhaken; 
1 and which you can never attain to any other 
1 Way. . 

| cc EsSEX.“ 

1 DS 
t - | | 
2 HxRx, Prince of Wales, eldeſt ſor to King | 
8, James the Firſt, of whom many excellent things | 
{: ane recorded, had, notwithſtanding, . when he 
to drew near his concluſion, to lament the mif- 


by -amproyement of his time. A perſon whom he 
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< 


loved, and who had 1 the companion of his 


8 diverſions, being with him in his ſickneſs, and 
aſking him, —“ How he did,“ -was, amongſt 


many other ſober expreſſions, anſwered thus: — 
46 Ah, Tom! J in vain wiſh for that time I loſt 


cc with thee and others, in vain recreations.” 


So Vain were recreations, and ſo precious was 


time to a prince, and no ordinary one neither, 


upon a dying-bed. 
But why wiſhed he, with others, for more 


time, but that it might be better employed? 


Thus hath the holy Spirit of God, in men, 


throughout all generations, convinced them of 


their vanity and folly upon their dying-beds, 
who, before, were too much occupied with tem- 


poral purſuits, to mind the great concerns of eter- 
nity. But when their days were almoſt num 
bered; when mortality haſtened on them; when 


the revelation of the righteous judgment was at 
the door, and all theiv worldly recreations and 
enjoyments mult be parted. with; O then! the 
holy witneſs had room to plead with conſcience : 
: then, nothing but a pure, ſtrict, and religious life, 
was valuable; then all the world for a little time, 
though before they had given all their time. for. A 
little of a vain world. 


* Yi * * * D 
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But if ſo ſhort a repreſentation of the inconſiſt- 
ency of the vanities of the world, with the Chri- 
ſtian life, could make ſo deep an impreſhon, as 

it has upon numbers, at that awakening period; 

to what a noble ſtature had they been grown, in 

pious and heavenly knowledge; and how much 

greater had their rewards been, if they had ſea- 

ſonably relinquiſhed thoſe periſhing entertain- 

ments of the world, and given their minds to the 

1 tuition and guidance of that grace of God, which 

| had ſo long ſhined in darkneſs, uncomprehended 

3 of it, and which was at laſt but juſt perceived 

to give a fight of what they had been "— all 
„ : their days! | 

| What a ſource of conſolation, in . evening 

2 of life, to know that we have timely laboured to 

q improve our talents, and to have our lamps 

burning | But how unſpeakably diſtreſſing, at 

that ſeaſon, to look back on repeated convictions 


: of mind, and numerous admonitions, diſregard- 
5 ed; and to reflect, that 
Ry, ended, the harveſt is over, and we are not | 
„ gathered!” 


e the ſummer 13 
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Joux, Lord HARRINGTON, was the eldeſt fon of 1 
that Lord Harrington, to whom King James the 
Firſt committed the education of his eldeſt 
daughter, the Princeſs Elizabetn. | ä \ | 

He had excellent natural ddowments, and 3 
had acquired a conſiderable ſtock of uſeful learn- 
ing; but was moſtly eminent for his knowledge 
in the work of his ſalvation. : | 

He manifeſted a principle of true life in his 
heart, by his love to all who were truly religious. h 
And ſo great was his compaſſion for his fellow- 
creatures in neceſſity, that he gave the tenth-part þ 
of his yearly income to charitable uſes. \ 

At the beginning of his laſt ſickneſs, he ſtrong- 4 
ly apprehended that death would be the end of 4 
it, and accordingly prepared for the grave. 5 

He declared his faith in, and undoubted hope = 
of, ſalvation by Chriſt ; and ſaid, with much 
cheerſulneſs, that cc he feared not death in 
ce what ſhape ſoever it might aſſail him.“ In 
the midſt of many heavenly things, which drop- 

ped from time to- time from his mouth, he de- 


fired to be diſſolved, and to be at home with the 
Lord; declaring, not above two hours before his 
death, that——*© he ſtilk felt the comfort and 
joys of aſſured ſalvation, by Chriſt Jeſus.” nn 


8 
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And when the hour of his departure was come, 


he ſaid, “ O, that joy! O, my God! when 


« ſhall I be with thee ?? ——And with the like 
words, expreſſive of a tender | heavenly frame of 


mind, he peacefully expired. 


* % - 
— — — * 
\ 
} : 


Sir HENRY WoTTox, an Engliſhman, eminent 
for learning and his knowledge in ſtate affairs, 
was born in the year 1568. He was many 
times employed as ambaſſador to ſeveral of the 
European ſtates, and diſcharged the truſt re- 
poſed in him, with ability, and to the ſatisfaction 
of the King. He enjoyed the favour of James; 
and was much eſteemed and admired by his co- 
temporaries. Notwithſtanding theſe honours, he 
declared, that- 


cc neſs of his life, to be at leiſure to be, and to do 


« jt was the greateſt happi- 


good.“ -—Though he was eſteemed for ſo- 


briety and wiſdom, yet towards the end of his 


days, when he reflected on his paſt time, he was 
accuſtomed to repeat this intereſting declaration : 


How much time have I to repent of, and- 
" « how little to do it in!” 
C3 
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Sir CHRISTOPHER Harrod, a little before 
his death, adviſed his relations to be ſerious in 
ce the will of God in the 
« holy word: For,” ſaid he, “it is deſervedly 


the ſearch after 


« accounted a piece of excellent knowledge to 


« underſtand the law of the land, and the cuſ- 
« toms of a man's country: how much more ſo 


©« to know the ſtatutes of heaven, and the laws 


«© of eternity, thoſe immutable and eternal laws 
of juſtice and righteouſneſs ;—to know the will 
& and pieaſure of the great Monarch and univer- 
«ſal King of the world: —I have ſeen an end of 
« all perfeQion, but thy commandments, O God 
cc are exceeding broad.” 

Whatever other knowledge a man may be en- 
dued with, could he, by a vaſt and penetrating 


mind, comprehend all the knowledge of art and 


nature; could he acquire all languages, and 


found the depth of all arts and ſeiences; could 


he deſcribe the intereſt of all ſtates, the in- 


trigues of all courts, the reaſon of all civil laws 
and conſtitutions, and give an account of all 
hiſtories ; and yet not know the Author of his be- 
ing, and the Preſerver of his life, his fovereign, and 
his judge; his beſt friend, and ſureſt refuge in 
trouble; the ſupport of his life, and the hope of 
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his death; his future happineſs, and his portion 
for ever; he doth but, with a great deal of 


knowledge, go down to deſtruction. 


Sir Tous SwrrH, Secretary. of State to 
Queen Elizabeth, a quarter of. a year before his 
death, ſent to his friends, the Biſhops of Win- 
cheſter and Worceſter, and intreated them to 
draw him, out of the word of God, the plaineſt 


and exacteſt way of making his peace with him; 


adding, that“ it was lamentable, men con- 
« ſidered not for what end they were born into 
ce the world, till they were ready to go out of it.” 
It is truly a. ſorrowful reflection, that the pur- 
ſuits of this life, and the love of the world, are 
often ſo much indulged, as to captivate the mind, 
and charm it into a flate of inſenſibility to the 
great end of its exiſtence. How much wiſer 
and happier ſhould we be, if we engaged in 
temporal concerns with moderation and reſtraint, 
the true way to extract all their good, and conſi- 
dered ourſelves as ſtrangers and pilgrims travelling 
towards a better country; inſtead of being occu- 
pied, under continual anxiety and frequent diſ- 
appointments, in the deluſive chace of intereſt 
N Ca | 
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and pleaſure, . until the ſcene is nearly cloſed, 
and the mind left to the * of a melancholy 
retroſpect | | | 

The flood of time is faſt approaching, and will. 
ſoon paſs. over us, and bury, in ſilence and obli- 


vion, all our buſy, faſcinating ſchemes and en- 


gagements z and leave nothing to ſurvive the 


wreck, but virtue and goodneſs, and the con- 
ſciouſneſs of divine favour. What urgent mo- 
tives for correcting our terreſtrial aims and la- 
bours, and for ſtriving to become heirs of that 
kingdom, whoſe honouts and enjoyments ars 
perfect, and will laſt for ever | 


Doctor Donne, was 4 perſon of great parts 
and learning, and in particular favour with King 
James the Firſt, as well as much reſpected and 
viſited by the great men of his day. When the 
time of his departure from this world drew near, 

being upon his death-bed, and taking a ſolemn 
farwel of his friends, he made this weighty de- 


claration to them: “ I repent of all my life, 


« but that part of it which I ſpent in commu- 


te nion with God, and in doing good.” 


SE. 
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PriLie III. King of Spain, when he drew 
near the end of his days, ſeriouſly reflecting on 
his paſt life, and greatly affected with the re- 
membrance of his mis-ſpent time, expreſſed his 
„ Ah! how 
« happy would it have been for me, had I ſpent 
« theſe twenty-three years, that I have held my 


deep regret in theſe terms: 


& kingdom, in a retirement!“ 


The following declaration, made to his con- 
feflor, ſhews that, at this period, he perceived 
the divine protection and. favour to be the only 
« My 


© concern is for my ſoul, not for my body. I 


ſource of conſolation and : ſupport : 


ce lay all that God has given me, my dominion, 
ce power, and my lie, at the feet of Jeſus Chriſt 
«© my Saviour.“ 


GonDamoR, Philip the Third's Ambaſſador in 
England, and held the ableſt man of his time, 
was a perſon who took great freedom as to re- 
ligion in his politics, and ſcrupled not to ſerve 
his ends by any means that would conveniently 
accompliſh them. 

Towards his latter end, he grew very thought 
ful of — mer conduct; ; and after all his ne- 

C5 
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gociations and ſucceſſes in buſineſs, he. became 
1o humbled, under a ſenſe of his weakneſs and 
errors, that he ſaid to one of his friends; j «T 
& fear nothing in the world more than fin,” — 
And he often declared, that « he had rather 
& endure hell than ſin. 80 clear and ſtrong 
were his convictions, and ſo excceding ſinful did 

ſin appear to him, * a ſerious conſideration. 
of his ways. 


\ 


| CARDINAL RICRHLIEU was a native of France; 
and born in the year 1588. He was a great fa- 
vourite of the King, and was advanced by him 
to be his firſt Miniſter of State. Being a man of 
prodigious capacity, and of a reſtleſs and inſati- 
able ambition, he formed to himſelf vaſt deſigns ; _ 
and this rendered his life a ſeries of agitations 
and inquietudes. But after he had given law to all ; 
Europe for many years, and had arrived at the cool 
and retroſpective period, he confeſſed to old Peter 
de Moulin, the famous French Proteſtant, that— 
being forced upon many irregularities, by that 
« which they call reaſon of ſtate, he could not 
« tell how to ſatisfy his conſcience for ſeveral: 
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ce things; and therefore had many temptations to 
doubt and diſbelieve a God, another world, 
« and the immortality of the ſoul, thereby to 
cc relieve his mind from any diſquiet, but in 
« yain: ſo ſtrong,” he ſaid, © was the no- 
«© tion of God on his ſoul, ſo clear the impreſſion 
* of him upon the frame of the world, ſo unani- 
© mous the conſent of mankind, ſo powerful the 
* convictions of his own conſcience, that he 
«could not but taſte the power of the world to 
© come—and ſo live, as one that mult die; and fo 
« die, as one that muſt live for ever.” 
The ſolemn ſtate of his mind being obſerved 
by one who. came to ſee him, he was aſked, 


why he was ſo ſad? to which he replied ; 


«The ſoul is a ſerious thing; it muſt be Selen | 


5. ſad here, for a moment, or be ſad for ever.” 


CanDbNAL Mazarixe, firſt Miniſter of: State 
in France, was conſpicuous for the greatneſs of 
his abilities, and his knowledge of the world. 
He was reputed to be the moſt profound ſtateſ- 
man of his time, and gave great proofs of it in 
the ſucceſſes of the French crown, under his F 
Miniſtry. . | 

E. 
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( Oxenſtiern. 


His aim was the grandeur of the world, to 


which he made all other conſiderations ſubmit: 


but, poor man | he was of another mind, a ſhort. 


time before his death : for being awakened by 


the ſmart laſhes of conſcience, which repreſented 


his ſoul's condition to be very diſmal, with aſto- 


niſhment and tears. he cried out, my 


poor foul ! what will become of thee ? Whither | 


« wilt thou go ?” 
To the Queen Mother of France, Sho came 


to viſt him, and who had been his friend at | 


court, he expreſſed himſelf in theſe terms; 


« Madam, your favours have undone me: were 


« to live again, I would be a capuchin, rather. 


« than a courtier.” 


OxENSTIERN, Chancellor of Sweden, wag a 
perſon of the firſt quality, ſtation, and ability in 
his own country; and his ſhare and ſucceſs, not 


only in the chief miniſtry of affairs! in that king 
dom, but in the greateſt negociations of Europe, 
during his time, made him no leſs conſiderable 


abroad. 


Being viſited in his retreat from public buſi- 


ness, by Commiſſioner Whitlock, Ambaſſador: 


* 


Ro: 
. BY 
« 
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from England to Queen Chriſtiana, in the con- 
cluſion of their diſcourſe he ſaid to the Ambaſſa- 


dor; ; 
© of this world, but I never knew how to live 


« J have ſeen much, and enjoyed much 


« till now. I thank my good God, who has 
* given me time to know him, and to know 
« myſelf. All the comfort I have, and which is 
<« more than the whole world can give, is—feel- 
« ing the good Spirit of God in my heart, and 
- 08 reading in this good book, (holding up che 
66 Bible) that came from it.“ | 

This enlightened and experienced man fur. 
ther addreſſed the Ambaſſador as follows: 
« You are now in the prime of your age and 


e vigour, and in great favour and buſineſs; but 
5 all this will leave you, and you will. one day 
better underſtand and reliſh what I fay to you; 
and then you will find, that there is more wiſ- 
“ dom, truth, comfort, and pleaſure, in retiring 
* and turning our heart from the world, to the 
good Spirit of God, and in reading the Bible, 
* than in all the courts and favours of princes.” 
This I had, (ſays Wm. Penn) as near as I 
am able to remember, from the Ambaſſador's 
own mouth, more than once. A very remark-- 


able and edifying account, when we conſider . 
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from whom it came; one of the greateſt and 
wiſeſt men of his age, while his underſtanding. 
was as found and vigorous, as his „ 


and knowledge were great. 


Joan SELDEN, a native of Suſſex, and born 
in the year 1 584, was one of the greateſt ſcholars 
and antiquaries of his time, inſomuch, that he 
was ſtyled—“ The great Dictator of Learning 
«-to the Engliſh Nation.“ —He Ilaboriouſly em- 
ployed himſelf in taking an extenſive ſurvey of 
the knowledge and learning which had been 
poſſeſſed by the Jews, Heathens, and Chriſtians. 

This celebrated man, toward the end of his 
days, in a conference with Biſhop Uther, de- 
clared, that —“ notwithſtanding he had been 
*« ſo laborious in his inquiries, and curious in his 
& collections, and had poſſeſſed himſelf of a trea- 
&« ſure of books and manuſcripts upon all ancient 
« ſubjects; yet he could reſt his foul on none, 


« ſave the Scriptures :”——and that above all, 


that paſſage lay moſt remarkably upon his ſpirit; . 
For the grace of God 
that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared unto all 


Titus ii. 11, 12, &c. 
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men; teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs 
c and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
“ righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent world; 
91 „looking for that bleſſed hope and glorious ap- 

« pearing of the great God, and our Saviour 
& Jeſus Chriſt z who gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
« unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
„ works.”—— And, indeed, it is one of the moſt 
comprehenſive paſſages in the Scriptures; for it 
compriſes the end, mann, and FECOMPENCE. of 
Chriſtianity. | 


Hoco GroTivs, a native of Holland, was 
born in the year 1583. He is ſaid to have been 
the brighteſt genius ever recorded of a youth, 
in the learned world. Nature beſtowed on him 
a great comprehenſion, a ſolid judgment, and a 
wonderful memory; and theſe extraordinary na- 
tural endowments, had all the advantages that 
education could confer upon them. In ſhort, he 
was a perſon of very eminent talents, and he is 
highly celebrated for his extenſive learning, and 
univerſal knowledge“ He was a light,” —ſay 
the Stateſmen; „A light,” ſay the Chucchmen 
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too; witneſs his noni and his work, (De Jure 3 
Belli et Pacisz” his “ Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion,” and elaborate © Commentaries on 
the Scriptures.” 
> After all his attainments, reputation, and 16. 
bours, he winds up his life and choice in this me- 


morable declaration“ I would give all my 


&« learning and honour, for the plain integrity of 
« John Urick, who was a religious poor man, that 
- ſpent eight hours of his time in prayer, eight 


« in labour, and but eight in men lleep, and 
| © other neceſlaries.” 8 1 
| Juo one that admired his great induſtry, he re- | 
| turned an anſwer, to this effect“ Ah! Se p 
_ © have conſumed much of my life, in laboriouſly 
And to another, that in- 


« doing nothing.” 
quired of his wiſdom and learning, what courſe 
to take, he ſolemnly anfwered,—* Be ſerious.” 

In his laſt fickneſs, which: was of ſhort du- 
ration, he appears to have been tranquil, and re- 
ſigned to the will of God. He expreſſed his 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and declared, that his hope 
reſted upon him. To one that mentioned to 
him the Publican ſpoken of in the Goſpel, he 
humbly replied, “ I am that Publican ;”—and 
ſoon after expired. . 


4 


8 Grotius. » ON THE MIND, Eo 


Without a particular alluſion to the caſe of 
this great man, we may remark, that when great 
talents and learning are, from pure motives, and 
in true humility, conſecrated to the ſervice of 
truth and religion, they become acceptable offer- 
ings in the divine fight, and often eminently 
promote the good of mankind. But when we 
miſapply theſe qualifications, make them ſubſer- 

vient to pride and vanity, or attribute to them an 
efficacy, in producing virtue and happineſs, that 
does not belong to their nature; they occaſion 
us to confume our time in earneſtly doing no- 
thing, or that which is worſe than nothing; and 
they lay the foundation for bitter regret in the 
winding up of life. | 

The worth and importance of thoſe advantages 
are lamentably over-rated, if our eſtimation of 
them is ſo high, and purſuit ſo earneſt, as to diſ- 
poſe us to undervalue, to poſtpone, or diſregard, 
that moſt intereſting junction of our Lord. 
« Seek ye firſt (early, and in preference to all 
« other things) the kingdom of God, and his 
&« righteouſnefs :?——remembering that this is 
the one thing needful.” : 

— Whilſt the mind is occupied with the- variety 
and intricacy of ſpeculation and literary engage- 


* 
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ments, and the heart elated with the flattering 
diſtinctions which they produce, we may not be 
ſufficiently aware of the tendency to that fatal 
effect : but when the cloſe of our day approaches, 
and the retroſpect of life is made; when the 
ardour of purſuit has abated, and the deluſions 
of vanity and paſſion. are at an end; we ſhall 
form a true eſtimate of. the worth of all fublu- 
nary attainments and poſſeſſions. We ſhall then, 
if not before, perceive that, to have our converſa- 
tion in the world; with ſimplicity and godly 
fincerity ; to receive the kingdom of heaven as a 
little child; and to ſecure an incorruptible and 
immortal inheritance; are things of infinitely 
greater moment, than merely to poſſeſs all the 
acompliſhments f mind and body that this 
world can beſtow. = 
As it is, therefore, our higheſt wiſdom, may 
it alſo be our greateſt concern, ſeaſonably to an- 
ticipate theſe reflections; and ſo to temper and 
regulate all our ſtudies, and all the engagements 
of this life, that they may co-incide with, and 
promote the great end of our being! 
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SALMASIUS, a man of very uncommon abilities, 


and extenſive erudition, was deſcended of an an- 


\ cient and honourable family in France. He 


wrote many volumes of literature, and acquired 
a celebrated name in the republic of letters. In 
ſhort, he was eſteemed to be the moſt conſum- 
mate ſcholar of his time. | 

| When he arrived at the evening of hfe, and 
had to reflect on the work of his day, he ac- 
knowledged, that he had miſtaken true learning, 
and that in which ſolid happineſs conſiſted, and 
exclaimed thus againſt himſelf :——* Oh! I 


& have loſt a world of time; time that moſt pre- 


5 cious thing in the world ! whereof, had I but 
one year more, it ſhould be ſpent in David's 
« Pſalms, and Paul's Epiſtles, Oh! Sirs,” ſaid 
he to thoſe about him, „ mind the world leſs, 
* and God more: The fear of the Lord, that is 
« wiſdom and to depart from evil, that is un- 
4“ ſtanding.” | ST 


A. RiveTus was a man of great underſtand= 
ing, and much reverenced in the Dutch nation. 
After a long life of ſtudy, in ſearch of divine 
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knowledge, being on his death- bed, and con- 


verſing upon heavenly things, he brake forth in 


this manner: 


« himſelf in ten days ſickneſs, than I could obs - 
© tain by all my labour and ſtudies. He has 


«© made me to go home into myſelf, where I was 


« not before; for I was in the world. But I 
am now in the ſchool of the Lord.“ Plain 
and ſimple are the means to the knowledge of 
God and his holy will; when we come to be in 


earneſt, and our hearts are ſincerely concerned 


to know and obey it.“ The wayfaring man; 


though a fool, (in the world's — hall 


© not err therein. * 


FRANcis JUNIUS, an ingenious perſon, who 
hath written his own life, as he was reading 


Tully de Legibus, fell into a perſuaſion, N:hi/ 


curare Deum, nec ſui, nec alien ; till in a tumult 


at Lyons, the Lord wonderfully delivered him 


from imminent death; ſo that he was forced to 
acknowledge a Divine Providence therein. 


When his father heard of the dangerous ways 


that his ſon was led into, he ſent for him home, 


« God has taught me more of 
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where he carefully and piouſly inſtructed him, 
and cauſed him to read over the New Teſtament 


of which himſelf writes thus :!!—<« When I 


« opened the New Teſtament, I firſt lighted 
cc upon John's firſt chapter In the beginning 
cc was the word, S .—1 read part of the chap- 
&© ter, and was ſuddenly convinced, that the di- 
« vinity of the argument, and the majeſty and 
& authority of the writing, did very much excel 


c all the eloquence of human writings : my body 


t trembled, my mind was aſtoniſhed, and was 


60 o affected all that day, that I knew not where 
« and what I was. Thou waſt mindful of me, 


O my God! according to the multitude of thy 
- £6 mercies, and did{t. call home thy loſt ſheep 
e into the fold.” —— And, as - Juſtin Martyr for- 


merly, ſo he now declared, that“ the power 


« of godlineſs, in a plain, ſimple Chriſtian, 


„„ wrought ſo upon him, that he could not but 
take up a ſtrict and a ſerious life.“ | 


: WILLIAM Cow ER, Biſhop of Galoway, when 


near the end.of his days, thus expreſſed his re- 


| bgious faith and hope, to his weeping friends 
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around him ——< Death is ſomewhat dreary ;_ 
« and the ſtreams of that Jordan, between us and 
© our Canaan, run with great force; but they 
& ſtand ſtill when the ark comes.” 

When the concluding ſcene of life is approach- 
ing, under the trials and diſtreſſes peculiar to 
that affecting period, the moſt powerful, and 
indeed the only true ſupport and conſolation, 
vill be found in the ſenſe of divine favour, and 
in a ſteady faith, that all our ſorrows will termi- 
nate with time, and our ſpirits be admitted into 
that kingdom, where we ſhall live and rejoice 
for ever. | 


Sir HENRY Vans was born about the year 
1612, and was poffeſſed of abilities of the firſt 
rate, and an extenſive knowledge of mankind. 

In his youth he was too much addicted to com- 
pany, and cared little for ſerious things; but on 
reading a book called“ The Signs of a Godly 
Man,” —and being convicted in himſelf that they 
were juſt, but that he had no ſhare in any one of 
them, he fell into ſuch extreme anguiſh and horror, 
that for ſome days and nights, he took little food 
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or reſt. This at once diflolved bis old friend- 
ſhips, and made thoſe religious impreſſions and 


reſolutions, which neither univerſity, courts, 


Princes, nor parents, nor any loſſes nor diſap- 


pointments that theatened his new courſe of life, 
could weaken or alter. And though this laid 
him under ſome diſadvantages for a time, yet 
his great integrity and abilities broke through 
_ that obſcurity; ſo that thoſe of very different 
ſentiments did not only admire him, but very 
often defired him to accept the moſt eminent ne- 
- gociations of his country; which he ferved, ac- 
cording to his own principles, v with great ſucceſs, 


and a remarkable ſelf-denial. 


This great man's maxim was,. —“ Religion 


'« is the beſt maſter, and the beſt friend; for it 


4 makes men wiſe, and will never leave them, 


ce that never leave it; which he found true 


in himſelf : for it made him wiſer than choſe that 
had been his teachers, and gave him a ſupport 


and hope that could not be ſhaken. This was 
the judgment, as well of foreigners, as of others, 
who had the curioſity to ſee him die: at which 


awful ſeaſon, he verified ſome former meditations 


of his own, viz — The day of death 1s the 


60 judge of all our other days; the very trial and 
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&© touchſtone of the actions of our lives. It is 
ce the end that crowns the work; and a good 
cc death honoureth a man's whole life. The 
ce fading corruption and loſs of this life, is the 
ce paſſage into a better. Death is no leſs efſential 
e to us, than to live, or to be born. In flying 
ce death, thou flieſt thyſelf; thy eſſence is equally 
& parted into theſe two,—life and death. It is 
no ſmall reproach to a Chriſtian, whoſe faith is 
in immortality, and the bleſſedneſs of another 
« life, to fear death much, which is the ne- 
cc ceflary paſſage * 


ADMIRAL PENN, after thirty years employ- 
ment in ſeveral places of eminent truſt and ho- 
nour, upon ſerious. reflection, not long before his 
death, ſpoke to. one of his ſons in this manner: 
—“ Son William, 1 am weary of the world; 
« I would not live over my days again, if I 
cc could command them with a wiſh; for the 
« ſnares of life are greater than the fears of 
« death. This troubles me, that I have offended 
ce a gracious. God, who has followed me to this 
“day. O, have a care of fin! That is the ſting 
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c both of life and death. Three things I commend 
c to you: Firſt, let nothing in this world tempt 
« you to wrong your conſcience; I charge you, 
*« do nothing againſt your conſcience : ſo will 
cc you keep peace at home, which will be a feaſt 
© to you in the day of trouble. Secondly, what- 
„ever you deſign to do, lay it juſtly, and time 
«it ſeaſonably; for that gives ſecurity and de- 
6 ſpatch. Laſtly, be not troubled at diſappoint- 
«© ments; for if they may be recovered, do it; 
if they cannot, trouble is vain. If you could 
c not have helped it, be content: there 1s often 
© peace and profit in ſubmitting to Providence; 
c for afflictions make wiſe. If you could have 
e helped it, let not your trouble exceed inftruc- 
« tion for another time. Theſe rules will carry 
60 you with firmneſs and comfort through this 


« inconſtant world.” 


A noble young man of the family of Howarp, 
who had in health too much yielded to the temp- 
tations of youth, when laid upon a fick-bed, which 
proved his dying-bed, fell under the power and 
agony of ſtrong convictions. In the remem- 
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brance of his- former extravagances, he deeply 


| bewailed his condition, and cried earneſtly to 


God to forgive him, abhorring his finful courſe 


of life, and promifing amendment if it ſhould 
pleaſe him to reſtore his health. But having, 
after great conflict of mind, taſted of the love 
and forgiveneſs of God, he became willing to 
die; and warned his acquaintance and kindred 
who came to ſee him,.“ to fear God, and to 
« forſake the pleaſures and vanity of this world :” 


And thus, in hope of the divine mercy and 


favour in a better life, he yielded up his ſoul to 
HIM that gave it, and was delivered from the 


troubles of time, and the frailties of mortality. 


* 


PRINCESS ELIZABETH of the Rhine, claims a 


memorial in this collection; her virtue giving 


greater luſtre to her name, than her quality, 


which yet was of the greateſt in the German 
empire. She had a ſmall territory, which the 
governed ſo well, that ſhe ſhewed herſelf fit for 
a greater. She conſtantly, every laſt day in the 
week, ſat in judgment, and heard and determined 


cauſes herſelf z on which occaſion, her patience, 
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: | 
juſtice, and mercy, were admirable :; and ſhe fre- 
quently remitted her forfeitures, where the party 


was poor, or in any reſpect meritorious. And, 


which was excellent, though unuſual, ſhe often 


tempered her diſcourſes with religion, and cha- 
ritably drew the concerned parties to ſubmiſſion 
and agreement; exerciſing, not ſo much the ri- 
gour of her power, as the power of her perſuaſion. 

c Her meekneſs and humility (ſays W. Penn) 


appeared to me extraordinary; ſhe did not con- 


ſider the quality, but the merit, of the people ſhe 


entertained. Did ſhe hear of a retired man, hid 


from the world, and ſeeking after the knowledge 
of a better, ſhe was ſure to ſet him down in the 


catalogue of her charity, if he wanted it. I have 


caſually ſeen, I believe, fifty tokens ſealed and 
ſuperſcribed to the ſcveral poor ſubjects of her 
bounty, whoſe diſtances would not ſuffer them 
to know one another, though they knew hey, 
whom yet ſome of them had never ſeen. Th &, 
though {he kept no ſumptuous table in her own 


court, ſhe ſpread the tables of the poor in their 


ſolitary cells; breaking bread to virtuous pil- 


grims, according to their want, and her ability. 
“She was abſtemious in her living, and in ap- 
parel, void of all vain ornaments. I muſt needs 
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ſay, that her mind had a noble proſpect : her 
eye was to a better and more laſting inheritance, 
than can be found below; which made her 
not over-rate the honours of her ſtation, or the 
learning of the ſchools, of which ſhe was an ex- 
traordinary judge. Being once at Hamburgh, a . 
religious perſon, whom ſhe went to ſee for reli- 
gion's ſake, telling her,.“ It was too great an 
“ honour for him, that he ſhould have a viſitant of 
«her quality come under his roof, that was 
ec allied to ſo many great kings and princes of 
cc this world ;” ſhe humbly anſwered, “ If 
cc they were . as well as great, it would be 


e an honour indeed; but if you knew what that 
c greatneſs was, as well as I, you would ralug 
60 leſs that honour.” | 

« Being in ſome agony of ſpirit, after a religi- 
ous meeting we had in her chamber, ſhe ſaid, 


It is a hard thing to be faithful to what one 
60 knows O, the way is ſtrait! I am afraid I am 
« not weighty enough in my ſpirit to walk in it.” 

« She once withdrew, on purpoſe to give 
her ſervants the liberty of diſcourſing with us, 
that they might the more freely put what que- 
ſtions of conſcience they defired to be ſatisfied 
in, for they were religious ; and at times ſhe 
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ſuffered both them and the pooreſt of her town, 
to fit by her in her own bed-chamber, where we 


had two mectings. I cannot. forget her laſt 


words, when I took my leave of her ;——< Let 
c me deſire you to remember me, though I hve 
« at this diſtance, and that you ſhould never ſee 
c me more. I thank you for this good time; 
* and know and be aſſured, though my condition 
“ ſubjects me to divers temptations, yet my ſoul 
* hath ſtrong deſires after the beſt things.” 

«© She lived a ſingle liſe till about ſixty years of 
age, and then departed at her own houſe in Her- 
werden, in the year 1680, as much lamented, as 
the had lived beloved, by the people: to whoſe 
real worth J do, with a religious gratitude for 
her kind reception, dedicate this memorial. 

« W. Pexx.” 


Do Rex was a young nobleman of France, 

who was not more diſtinguiſhed by his high 

birth, than by excellent talents and qualifications 

of mind. This accompliſhed youth, touched 

with a ſenſe of the vanity of worldly grandeur, 

and the ſweetneſs of a retired and religious life, 
D 3 
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thought it his duty, notwithſtanding the honours 
and employments that waited for him, to with- 
draw from thoſe ſcenes, which he feared would 
enſare and corrupt his heart, in order that he 
might enjoy a life of more communion with God. 

The following ſentiments ſhew him to have 
been a man whoſe mind was much redeemed 
from the ſpirit- and enjoyments of this world ; 
and who laboured, above all chings, for a hea- 
venly frame and temper, and a holy, acceptable 
walking in the Divine Sight. 

« Since the time that I cave up my liberty to 


„ God, I perceived to what a ſtate of deep hu- 


© miliation the ſoul muit be brought, to render 
« it capable of union with him. I beheld my- 
&« ſelf as if encompaſſed with whatever the world 


« loves and poſſeſſes; and, as it were, a hand re- 


& moving all this far from me. The ſplendour 


« and vain enjoyments of this tranſitory ſcene, 


are great incumbrances to my ſoul in her en- 


„ deavours to obtain the favour of God; of 
&« which, therefore, his pleaſure is that ſhe be 
„ ſtripped, in order to arrive at that ſtate of hu- 
e mility and poorneſs of ſpirit, which will 


„bring her into poſſeſſion of real honour and 


ce ſolid riches, 
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&« find no ſecurity in any ſtate, but in this 
cc of dying to the world, and in true ſelf-abaſc- 
08 ment: this is to be baptized into Chriſt's death, 
c and to live the life of Chriſtian ſelf-denial. All 
ec that can be imagined to befal us in this lower 
World, is of ſmall concernment, though it were 

« the loſing of all our poſſeſſions. Had we but a 

„little faith, and a little love, how happy ſhould we 
6e find ourſelves in being willing to reſign up every 
« thing z and in ſaying,— y God, and my All !” 

How conformable are theſe ſentiments to the 


divine injunction, « Love not the world, nor 


« the things that are in the world“ But be ye 
ce transformed by the renewing of your mind.” | 
AI is, indeed, a holy and happy ſtate, to be 
lik ing above the world, and preſſing after per- 
fection, at the ſame time that we gratefully ac- 
knowledge Divine Goodneſs, in providing for our 
_ neceſſities during our paſſage through life, 

This ſupreme love of God, and deſire to be 
united to him, though it is often cheriſhed by 
retirement, is not a ſolitary and inactive princi- 
ple: It will not only purify and exalt the mind; 
it will alſo expand it towards its fellow- rea- 
tures, and lead it forth into acts of- charity and 
beneficence to all men. 
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A LETTER FROM JAMES, EARL OP MARLBO- 
ROUGH, a LITTLE BEFORE HIS DEATH, IN THE 


EATTLE AT SEA, ON THE COAST OF HOLLAND, &c. 


© I BELIEVE the goodneſs of your nature, and 
ite friendſhip you have always borne me, will 
receive with kindneſs the laſt office of your 
friend. I am in health enough of body, and, 
through the mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt, well 
diſpoſed in mind. This I premiſe, that you may 
be ſatisfied that what I write proceeds not from 
any ſantaſtic terror of mind, but from a ſober 
reſolution of what concerns myſelf, and an 
earneſt deſire to do you more good after my 
death, than my example, (God of his mercy par- 
don the badneſs of it!) in my life-time, may do 
you harm. | 

« ] will not ſpeak aught of the vanity of this 
world: your own age and experience will ſave 
that labour. But there is a certain thing that goes 
up and down the world, called Religion, dreſſed, 
and pretended fantaſtically, and to purpoſes bad 
enough, which yet, by ſuch evil dealing, loſetli 
not its being. The great good God hath not 
left it without a witneſs, more or leſs, ſooner 
or later, in every man's boſom, to direct us in 


the purſuit of it, and for the avoiding of thoſe 
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inextricable diſquiſitions and entanglements, with 
which our own frail reaſon would perplex us. 


God, in his infinite mercy, hath given us his 


holy word, in which, as there are many things 
hard to be underſtood, ſo there is enough plain 
and eaſy, to quiet our minds, and to direct us 


concerning our future being. I confeſs to God 


and you, I have been a great neglecter, and, I 


fear, deſpiſer of itz God, of his infinite mercy, 
pardon me the dreadful fault! But, when I re- 
tired myſelf from the noiſe and deceitful vanity 
of the world, I found no true comfort in any 
other reſolution than what I had from thence. 
L commend,. from the bottom of my heart, the 


ſame to your, I hope, happy uſe. 


„ Dear Hugh, let us be more generous, than 


to believe we die as the beaſts that periſh ; but 


with a Chriſtian, manly, brave reſolution, look 
to what is eternal. The only great and holy 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, dire& you 


to a happy end of your life, and fend us a joy- 


ful reſurrection. So- prays your true friend, 


e MARLBOROUGH.” 


When our taſte for compoſitions of any ſort, 


or our purſuits in life, are ſuch as occaſion us to 
Ds 
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contemn or neglect the Holy Scriptures, and the 
ſimplicity of the Goſpel, it is a ſad proof that 
the mind has begun to be perverted, and that 
the way 1s prepared for great depravity of heart. 


Whatever, therefore, tends to leſſen our eſteem 


for, and peruſal of, thoſe venerable and highly 
intereſting communications of the Divine Will, 
{ſhould be regarded with early apprehenſion, and 


avoided with the utmoſt ſolicitude. 


'BuLsTRODE WHITEOCK was a man in high 


office, and of very great abilities; a ſcholar, a 


lawyer, a ſtateſman; in ſhort, he was one of the 


moſt accompliſhed men of the age“. 


In his retirement from the world, being viſited 


by a friend, he, among other ſerious obſervations, 


| expreſſed himſelf in the following manner : 


I have ever thought there has been but one 


« true religion in the. world, and that is the work 


« of the Spirit of God in the hearts and ſouls 


«of men. There have been, indeed, divers 


forms and ſhapes of things, through the many 


* See a further account of him, page 36. 
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« diſpenſations of God to men, anſwerable to 
cc his own wiſe ends, in reference to the low 
ce and uncertain ſtate of man in the world. The 
« old world had the Spirit of God, and the new 


& world has the ſame Spirit, both Jew and Gen- 
« tile, and it ſtrives with all: and they who 


have been led by it, have been the good people 


© in every diſpenſation of God to the world. 


And 1 myſelf muſt fay, that I have felt it from 


«© a child to convince me of my evil and vanity 
ce and it has often given me a true meaſure of 
&* this poor world, and ſome taſte of divine 
© things; and it is my grief that I did not more 
&« early apply my foul to it : for I can ſay that, 
© ſince my retirement from the greatneſs and 
ce hurries of the world, I have felt ſomething of 
c the work and comfort of it, and that it is both 


ce ready and able to inſtru, and lead, and pre- 


„ ſerve thoſe who will humbly and fincerely 


© hearken to it. So that my religion is, the 


c good Spirit of God in my heart; I mean, what 


«that has wrought in me and for me.” 


D 6 


Juently declaring, 


Go POWER OF RELIGION (A, Lowwther, 


ANTHONY LowTHER, of Maſk, was a perſon 


of an excellent underitanding, and of great ſweet- 


neſs of diſpoſition z to which was added the ad- 
vantage of a ſober and guarded education. Not- 


withſtanding theſe privileges, when he came of 


age to be under his own government, he was 
ſeduced by the men of pleaſure of the town, 
into its cuſtomary liberties and diſſipations; and 
he appears to have been as much a judge as any 
one, of the ſatisfaction which that way of life 
could yield. But, ſome time before his laſt ſick- 


neſs, with a clear and awakened judgment, he 


frequently condemned his own miſ- conduct, and 
lamented the unchriſtian indulgences which ſo 
much abounded in the world. "Theſe ſentiments 


were ſtrengthened by the inſtruction of a long 


and ſevere illneſs ; which cauſed him earneſtly 


to aſpire after the knowledge of the beſt things, 
and to ſeek the beſt company; and diſpoſed him 


to loſe as little time as poſſible, that he might 
redeem the time he had loſt. 


He often, with a lively reliſh, bore teſtimony 
to the truth and excellence of religion, from the 


ſenſe which he had of it in his own breaſt : fre- 


« He knew no joy com- 


« parable to that of being aſſured of the love 
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« and mercy of God.“ 


And as he often im- 
plored divine favour, with ſtrong convictions, 
and deep humility and reverence, ſo he fre- 
quenly experienced the comfort of it before the 
period of his days. It was uſual with him to 
preſs his relations and friends, in a moſt ſeri- 


ous and affectionate manner.“ to love God, 


and one another, more, and this poor world 
© leſs.”—— And this he had ſo much at heart, 
that it was almoſt always the concluſion of his 
religious diſcourſes with his family. 

| Us though he could 
« have been willing to have lived, if God had 
ce pleaſed, to ſee his younger children nearer 


He ſometimes ſaid, that 


« 2 ſettlement in life; yet he felt no defire 
© to live longer in the world, but on the terms 
« of living better in it: for he did not only 
cc think virtue the ſafeſt, but the happieſt way 


ec of hving :? And he recommended and en- 
joined the love and practice of it to his children, 


upon his laſt bleſſing. 


r 


JANE RATCLITTE (who was born in the year 


1638) deſerves a place in theſe memoirs, being a 


religious and exemplary woman, and one who 
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appears to have been favoured with great ſtrength 
and ſteadineſs of hope and faith, that, through 
divine mercy, all things would work together 
for her preſervation, and final well-being. 

In early life, ſhe indulged herſelf in many of. 
the follies and vanities of her time; but from 


theſe inſnaring allurements ſhe came to be redeem 


ed, and to have her deſires and affections ſet 
upon ſolid and permanent enjoyments. We ſhall 


| Paſs over the intermediate parts of her circum- 


ſpe life, and come to the cloſing ſcene of it; 


at which time, or when in proſpect of it, ſhe 
appeared to be much raiſed above the love of 
life, and the fears of death. The following is an 
extract from her own expreſſions, on that ſolemn 
occaſion. At the ſame time that they manifeſt 
her willingneſs and deſires to be releaſed from 


the ſorrows and dangers of mortality, there can 


be no doubt but they were limited by an hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion, and pious reſignation, to the will 
of the gracious and wiſe Diſpoſer of all events. 

« I defire to die”—ſaid ſhe & becauſe I want, 
& while I live here, the glorious preſence of. God, 


« which I love and long for; and that ſweet 


5e fellowſhip of angels and faints, who would 
e be as glad to ſee me with them, as I ſhould be 
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c to ſee them about me; and would entertain 
cc me with unwearied delight. | 
56 defire to die—becauſe, while I live, I ſhall 
« want the perfection of my nature, and be as 
* an eſtranged and baniſhed child from my fa- 
ce ther's houſe. | 
] defire to Les I would 2 live to 
ce offend fo good a God, and grieve his Holy 
« Spirit. For his loving-kindneſs is better than 
& life, and he is abundant in mercy to me; and 
dit often lies as a heavy load upon my heart, 
&« to think of diſpleaſing him. 
« ] defire to die—becauſe this world is gene- 
4 rally infected with the plague of fin; and I. 
« myſelf am tainted with the ſame diſeaſe : ſo 
C that, while I live here, I ſhall be. in danger of 
« being infected, or of infecting others. And 
Wn, this world hates me, becauſe I endeavour to 
cc follow goodneſs, how would-it rejoice, if my 
&« foot ſhould ſlip? How woful would my life be 
© to me, if I ſhould give occaſion to the world 
cc to triumph and blaſpheme : ? There are in my 
“nature ſo many detects, inſufficiences, miſ- 


ce takings, and tranſgreſſions, that I may ſay 


with David, innumerable evils have compaſſed 


© me about; my iniquities have taken hold on 


— 
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cc me, ſo that I am not able to look up. I there- 
cc fore defire heaven for holineſs, and to the end 
© T may fin no more. | 5 

&« deſire to die—becauſe nothing in this world 
© can give me ſolid and durable contentment. 


With regard to my children, I am not trou- 


ce bled: for that God who hath given them life 


&« and breath, and all they have, while I am 
« living, can provide for them when I am dead. 
« My God will be their God, if they be his; 
© and if they be not, what comfort would it be 
« for me to live to behold it? Life would be 


« bitter to me, if I ſhould ſee them diſhonour 
God, whom I ſo greatly love. 

« I fear not death—becaulſe it is but the ſepa- 
« ration of the ſoul from the body; and that is 
e but a ſhadow of the body of death, Romans vii. 


© 24. Whereas the ſeparation of the ſoul from 
« God by fin, and of ſoul and body for 18 18 
e death indeed, Ja. lix. 2. 

6 fear not death — becauſe it is an enemy that 
e hath been often vanquiſhed ; and becauſe 1 


te am armed for it; and the weapons of my war- 


« fare are mighty through God, and I am aſſured 


« of victory. 
&« do not fear death for the pain of it; for I 
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« am perſuaded I have endured as great pain in 
« life, as I ſhall find in death; and death will 
ce cure me of all ſorts of pain, Beſides, Chriſt died 
(« a terrible death, to the end any kind of death 
ce might be bleſſed to me. And that God who 
c hath greatly loved me in life, will not neglect 
« me in death, but will, by his Spirit, ſuccour 
© and ſtrengthen me all the time of the combat.“ 

For her comfort in her laſt hours, ſhe put into 
the following form ſome memoirs of the princi- 
pal mercies and bleſſings ſhe had received from 
God. | = 1 

© How ſhall J praiſe God for my converſion ? 
«© For his word, both in reſpect of my atiection 
„to it, and the wonderful comforts I have had 
6 from it? For hearing of my prayers ? For 
« godly torrow ? For fellowſhip with the godly ? 
“For joy in the Holy Ghoſt? For the deſire of 
death? For contempt of the world? For pri- 
vate helps and comforts? For giving me ſome 
" ſtrength againſt my ſin? For preſerving me 


* from groſs evils, both before and after my 


« calling?” &c. 


In her laſt ſickneſs, which was of long conti- 
nuance, ſhe often deſired to be diſſolved; im- 


ploring God, in the words of David, —“ Make 
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© haſte to help me, O Lord, my ſalvation! Be 

& pleaſed, O Lord, to deliver me! O Lord, make 
« haſte to help me Pa—And ſhe was relieved in 
the tendereſt manner; for her ſpirit departed 
from the body, when it was thought he was only, 
fallen aſleep. 


Sir MaTTHEw HALE, Lord Chief Juſtice of 
England, was born in Glouceſterſhire, in the 
| year 1609, and, by the care of a wiſe and reli- 
gious father, had great attention paid to his 
education. 

In his youth, he was fond of company, and 
fell into many levities and extravagances. But 
this propenſity and conduct were corrected by 
a circumſtance, that made a conſiderable im- 
preſſion on his mind during the reſt of his life. 
Being one day in company with other ſtudents, 
one of the party, through exceſs of wine, felb 
down (apparently dead) at their feet. Young 
Hale was ſo affected on this occaſton, that he im- 
mediately retired to another room, and ſhutting 
the door, fell on his knees, and prayed earneſtly: 
to God that his friend might be reſtored to life, 
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and that he himſelf might be forgiven for having 
given countenance to ſo much exceſs. 


At the ſame time he made a ſolemn vow, that 


he would never again keep company in that 


manner, nor—** drink a health”—while he lived. 


His friend recovered, and he religiouſly obſerved 


his vow to the day of his death. After this 


event, there was an entire change in his diſpoſi- 


tion; he forſook all diſſipated company, and was 
carcful to divide his time between the duties of 
religion, and the {ſtudies of his profeſſion. 

He became remarkable for his ſolid and grave 
deportment, his inflexible regard to juſtice, and 
a religious tenderneſs of ſpirit, which appear 
to have accompanied him through life. His re- 
tired meditations on religious ſubjects, manifeſt 

2 pious and humble frame of mind, and contain 
a ſolemnity well-adapted to excite kindred emo- 
tions in the breaſt of the reader. | 

We ſhall ſelect a few of theſe, as the teſti- 


monies of this great and good man to the power 


and efficacy of religion, as the guide, luppethy: 


and comfort of our lives. 

« True religion (ſaith he) teaches the ſoul a 
kigh veneration of Almighty God; a ſincere and 

upright walking, as in che preſence of the invi- 
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fible, all-ſeeing God. It makes a man truly love,. 
honour, and obey him, and therefore careful to 
know what his will is. It renders the heart high- 
ly thankful to him, as his Creator, Redeemer, 
and Benefactor. It makes a man entirely depend 
on him, ſeek him for guidance, direction, and 
protection, and ſubmit to his will with patience 
and reſignation of ſoul. It gives the law, not 
only to his words and actions, but to his very 
thoughts and purpoſes; ſo that he dares not enter- 
tain any which are unbecoming the ſight and pre- 
ſence of that God, to whom all our thoughts are 
legible. It cruſhes. all pride and haughtineſs, 
both in a man's heart and carriage, and gives | 
him an humble frame of ſoul and life, both in 
the fight of God and men. It regulates and go- 
verns the paſſions of the mind, and brings them 
into due moderation and frame. It gives a man 
a right eſtimate of this preſent world, and ſets 
the heart and hopes above it; ſo that he never 
loves it more than it deſerves. It makes the 
wealth, and the glory of this world, high places, | 
and great preferments, but of low and little 
value to him; ſo that he is neither covetous, 
nor ambitious, nor over-ſolicitous, concerning 


the advantages of them. It makes him value 
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the love of God, and peace of G above 
all the wealth and honour in the world, and 
to be very diligent to keep it inviolably. He 
performs all his duties to God in ſincerity and 
integrity; and, whilſt he lives on earth, his con- 
verſation, his hopes, his treaſures, are in heaven, 
and he endeavours to walk ſuitably to ſuch a 
hope.“ N 18 | 
Of the inward direction and aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit of God to the ſoul, he declares as follows: 
c Thoſe who truly fear God, have a ſecret 
guidance from a higher wiſdom than what is 
barely human; namely, the Spirit of Truth and 
Wiſdom, that doth really and truly, but ſecretly, 
prevent and direct them. Any man that ſincerely 
and truly fears Almighty God, and calls and re- 
lies upon him for his guidance and direction, 
Bath it as really as a ſon hath the counſel and 
direction of his father: and though the voice 
be not audible, nor the direction always per- 
ceptible, or diſcernible to ſenſe, yet it is equally 
as real as if a man heard the voice faying,— 
This is the way—walk in it.“ g 
And though this ſecret direction of Ala 


God is principally ſeen, in matters relating to 


the good of the ſoul ; yet it may alſo be found 
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- in the concerns of this life, which a good 


man, that fears God, and begs: his direCtion, 
. ſhall very often, if not at all times, find. I can 
call my own experience to witneſs, that, even in | 
the external actions of my whole life, I was 
never diſappointed of the beſt guidance and di- 
rection, when I have, in humility and ſincerity, : 
implored the ſecret direction and guidance of the 
Divine Wiſdom. | 
ce The obſervance of the ſecret admonition of this 
Spirit of God in the heart, is an effectual means 
to cleanſe and ſanctify thy heart; and the more 
it is attended to, the more it will be converſant 
with thy ſoul, for thy inſtruction. In the midſt 
of thy difficulties, it will be thy counſellor; in 
the midſt of thy temptations, it will be thy 
ſtrength, and grace ſufficient for thee; in the 
midſt of thy troubles, it will be thy light and thy 
_ comforter. 7 
« It is impoſſible for thee to enjoy that which 
muſt make thee happy, till thou art deeply ſenſi- 
ble of thy own emptineſs and nothingneſs, and thy 
ſpirit thereby brought down and laid in the duſt. 
— The Spirit of Chriſt is an humbling ſpirit, the 
more thou haſt of! it, the more it will humble thee; 3 
and it is a ſign that either thou haſt it not, or 
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| that it is yet ov bein bel by thy corruptions, 
if thy heart be Rill haughty. 

Watch, therefore, the ſecret perſuaſions, and 
| diſſuaſions of the Spirit of God, and beware thou 
| quench It not, nor grieve it. This wind that 
| blows where it liſts, if ſhut out or reſiſted, may 
haply never breathe upon thee again, but leave 
thee to be hardened in thy ſins; but if obſerved 
and obeyed, thou ſhalt be ſure to have it for thy 
monitor and director, upon all occaſions: when 
thou goeſt out, it will lead thee, when thou 
lieepeſt, it will keep thee, and when thou awak- 
eſt, it will talk with thee.” 


Of the viciſſitude of temporal enjoyments, and 
of his own experience thereof, he gives a ſtriking. 
teſtimony in the following lines. 


I Have, in the courſe of my life, had as 
many ſtations and places as moſt men. I have 

been in almoſt continual motion; and although, 
of all earthly things, I have the moſt deſired reſt 
and retiredneſs, and a fixed private ſtation, yet 
the various changes that I have ſeen and found, 
the public employments that, without my ſeek- 
ing, and againſt my inclination, have been put 
upon me, and many other interventions, as well 
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private as public, have made it literally my ex- 
perience, that I have had no continuing city or 
place of habitation. When I had deſigned for 
myſelf a ſettled manſion in one place, and had 
fitted it to my convenience and repoſe, I have 
been preſently conſtrained by my neceſſary em- 
ployments, to leave it, and repair to another: 
and when again I had thoughts to find re- 
poſe there, and had again fitted it to my conve- 
nience; ſome other neceſſary occurrences have 
diverted me from it. And thus, by ſeveral vi- 
ciſſitudes, my dwellings have been like ſo many 
3nns to a traveller, though of longer continuance, 
yet of almoſt equal inſtability and viciſſitude. 
This unſettledneſs of ſtation, though trouble- 
ſome, hath given me a good and practical moral; 
namely, that I muſt not expect my reſt in this 
lower world, but muſt make it as the place of 
my journey and pilgrimage, not of my repoſe 
and reſt, but muſt look further for that happineſs. 
And, truly, when I conſider, that it hath been the | 
wiſdom of God Almighty, to exerciſe thoſe wor- 
thies whom he left as patterns to the reſt of 
mankind, with this kind of diſcipline, I have 
reaſon not to complain of it as a difficulty or an 
inconvenience; but to be thankful to him for it 
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as an inſtruction and document, to put me in re- 


membrance of a better home, and to incite me 
to make a due proviſion for it, even that ever- 
laſting reſt which he hath provided for them that 
love him; and by pouring me thus from veſſel 
to veſſel, to keep me from fixing n. too much 
upon this world below. 

Knut the truth i 1s, did we 3 this world 


as becomes us, even as wiſe men, we might eaſily 


find, without the help of any diſcipline of this 


nature, that this world below neither was in- 


tended for, nor indeed can be, a place of reſt, 


but only a laboratory to fit and prepare the ſouls 
of the children of- men, for a better and more 
abiding ſtate; a ſchool, to exerciſe and train us 
up in habits of patience and obedience, till we 


are fitted for another ſtation ; a little narrow 


nurſery, wherein we may be dreſſed and pruned, 
till tranſplanted into a better paradiſe. 

The continual troubles and diſcompoſures, 
ſickneſles and calamities, that attend our lives; 


the ſhortneſs and continued vexations occurring 


in them; and, finally, the common examples of 


death and mortality of all ages, ſexes, and condi- 
tions of mankind, are a ſufficient inſtruction to 
convince reaſonable men, who have the ſeriouſ- 
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neſs.and patience to conſider and obſerve, that 


we have no abiding city here. And on the 
other fide, if we will but give ourſelves leiſure to 
conſider the great wiſdom of Almighty God, 
who orders every thing in the world to ends 
ſuitable and proportionable; the excellence of 
the ſoul and mind of man; the great advances 


and improvements his nature is capable of; the 


admirable means which the merciful and wiſe 


_ God hath afforded. mankind, by his works of na- 


ture and providence, 'by his word and inſtru- 


ments, to qualify him for a-nobler life than this 


world below can yield, -we ſhall readily confeſs, 
that there is another ſtate, another city to come, 

which it becomes every good, and wiſe, and con- 
ſiderate man, to look after, and fit himſelf for. 


And yet, if we look upon the generality of man- 


kind with a due conſideration, they will appear 
to be like a company of diſtempered people.— 


The greateſt part of them make it their whole 


buſineſs to provide for a reſt and happineſs in 


this world; they make theſe vain acqueſts of 
wealth and bonour, and the preferments and 


pleaſures of this world, their great, if not their 
only, buſineſs and happineſs; and, which is yet 


a higher degree of frenzy, they eſteem this the 
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only wiſdom, and judge the careful proviſion for 


eternity, the folly of a few weak, melancholy, 
fanciful men: whereas it is a truth, and in due 
time it will evidently appear, that thoſe men 
who are moſt ſolicitous for the attaining of their 
everlaſting reſt, are the only true wiſe men, and 
ſo ſhall be acknowledged by thoſe that now de- 
ſpiſe them. © We fools accounted his life mad- 


| neſs, and his end to be without honour : How 


is he numbered among the children of God, and 
his lot 1 1s among the ſaints | ' Wiſdom v. 4. 


Jonx, EarL OF RocHESTER 
AN illuſtrious and inſtructive inſtance of the 
Power of Religion on the Mind, in the time of 
fickneſs and death, is John, Earl of Rocheſter. 
He was the deſcendant of a great family, of a 


| Hberal education, and great perſonal accompliſh- 
ments; in ſhort,—{(as it is judiciouſly expreſſed of 


him)—* he was a very great man every way; a | 
« oreat wit, a great ſcholar, a great poet, a great 
ce ſinner, and a great penitent.” 
Such he is deſcribed to be by two eminent 
men, who perſonally knew him, and attended 
E 2 


76 © POWER OF RELIGION (E. of Roc heſter. 


him in his laſt ſickneſs. In this inſtance God has | 
ſhewn the richneſs of his mercy, to ſave one who 
ſeemed to have made a covenant with death, and 
to be at an agreement with hell. His caſe appears 
to be ſomewhat ſimilar to that of the Apoſtle Paul, 
who, though before a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, 
and injurious, yet obtained mercy, that in him 
Chriſt Jeſus might ſhew forth all long-ſuffering, 
for a pattern to them that ſhould hereafter believe 
on him to everlaſting le. 1 Tem. 1. 13, 16. He 
was, as it were, ſtruck to the ground, by a light 
from heaven, and a voice of thunder round about 
him; inſomuch, that now the ſcales fell from his 
eyes, as they once did from Paul's; his ſtony heart 
was. opened, and ſtreams of tears guſhed out, the 
bitter, but wholeſome, tears of true repentance. 
He had advanced to an uncommon height of 
impiety, having been an advocate in the black 
cauſe of Atheiſm. He had raked too in the 
very bottom of the jakes of debauchery, and had 
been a ſatiriſt againſt virtue. But when, like 
the prodigal in the goſpel, he came to himſelf, 
great horror filled his mind, and forced ſharp 
and bitter invectives from him, againſt himſelf; 
terming himſelf the vileſt wretch that ever the 
ſun ſhone upon ; wiſhing he had been a beggar, 
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a link-boy, or a crawling leper in a ditch, or had 

lived in a dungeon, rather than have offended 

the Lord, as he had done. 1 
Being at one time under great trouble of mind, 


and his conſcience full of terror, he told the per- 


ſon who attended him, that © when, on his 


„journey, he had been arguing with greater 
& vigour againſt God and religion, than he had 
* evex done in his life-time before, and that he 
ce reſolved to run them down, with all the argu- 
cee ments and ſpite in the world; but, like the 
& great convert, Paul, he found it hard to kick 
ce againſt God „„For his heart was at that 
time ſtruck ſo powerfully, that he argued as 
much for God and virtue, as ever he had done 
againſt them. | 

He had ſuch tremendous apprehenſions of the 
Divine Majeſty, mingled with ſuch delightful 
contemplations of his nature and perfections, 
and of the amiableneſs of religion, that he ſaid, 


« ] never was advanced thus far towards 
"20 happineſs in my life before, though, upon the 
c commilton of ſome fins extraordinary, I have 
ce had ſome checks and warnings conſiderable 
e from within; but I ſtill ſtruggled with them, 
* and ſo wore them off again, One day, at an 


| OH 
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« Atheiſtical meeting, at the houſe of a perſon of 
quality, I undertook to manage the cauſe, and 
was the principal diſputant againſt God and 
©« piety ; and, for my performances, received the 
' « applauſe of the whole company. Upon which 
«© my mind was terribly ſtruck, and J immedi- 
« ately replied thus to myſelf, —* Good God f 
« that a man who walks upright, who ſees the 
« wonderful works of God, and has the uſe of 
„his ſenſes and reaſon, ſhould uſe them to the 
« defying of his Creator“ But though this 
« was a good beginning towards my converſion, 
© to find my conſcience touched for my ſins, yet 
« jt went of again: nay, all my life long, I had 
« a ſecret value and reverence for an honeſt 
* man, and loved morality in others. But I had 
« formed to myſelf an odd ſcheme of religion, 


« which would ſolve all that God, or conſcience, 


© might force upon me; yet I was not ever well 
ce reconciled to the buſineſs of Chriſtianity, nor 
« had that reverence for the goſpel of Chriſt, 
« which I ought to have had.” 
This ſtate of mind continued till the 53d chap- 
ter of Iſaiah was read to him, together with ſome 
other parts of the ſacred ſcriptures z when it 
pleaſed God to fill his mind with ſuch peace and 
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joy in believing, that it was remarkable to all 
about him. And he frequently deſired thoſe 
who were with him, to read the 53d of Iſaiah to 
him, upon which he uſed to deſcant in a very 
affectionate paraphraſe, applying the weighty 
ſentences thereof to his own humiliation and 
comfort. | 

« Oh | bleſſed God! can ſuch a horrid crea- 
&« ture as I am, be accepted by thee, who have 
“ denied thy being, and contemned thy power ? | 
& Can there be mercy and pardon for me? Will 
_ & God own ſuch a wretch 25 122 ä 
And in the middle of his ſickneſs he ſaid 
ce Shall. the unſpeakable joys of heaven be con- 
cc ferred on me? Oh! mighty Saviour! never, 
cc but through thine infinite love and ſatisfaQtion! 
O never, but by the purchaſe of thy blood !” 
adding, that— with all abhorrence he did reflect 
6 upon his former life; that fincerely, and from 
ec his heart, he repented of all that folly and 
& madneſs which he had committed.“ 


His faith was ſtrong and cordial in embrac- 
ing the Chriſtian Religion; and he juſtly con- 
demned that—“ fooliſh and abſurd philoſophy, 
& which the world ſo much admired, propagated 
& by the late Hobbes and others, which had un- 
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done him, and many more, of the beſt parts, in 


ce the nation.” — His confidence reſted alone on 
Chriſt for ſalvation, and therefore appeared to be 
of the right kind. He would often intreat God 
—* to ſtrengthen his faith, crying out,. —“ Lord, 
« T believe! help mine unbelief.“ | 

He had a growing eſteem for the holy ſerip- 
tures, and evidently ſaw their divine uſefulneſs 


and excellency : « For, having ſpoken to his 


ce heart, he acknowledged that all the ſeeming: 
« abſurdities and contradictions, fancied by men 
« of corrupt and reprobate judgments, were” 
«© vaniſhed; and that their excellency and beauty 
appeared, being come to receive the truth in 
« the love of it.” „„ 
Satan, the grand adverſary of ſouls, uſed to 
aſſault him with many temptations and evil ſug- 
geſtions, and many things prejudicial to that re- 
ligious temper of mind with which God had 
now endued him. One night eſpecially, the 
Tempter made no little uſe of his fiery darts, by 
_ caſting upon him lewd and wicked imaginations : 
but“ I thank God,” ſaid he, © I abhor them 
« all, and by the power of his grace, which I 
« am ſure is ſufficient for me, I have overcome 
© them. *Tis the malice of the devil, becauſe I 
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& am reſcued from "TIO and it is the e of 
& God that frees me from all my ſpiritual ene- 
c mies. 

There are many proofs of the ſincerity of his 
faith, and the ſoundneſs of his repentance; 
among others, I ſhall fingle out thoſe that follow. 

His hearty concern for the pious education of 


His children; 5 


ce be a wit, —as he explained it, —one of thoſe 


% Wiſhing his ſon might never 


* wretched creatures, Who pride themſelves in 
ce ridiculing God and religion, denying his being 
& or his providence : but that he might become 
e an honeſt man, and of a truly religious cha- 
© racter, which only could be the ſupport and 
c bleſſing of his family.” | 

He left a ſtrict charge to the perſons in whoſe 7 
„To burn all his 
> profane and lewd writings, (as being only fit 


cuſtody his papers were,— 


ce to promote vice and immorality, by which he 
* had fo highly offended, and ſhamed, and blaſ- 
© phemed, that holy religion into which he had 
* been baptized) and all his obſcene and filthy 
4 pores, which were ſo notorioully ſcanda- 
&* Jous.” _ | 

He proteſted, “ he would not commit 3 
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« known Gin to gain a kingdom: nnd ſent 

awful meſſages to his companions in iniquity. 
He ſaid to a gentleman of character, who came 

to ſee him on his death-bed ; 


6 0 remem- 
eber that you contemn God no more. He is 
©« an avenging God, and will viſit you for your 
« fins; and will, I hope, in mercy touch your 
« conſcience, ſooner or later, as he has done 
cc mine. You and I have been friends and fin- 
ners together a great while, therefore I am the 
more free with you. We have been all mif- 
« taken in our conceits and opinions; our per- 
© ſfſuaſions have been falſe and groundleſs; there- 
© fore God grant you repentance.” 
And ſeeing the gentleman the next day, he 
ſaid, 
« plainneſs with you yeſterday; I ſpake the 
« words of truth and ſoberneſs.””——And ftrik- 
—* I hope 


« Perhaps you were diſobliged by my 


ing his hand upon his breaſt, ſaid, 
God will touch your heart.” 

He laid his commands on the the who at- 
tended him, —< To ſpread abroad, and let all 
& men know, if they knew it not already, how 
% God had diſciplined him for his fins, by his 
& afflicting hand; that his ſufferings were moſt 
« juſt, though hg had laid ten thouſand times 
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© more upon him. That he had laid one ftripe 
«© upon another, becauſe of his grievous provoca- 
tions, until he had brought him home to him- 
« ſelf. That his former vifitations had not had 
ce that bleſſed effect he was now ſenſible of. 
That he had formerly ſome looſe thoughts and 
6e ſlight reſolutions of reforming, and deſigned 


© to be better; becauſe even the preſent conſe- 


& quences of ſin were {till peſtering him, and 
ce were ſo troubleſome and inconvenient to him. 
© But now he had other ſentiments of things, 
« and acted upon other principles.” 

That none, whom he had been the inſtrument 
of drawing into fin, might loſe the benefit of his 
ſmcere, though late repentance, he ſubſcribed 
the following recantation, and ordered it to be 
publiſhed to the world : Wu 

“For the benefit of all thoſe whom I may 
6e have drawn into fin, by my example and en- 


" couragement, I leave to the world this my laſt 


« declaration, which I deliver in the preſence of 
« the GREAT GOD, who knows the ſecrets of 
© all hearts, and before whom I am preparing to 
ce be judged that from the bottom of my ſoul 
“ deteſt and abhor the whole courſe of my 


5 former wicked life: that I think I can never 
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« ſufficiently admire the goodneſs of God, who 
« has given me a true ſenſe of my pernicious 
« opinions, and vile practices; by which I have 
« hitherto lived, without hope, and without God 


e in the world; have been an open enemy to 


"© Telus Chriſt, doing the utmoſt deſpite to the 


« holy Spirit of Grace; and that the greateſt 
o teſtimony of my charity to fuch is, to warn 
« them, in the name of God, and as they regard 
« the welfare of their immortal ſouls, no more 
ce to deny his being or his providence, or deſpiſe 
“his goodneſs ; No more to make a mock of ſin, 


© or contemn the pure and excellent religion of 


cc my ever bleſſed Redeemer, thro' whoſe merits 


« alone, I, one of the greateſt of ſinners, do yet 


2 hope for mercy and forgiveneſs. Amen. 
6 . ROCHESTER. 
% Delivered and ſigned in the preſence of 
ce ANN ROCHESTER. 


© ROBERT PARSONS.” 


We ſhall now attend him to his bed of languiſh= 
ing and death, and view the Power of Religion 
upon his Mind, in that important ſeaſon. He. 
ſeemed to have no deſire to live but to teſtify 
the truth of his repentance, and to bring glory 
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to God.“ If God,” ſays he, © ſhould ſpare 


« me yet a little longer time here, I hope to 


« bring glory to his name, proportionably to the 
&« diſhonour I have done him, in my whole life 


« paſt; and particularly by endeavours to con- 


« yince others, and to aſſure them of the danger 


© of their condition, if they continued impeni- 
e tent; and to tell them how graciouſly God 
ce hath dealt with me.” 

And when he came within the nearer views 
of death, about three or four days before it, he 
60 ſaid.—“ I ſhall now die. But, O, what un- 
e ſpeakable glories do I feel ! What joys, beyond 
0 thought or expreſſion, am I ſenſible of ! I am 
C aſſured of God's mercy to me, through Jeſus 
« Chriſt. O! how I long to die, and to be with 
« my Saviour? 


GrorGcEe VILLIERs, Duke of BucxINcHAu, 
and a remarkable character and favourite in the 
reign of Charles the Second, was born at Wal- 
lingford Houſe, m the year 1627. © He was,” 


ſays the Earl of Clarendon, © a man of a noble 


© preſence ; he had a great hvelineſs of wit, and a 


„ peculiar faculty of turning all things into ridi- 
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« cule. He had no principles of religion, virtue, 


cc or friendſhip. Pleaſure, frolic, or extravagant 
« diverſion, were all that he laid to heart. He had 
© no ſteadineſs nor conduct; and could never fix 
© his thoughts, nor govern his eſtate, though, at 
& one time, the greateſt in England. He was bred 


« about the King; and, for many years, had a 
great aſcendant over him: but, at length, he 


& drew a laſting difgrace upon himſelf; and ruined 
« both body and mind, fortune and reputation. 
cc The madneſs of vice appeared in him, in very 
«© eminent inſtances; ſince, at laſt, he became con- 
e temptible and poor, fickly and ſunk in all re- 
ce ſpects; ſo that his converſation was as much 
«© avoided, as ever it had been courted.” 

It appears to have been in this deſerted and 


degraded ſtate, mournfully looking over a life 


ſpent in vice and folly, that he wrote the follow- 


ing letter to a particular friend, Dr. W— * 


a ſhort time before his deceaſe. 


« DEAR W 
4 ALWAxS looked upon you to be a 5 of 
true virtue, and know you to have a ſound un- 
derſtanding: for however I may have acted in 
oppoſition to the principles of religion, or the 
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dictates of reaſon, I can honeſtly aſſure you, I 
have always had the higheſt veneration for both. 


The world and I ſhake hands; for I dare affirm 
we are heartily weary of each other. O, what 
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a prodigal have I been of that moſt valuable of 
all pofſeſhons, Time] I have ſquandered it away 
with a profuſion unparalleled ; and now, when 
the enjoyment of a few days would be worth the 
world, I cannot flatter myſelf with the proſpect _ 
of half a dozen hours. How deſpicable, my dear 
friend, is that man who never prays to his God, 
*W > but in the time of diſtreſs? In what manner can 
he ſupplicate that Omnipotent Being, in his afflic- 
tions, whom, in the time of his proſperity, he 
never remembered with reverence ? 
Do not brand me with infidelity, when I tell 
you that I am almoſt aſhamed to offer up my pe- 
titions at the throne of Grace, or to implore that 
divine mercy in the next world, which I have 
| ſcandalouſly abuſed in this. | 
cc Shall ingratitude to man be looked upon as the 
blackeſt of crimes, and not ingratitude to God ? 
Shall an inſult offered to the king be looked 
upon in the moſt offenſive light, and yet no no- 
tice taken when the King of kings is treated with 
jndignity and diſreſpect ? | | 
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cc The companions of my former libertiniſm 
would ſcarcely believe their eyes, were you to 
ſhew them this epiſtle. They would laugh at 
me as a dreaming enthuſiaſt, or pity me as a ti- 
morous wretch, who was ſhocked at the appear- 
ance of futurity : but whoever laughs at me for 
being right, or pities me for being ſenſible of my 
errors, is more entitled to my compaſſion, than 
reſentment. A future ſtate may well enough 
ſtrike terror into any man, who has not acted 
well in this life; and he muſt have an uncom- 
mon ſhare of courage indeed, who does not ſhrink 
at the preſence of God. The apprehenſions of 
death will ſoon bring the moſt profligate to a 
proper uſe of his underſtanding. 
„To what a ſituation am I now reduced ? Is 
this odious little hut a ſuitable lodging. for a 
prince ? Is this anxiety of mind becoming the 
character of a Chriſtian ? From my rank, I might 
have expected affluence to wait upon my life; 
from religion and underſtanding, peace to ſmile 
upon my end: inſtead of which I am afflicted 
with poverty, and haunted with remorſe ; de- 
ſpiſed by my country; and, I fear, forſaken by 
my God! 

« There is nothing ſo dangerous as e 
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nary abilities: I cannot be accuſed of vanity now, 
by being ſenſible that I was once poſſeſſed of un- 
common qualifications, eſpecially as J ſincerely 
regret that I eyer had them. My rank in life 
made theſe accompliſhments ſtill more conſpi- 
cuous ; and, faſcinated by the general applauſe 
which they procured, I never conſidered the pro- 
per means by which they ſhould be diſplayed. 
Hence, to procure a ſmile from a blockhead 
whom I deſpiſed, I have frequently treated the 
virtuous with diſreſpect ; and ſported with the 
holy name of Heaven, to obtain a laugh from 2 
parcel of fools, who were entitled to nothing but 
contempt. pe 
“ Your men of wit generally look upon theme 
ſelves as diſcharged from the duties of religion, 
and confine the doctrines of the goſpel to peaple 
of meaner underſtandings. It is a ſort of deroga- 
tion, in their opinion, to comply with the rules 
of Chriſtianity; and they reckon that man 
poſſeſſed of a narrow genius, who ſtudies to be 
good. What a pity that the holy writings are 
not made the criterion of true judgment ! or that 
| any perſon ſhould paſs for a gentleman in this 
world, but he that appears ſolicitous about his 
happineſs in the next ! 
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«I am forſaken by all my acquaintance ; utterly 
neglected by the friends of my boſom, and the 
dependents on my bounty : but no matter! I am 
not fit to converſe with the former, and have no 
ability to ſerve the latter. Let me not, however, 
be wholly cait off by the good. Favour me with 
a viſit as ſoon as poſſible. Writing. to you gives 
me ſome eaſe, einern on a ſubject I could talk 
of for ever. | 

«Fam of opinion this is the laſt vice I ſhalb 
ever ſolicit from you; my diſtemper is power- 
ful; come and pray for the ** ſpirit of 
the poor unhappy . | 
© BUCKINGHAM py : 


Lady Racnuer RussELL was born about the: 
year 1636, and was the daughter of the Earl of 
Southampton. 

She appears to have poſtelled a -tealy noble 
mind, a folid underſtanding, and an amiable and- 
benevolent temper. Her pious reſignation, and 
religious deportment, under the prefſure of very 
deep diſtreſs, afford a highly inſtructive example 
to others, and an eminent inſtance of the Power 
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of Religion to ſuſtain the Mind in its greateſt 
trials, and when the waves of affliction may 
threaten to overwhelm it. | 

It is well known, that the huſband of this lady, 
William, Lord Ruffell, was beheaded in the 
reign of Charles the Second ; that he was a man 
of great merit; and that he ſuſtained the execu- 
tion of his ſevere ſentence, with Chriſtian and 
1nvincible fortitude. 

Puring the period of her illuſtrious huſband's 
troubles, ſhe conducted herſelf with a mixture 
of the moſt tender affection, and the moſt ſur- | 
priſing magnanimity. She appeared in Court at 
his trial; and, when the Attorney General told. 
him, —< He might uſe the hands of one of his 
„ ſervants in waiting, to take notes of the evi- 
« dence for his uſe,” —Lord Ruſſell anſwered, 
that“ he aſked none, but that of the Lady that 
© ſat by him.” The ſpectators at theſe words 
turning their eyes, and beholding the daughter 
of the virtuous Southampton riſing up to aſſt 
her Lord in this his utmoſt diſtrefs, a thrill of 
anguiſh ran through the aſſembly. After his 
condemnation, ſhe threw herſelf at the King's 
feet, and pleaded, but, alas, in vain, the merits and 
loyalty of her father, in order to ſave her huſband. 
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When the time of their ſeparation came, her 
conduct appears to be worthy of the higheſt ad- 
miration; for, without a ſigh or tear, ſhe took. 
her laſt farewel of him, when it might have been 
expected, as they were fo happy in each other,— 
and no wife could poſſibly ſurpaſs her in affec- 
tion, —that the torrent of her diſtreſs would have 
over flowed its banks, and been too ns Tor 
reſtraint. . 
Lord Ruſſell partes from his Lady with a com 
poſed Glence ; ; and obſerving how greatly — 
was ſupported, ſaid, after ſhe was gone; 
© The bitterneſs of death is now paſt 8 
he loved and eſteemed her beyond expreſſion.. 
He declared, 'that- 
e blefling to him; and remarked what a miſery 
& it would have been to him, if ſhe had not had 
© that magnanimity of ſpirit joined to her ten- 


- the had been a great 


te derneſs, as never to have deſired him to do a 
« baſe thing for the ſaving of his life.“ He 
ſaid, “ There was a ſignal Providence of God, 
ein giving him ſuch a wife, where there were 


ie bi th, fortune, great underſtanding, great re-- 
& ligion, and great kindneſs to himſelf ; but her 


ec carriage, (ſaid he) in my extremity, Was be- 
c vond all.“ 
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After this moſt diſtreſſing event, the death of 
her Lord upon the ſcaffold, this excellent Lady, 
encompaſſed with the darkeſt clouds of affliction, 
ſeemed to be abſorbed in a religious concern, to 
behave herſelf aright towards God under his 
mighty hand, and to fulfil the duties now de- 
volved upon herſelf alone, in the care, education, 
diſpoſal, and happineſs of her children; thoſe 
living remains of her Lord, which had been ſo 
dear to him, and which were, for his ſake as 
well as her own, ſo dear to herſelf. | 
The following ſhort extracts from a few of her 
letters will evince the humble and pious frame 
of her mind, the great benefit ſhe derived from 
hey afflictions, and the eomfortable hope ſhe en- 
tertained of her future reſt and felicity. 
* Lou, my friend, that knew us both, 
and how we lived, muſt allow I have juſt cauſe 


to bewail my loſs. I know it is common with 
others to loſe a friend; but to have lived with 
ſuch a one, it may be queſtioned how few can 
glory in the like happineſs, ſo conſequently la- 
ment the like loſs. Who can but ſhrink at ſuch 
a blow, till, by the mighty aid of his Holy Spirit, 
we let the gift of God, which he hath put into 
our hearts, interpoſe? O! if I did ſtedfaſtly be- 


* 
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Jieve, I could not be dejected; for 1 will not in- 
jure myſelf to ſay I offer my mind any inferior 
conſolation to ſupply this loſs. No; I moſt wil- | 
lingly forſake .this world—this vexatious, trou- 
| bleſome world; in which I have no other buſi- 
neſs, but to rid my ſoul from ſin, and ſecure my 
eternal intereſts; with patience and courage bear 
my eminent misfortunes, and ever hereafter be 
above the ſmiles and frowns of it: and when I 
have done the remnant of the work appointed 
me on earth, then joyfully wait for the heavenly 
perfection in God's good time, when, by his in- 
finite mercy, I may be accounted worthy to en- 
ter into the ſame place of reſt and repoſe, where 
he is gone, for whom I grieve. 


“The future part of my life will not, 
I expect, paſs as perhaps I would juſt chooſe. 
Senſe has been long enough ſatisfied; indeed ſo 
long, I know not how to live by faith; yet the 
pleaſant ſtream that fed it near fourteen years to- 
gether, being gone, I have no ſort of refreſhment, 
but when I can repair to that living fountain from 
| whence all flows; while I look not at the things 
which-are ſeen, but at thoſe which are not ſeen, 
expecting that day which will ſettle and compoſe 


Lady R. Rufell.) ON THE MIND. | 95 
all my tumultuous thoughts, in perpetual peace 
and quiet. | 


«© The conſideration of the other world 


is not only a very great, but, in my ſmall judg- 
ment, the only ſupport under the greateſt of 
afflictions that can befal us here. The enliven- 
ing heat of thoſe glories, is ſufficient to animate 
and refreſh us, in our dark paſſage through this 
world; and though I am below the meaneſt of 
God's ſervants, who have not in the leaſt degree 
lived anſwerable to thoſe opportunities I have 
| had ; yet my Mediator is my Judge, and he will 
not deſpiſe weak beginnings, though there be 
more ſmoke than flame. He will help us in be- 
heving z and, though he ſuffer us to be caſt 
down, will not caſt off thoſe who commit their 
cauſe to him.—T ſtrive to reflect how large my 
portion of good things has been; and though 
they are paſſed away, no more to return, yet I 
have a pleaſant work to do, to dreſs up my 
ſoul for my deſired change, and fit it for the con- 
verſe of angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect: Among whom, my hope is, my loved Lord 
is one; and my often repeated prayer to God 
is, that, if I have a reaſonable ground for that 
| hope, it may give a refreſhment to my poor foul. 


— 


in, and ſay, with the man in the goſpel, 
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© From the enticing delights of the 


world, I can now be better weaned. I was too 


rich in poſſeſſions, while I. poſſeſſed him. All 
reliſh now is gone; I bleſs God for it; and pray 
that I may more and more turn the ſtream of 
my affections upwards, and ſet my heart upon 
the ever-ſatisfying perfections of God; not 
ſtarting at his darkeſt providences, but remem- 


bering continually, that either his glory, juſtice, or 


power, is advanced by every one of them, and 


that mercy is over all his works.; as we ſhall one 


day, with raviſhing delight, behold. In the 
mean- time, I endeavour to ſuppreſs all wild ima- 
ginations, which a melancholy fancy is apt to let 
« 1 


« believe; help thou my unbelief.“ 
It is the grace of God which diſpoſes 
me to aſk for, and thirſt after, ſuch comforts as 


the world cannot give. What comforts it can 
give, I am moſt ſure I have felt, and experienced 
uncertain and periſhing. Such I will never 
more, Grace aſliſting, look after; and yet I ex- | 
pect a joyful day after ſome mournful ones; and 
though I walk fadly through the valley of death, 
I will fear no evil; humbling myſelf under the 
mighty hand of God, who will fave in the day 
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of trouble. He knows my ſorrows, and the weak- 
neſs of my perſon; I commit myſelf and mine 
to him.— The ſaddeſt ſtate, to a good ſoul, will 


one day end in reſt. This is my beſt comfort, 


and a greater we cannot have; yet the degree is 


raiſed, when we conſider that we ſhall not only 


reſt, but live in regions of unſpeakable bliſs. 


'This ſhould lead us ſweetly through the dark 
paſſage of the world; and ſuffer us to ſtart at 


nothing we either meet with, or our fears ſug- 


_ geſt may happen to us.” 


To Lady Eſſex, ſhe wrote the following let- 
ter: : | 


* BESEECH God one day to ſpeak 
peace to our afflicted minds, and let us not be 
diſappointed of our great hope. But we mult 
wait for our day of conſolation, till this world 


paſſes away: an unkind and truſtleſs world this 


has been to us. Why it has been ſuch, God 
knows beſt. All his diſpenſations ſerve the end 
of his providences; and they are ever beautiful, 
and muſt be good, and good to every one of us; 


and even theſe diſmal ones are ſo to us, if we 


can bear evidence to our own ſouls, that we are 


better for our afflictions; which often God 
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makes them to be to ſuch who ſuffer wrongfully. 
We may reaſonably believe our friends find that 
reſt we but yet hope for; and what better com- 
fort can your Ladyſhip or I defire, in this valley 


of the ſhadow of death we are walking through ? 


The rougher our path is, the more delightful and 


raviſhing will the great change be to us.” 


She ſurvived Lord Ruſſell above forty years, 


and continued his widow to the end of her life. 
She died in the year 1723, in the 298 year of 


her age. | 
Her continued hope and truſt i in HIM, who "0 


been the ſtaff of her life, and her ſupport in 
affliction, is evidenced by the following declar- 


ation, made not long before the end of her days. 
4 God has not denied me the ſupport of his 


4c holy Spirit, in. this my long day of calamity; 


« but enabled me, in ſome meaſure, to rejoice in 
him as my portion for ever; who has provided 
« a remedy for all our griefs, by his ſure pro- 
* miſes. of another life, where there is no death, 
n any pain nor trouble, but fulneſs of joy, 
cs in the preſence of God who made us, and loves 


« us for ever.” 
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Mary, QUEEN or GREAT BRITAIN, WIFE OF | 


King WILLIAM THE THIRD. 


SHE was the daughter of James, Duke of York, 
_ afterwards King James the Second, and the Lady 
Ann Hyde, daughter of the Earl of Clarendon. 

She appeared to be happily diſpoſed from very 
early life, being good and gentle before ſhe was 
capable of knowing that it was her duty to be ſo. 
This temper grew up with her through the whole 
progrels of her childhood. She might need in- 
ſtruction, but ſhe wanted no perſuaſion. And it is 
ſaid, that ſhe never once, in the whole courſe of | 
her education, gave any occaſion to reprove her. 
Beſides a moſt amiable ſweetneſs of temper, ihe-- - 
poſſefled great underſtanding, and a mind culti- 
vated with uſeful learning and knowledge. 

She was married in the ſixteenth year of her 
age, and went to reſide in Holland with her huſ- 
band, who was then Prince of Orange; where 
ſhe conducted herſelf with ſo much wiſdom and 
goodneſs, as to gain univerſal eſteem and affec- 
tion. But that which was, beyond all compari- 
ſon, her greateſt ornament and poſſeſſion, was 
her being of—“ a meek and quiet ſpirit,” —of a 
truly devout and religious temper ; which cauſed 


o 


Io 
her to look with indifference on the honours and 
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ſplendour with which ſhe was ſurrounded; and 


to ſeek for her higheſt enjoyment, in doing good ; 
in peace of mind; and in the hope of a better 


fe. 


3 


In proof of her uncommon merit, we may here 
inſert a ſhort declaration concerning her, made 


by her huſband, King William, whom ſhe loved 


entirely, and who beſt knew her excellence, and 
his own great loſs in being deprived of her. 


When Doctor Tenniſon, upon her death, went 


to comfort the King, he anſwered ; that 
e he could rot but grieve, fince he had loſt a 
« wife who, in ſeventeen years, had never been 
ce guilty of an indiſcretion; that, during the 
« whole courſe of their marriage, he had never 
ce known one ſingle fault in her; and that ſhe 
« poſſeſſed a worth that no body thoroughly 
ec knew but himſelf. a 

In the preceding character of Lady Rug, we 
have ſeen the Power and Operation of Religion 
on the Mind, under ſome of the darkeſt" clouds 
of affliction and diſtreſs: in the preſent inſtance, 


of Queen Mary, the virtue and preſerving nature 


of the ſame Divine Principle, when ſubmitted to, 
is evidenced amidſt the magnificence of a court, 
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and the ſunſhine of worldly proſperity. It is, 


indeed, a principle of univerſal agency; adapted 
to all ranks of men, and to every allotment of 
Providence; a ſure preſervative when things are 
ſmiling around us, and a ſovereign remedy or 
ſupport under all the calamities of life. 
This excellent Queen Giſ;» ſed of a great part 
of her time, in peruſing the Holy Seriptures, and 
other religious books; and, by a letter to her fa- 
ther, written in early life, in ſupport of the Pro- 
teſtant faith, ſhe appears to have been thorough- 
ly grounded and eſtabliſhed in the principles of 
the Reformation. Biſhop Burnet ſays, that 
* although he had a high opinion of the Princeſs's 
* good underſtanding, before he ſaw this letter, 
« yet the letter furpriſed him, and gave lum an 
, aſtoniſhing joy to ſee fo young a perſon, all on 
cc a ſudden, without conſulting any one, able to 
4 write ſo ſolid and learned a letter.” 
Her talents and abilities were very conſpicuous 
in all her concerns, and particularly in the im- 
portant charge of Government. Doctor Tillot- 
ſon, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, ſaid, that 
« he was in great adrairation at the proofs he 


* knew the Queen gave of her accompliſhments, 
in the weighty affairs of ſtate, in the — s ab- 
* 


| 
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« {ence, when the executive part of the Govern- 
„ ment was in her hands.” 

Her compaſſion and bounty to the poor and 
afflicted, and thoſe who ſtood in need of her li- 


berality, were very eminent, and ſuch as cor- 


reſponded with her exalted ſtation, and the abun- 


_ — 


dant ſources of relief to which ſhe had acceſs. 


She took care to have a juſt account both of the 


worthineſs, and the neceſſities, of thoſe who were 


candidates for her liberality; and, in the con- 


duc ing of her charity, ſhewed as great an exact- 


neſs, attention, and diligence, as if ſhe had had 


no cares of a higher nature. But what crowned 


all, was her exact conformity to the rule of the 
Goſpel in her munificence; for none knew ta 
whom, or what ſhe gave, but thoſe whom ſhe 
was obliged to employ in the communication of 


her bounty. 


The piety of this excellent perſon, as it was a 
noble ſupport to her, under ſome kinds of trouble, 
ſo it gave the ſharper edge to others. The im- 
pieties and blaſphemies, the open contempt of 
religion, and the ſcorn of virtue, which ſhe heard 


of from many hands, and from many different 


parts of the nation, gave her a ſecret horror, and 


_ preſented her with ſuch a. gloomy proſpect, as 
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filled her with melancholy reflections. She was 
very ſenſibly touched, when ſhe heard that ſome, 
who pretended to much zeal for the Crown and 
the Revolution, ſeemed thence to think they had 


a ſort of right to be indulged in their licenti- 


ouſneſs, and irregularities. She often ſaid, —— 
« Can a bleſſing be expected from ſuch hands, 
&« or on any thing that muſt paſs through them?“ 

She had a juſt eſteem of all perſons whom ſhe 
found truly religious and virtuous; nor could 
any other conſiderations weigh much with her, 
when theſe excellencies were not to be found. 
Next to open impiety, the want of life in thoſe * 
who'pretended to religion, and the deadneſs and 
diſunion of the Proteſtants in general, very much 
affected her; and ſhe often ſaid, with poignant 
regret, “ Can ſuch dry bones live?“ 


So far was ſhe from entertaining a high opi- 
nion of herſelf, that ſhe had a tender ſenſe of 
any thirig that looked like a miſcarriage under 
her conduct, and was afraid leſt ſome miſtake of 
hers might have occaſioned it. And when diffi- 
eulties grew too great to be ſurmounted, and 
ſhe felt an uneaſineſs in them, the made God her 
refuge; and often owned, that ſhe found a full 
calm upon her thoughts, after. ſhe had given 
F 4 
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them a free vent before him in prayer. When 
melancholy events came from the hand of Provi- 

. dence, ſhe ſaid, that“ tho? there was no occaſion 

for complaint or anger, upon theſe croſs occur- 

e rences, yet there was juſt cauſe of grief, ſince 

-Y God's hand was to be ſeen ſo particularly in 

« them.” 


Sometimes ſhe feared there might 
be ſome ſecret ſins at the root, and blaſt all; but 
{he would ſoon, correct herlelf, and ſay, that 
——< where ſo much was viſible, there was no 
* need of divination concerning that which 
might be hidden,” | 

In her brighteſt ſeaſons, ſhe grew not ſecure, 
nor did the withdraw her dependence upon God. 
In the pleaſures of life, ſhe maintained a true 
indifference as to their continuance, and ſeemed 
to think of parting with them, in ſo eaſy a man- 
ner, as plainly ſhewed how little poſſeſion they 
had of her heart. - 

At one period, ſhe felt ſuch a eden of 
pody, as induced her to believe that ſome great 
ſickneſs was approaching; but on this occaſion, 
ſhe felt great quietude and reſignation in the 
| proſpect of her diſſolution, and ſaid, that 
© though ſhe did not pray for death, yet ſhe 
c could neither wiſh nor pray againſt it. She 
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c left that to God, and referred herſelf to the 
« diſpoſal of Providence. If the did not with 
&« for death, vet ſhe did not fear it.“ | 
As this was the ſtate of her mind, when ſhe. 
viewed that event at ſome diſtance, ſo ſhe main- 
tained the ſame compoſure, when in the cloſeſt 
ſtruggle with it. The end of this extraordinary 
Queen, was indeed ſuch as might have been pre- 
ſumed, from the pure and exemplary life ſhe had 
lived. When ſhe was firſt informed of the dan- 
ger to be apprehended from her diſorder, (which 


was the ſmall-pox) ſhe replied ;— I have been 


© inſtruted how very hazardous a thing it is to 
rely upon a: death-bed repentance z and I am 
cc not now to begin the great work of preparing 
« for death; and 1 praiſe God, I am not afraid 
of th. Under the weight of her diforder, 


which was very trying to nature, ſhe appeared 


to feel no inward depreſſion or diſcouragement 
of mind; a willingneſs to die, and an entire re- 
ſignation to the will of God, accompanied her 
to the cloſing. ſcene; in the near approach of 
which, ſhe declared, that“ ſhe experienced 
c the joys of a good conſcience, and the Power 
* of Religion giving her ſupports, which even: 
* the laſt agonies could not ſha 73h 
F 
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Thus died this moſt excellent Princeſs ; and, 
no doubt, paſſed from an earthly to an heavenly 
crown,—* a crown of glory that ſhall never fade 
away.” Y e | 1 | 

The contemplation of ſuch peaceful and happy 
concluſions of life, is ſufficient, at times, to ele- | 
vate the ſoul, and to make all the glories and 


enjoyments of this world ſink into nothing. 


 Ah!—thefe are favoured, precious moments, 


when the Divine Power of Religion breaks in 
upon us, diſſolves the enchantment of the world, 
diſſipates the miſt of vain doubts and ſpeculation, 
and raiſes a fervent aſpiration, that whatever 
may be our allotment through life, the death of 
the righteous may be ours, and the love of God 
our portion for ever | 


—— 


Tur DYING ADVICE OF DUNCAN FORBES, Lorp 


PRESIDENT OF SCOTLAND. 


«© I WILL conclude with that which is 


the moſt important of all things, and which alone 
will carry every thing ele along with it; which | 
is, to recommend, in the molt ſolemn and ſeri- 
ous manner, the ſtudy and practice of reli- 
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gion to all ſorts of men, as that which is both 
the light of the world, and falt of the earth. 

9 Nothing does ſo open our faculties, and com- 
poſe and direct the whole man, as an inward 
ſenſe of God; of his authority over us; of the 
laws he hath ſet us; of his eye over us; of his 
hearing our prayers; aſſiſting our endeavours; 


watching over our concerns; of his being to 


judge, and reward or puniſh us in another ſtate, 


according to what we do in this. Nothing will 
give a man ſuch a deteſtation of ſin, and ſuch a 
ſenſe of the goodneſs of God, and of our obliga- 


tions to holineſs, as a right underſtanding and 


firm belief of the Chriſtian Religion. Nothing 
can give a man ſo calm a peace within, and ſuch 
a firm ſecurity againſt all fears and dangers with- 


out, as the belief of a kind, wiſe Providence, and 


of a future ſtate. 


Integrity of heart gives a man courage and 
confidence that cannot be ſhaken. A man is 


ſure, that by living according to the rules of re- 


ligion, he becomes the wiſeſt, the beſt, and the 
happieſt creature that he is capable of being. 


Honeſt induſtry, the employing of time well, a 


conſtant ſobriety, an undeſiled purity and chaſti- 
ty, with a quiet ſerenity, are the beſt preſerva- 
F 6 | 
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tives too of life and health: ſo that take a man as 
an individual, religion is his guard, his perfection, 
his beauty, and his glory. This will make him 
alight in the world, ſhining brightly, and en- 
lightening many round about him. 

Thus, religion, if truly received and ſincerely 
adhered to, would prove the greateſt of all bleſ- 
ſings to a nation. But, by religion, I underſtand 
| ſomething more than the receiving of ſome 

doctrines, though ever ſo true, or the profeſling 
of them, and engaging to ſupport them, not 
without zeal and eagerneſs. What fignify the 
beſt doctrines, if men do not live ſuitably to 
them; if they have not a due influence upon 
their thoughts and their lives? Men of bad lives, 
with ſound opinions, are ſelf- condemned, and 
lie under a highly aggravated guilt. | | 

&« By religion, I do not mean an outward com- 
pliance with forms and cuſtoms, in going to 
church, to prayers, to ſermons, and to ſacraments, 
with an external ſhew of devotion; or, which 
is more, with ſome inward forced good thoughts, 
in which many ſatisfy themſelves, while theſe 
have no viſible effect on their lives, nor any in- 
ward force to ſubdue and rectify their appetites, 
paſſions, and ſecret deſigns. Thoſe cuſtomary |_ 
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performances, how good and uſcful ſoever when 
underſtood and rightly directed, are of little 
value when men reſt on them, and think, be- 
cauſe they do them, they have acquitted them 
ſelves of their duty, though they continue ſtill 
proud, covetous, full of deceit, envy, and malice. 
Even ſecret prayers, the molt eftectual means, 
are deſigned for a higher end; which is, to poſſeſs 
our minds with ſuch a conſtant and preſent ſenſe 
of divine truths, as may make theſe live in us, 
and govern us, and draw down ſuch aſſiſtance, 
as to exalt and ſanctity our natures. 

“So that, by religion, I mean ſuch a fl of 
divine. truth as enters into a man, and becomes 
the ſpring of a new nature within him ; reform- 
ing his thoughts and deſigns ; purifying his heart; 
ſanctifying and governing his whole deportment, 
his words as well as his actions; convincing him 
that it is not enough not to be ſcandalouſly vici- 
ous, or to be innocent in his converſation, but that 
he muſt be entirely, uniformly, and conſtantly, pure 
and virtuous, animated with zeal to be ſtill better 
and better, more eminently good and exemplary. 

This is true religion, which is the perfection 
of human nature, and the joy and delight of 
every one that feels it active and ſtrong within 
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him. It is true, this is not arrived at all at once, 
and it will have an unhappy alloy, hanging long 
even about a good man; but, as thoſe ill mixtures 
are the perpetual grief of his ſoul, ſo that it is his 
chief care to watch over, and to mortify them, 
he will be in a continual progreſs, ſtill gaining 
ground upon himſelf; and as he attains to a de- 
gree of purity, he will find a flame of life and 
joy growing up in him. Of this I write with a 
greater concern and emotion, becauſe J have felt 
this the true, and, indeed, the only joy which 
runs through a man's heart and life. It is that 
which hath been, for many years, my greateſt 
ſupport. I rejoice daily in it. I feel from it 
the earneſt of that ſupreme. Joy which I want 
and long for; and J am ſure there is nothing elſe 
which can afford any true and complete hap- 
pineſs.“ | | | 


— ee CLIT 


THERE are few greater inſtances of the com- 
fortable Power of Religion on the Mind, in the 
time of need, than that which was exhibited by an 
excellent and pious gentlewoman of the name of 
HousMaNn, when ſhe drew near the cloſe of life, 
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She was born at Kidderminſter, of religious 
parents, who early inſtructed her in the duties 


of religion. | 

By her diary, it appears ſhe was brought under 
lively impreſſions of divine things, at thirteen 
years of age. From 1711, when her diary begins, 
to 1735, the time of her death, her life appears 
to have been a walk in the fear of God. 

The following account of her laſt illneſs and 


death, was drawn up by a perſon that attended. 


her throughout. 


From the time of her firſt ſeizure, ſhe was 


exerciſed with very violent pains, without any- 


intermiſſion till her death z ſuch as, ſhe would 
oſten ſay, ſhe thought ſhe could not have borne: 
But,“ ſaid ſhe, © God is good; verily he is 
good to me! I have found him a good and 
“ gracious God to me all my days.” 


Again, when recovering out of extreme pain 


though he {lay me, yet will I truſt in him. 
6 Theſe pains make me love my Lord Jeſus the 
© better. O they put me in mind what he ſuf- 
ce fered for me, to purchaſe ſalvation for my poor 
«foul! Why me, Lord ! why me, the greateſt 
< of ſinners? Why me, that ſtood it out ſo long 
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6e againſt the rich offers of thy grace, and the 
cc kind invitations of the Goſpel? How many 
ce helps and means have I enjoyed more than 
* many others; yea, above the moſt —I had a 
« religious father and mother; and I had acceſs 
ce to a valuable miniſter, to whom I could often 
cc and freely open my mind. I have lived in a 
& golden age. I have lived in peaceable times, 
ce wherein I have enjoyed great advantages and 
ec helps for communion with God, and the peace 
ce of my own mind. for which I owe my graci- 
© ous God and Father more praiſes than words 
« can expreſs. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and 
all that is within me bleſs his holy name |! 
« Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all, 
cc or any, of his benefits !” 

She often ſaid, that ſhe could not find words to 
expreſs the goodneſs of God to her, it had been 
= fo great and manifold. ——* O let all know I. 
e am not afraid of death; but the pains of dying 
ce may be terrible! I know not yet what they 
de will be.” | 

When any were weeping and mourning over 
her, ſhe would ſay; 


« Weep not for me: it 
ce js the will of God; therefore be content. If it 
may be for his honour and glory, he will ſpare 
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ee me a little longer; if not, I am wholly reſigned | 


ce to the will of God. I am content to ſtay here, 
« 2s long as he has doing or ſuffering work for 
«© me; and J am willing to go, if it be my Fa- 
ce ther's good pleaſure. Therefore be content, 
cc and ſay,—It is the Lord, let him do what 
« feemeth him good.” 1 


To a gentlewoman that came to ſee her, ſhe 
ſaid; 


% death! The blood of Chriſt cleanſeth me from 


4c all ſin. But miſtake me not; there muſt be a 


«© life and converſation agreeable to the Goſpel, 


or elſe our faith in Chrift is a dead faith. Se- 


cure Chriſt for your friend; ſet not your heart 
on things below: riches and honours, and 
© what the world calls pleaſures, are all fading, 
* periſhing things.“ | 

She then threw out her . and ſaid,: 
a had thouſands and ten thouſands of gold 


« and ſilver lying by me, what could they do for 


« me, now I am dying? Therefore take the ad- 
cc vice of a dying friend that wiſhes you well. 
« Do not ſet your affections on riches, or any 
ce thing here below. Remember, death will 


& come, whether you are ready or unready, wil- 


« Coulin, I think I ſhall die: and now, 


« what a comfort it is that I am not afraid of 
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„ ling or unwilling, in a little while. I com- 
© mend you to God. I wiſh you- well; and 
« hope, in a ſhort time we ſhall meet again in 
* heaven, that place of . happineſs, reſt, 
and joy.” IF, 

Throughout the whole time' of her ſickneſs; + 
ſhe was in a cheerful, thankful- frame. Whe: 
ſhe was cold, and had ſomething watm given her, 
ſhe would ſay, © Blefled be God for all his 
% mercies; and bleſſed be God for this comfort 
in my paſſage through this wilderneſs world.” 

When the above-mentioned perſon that at- 


tended her, warmed a piece of flannel, and put it 
round her cold hands; ſhe thanked her for it; 
and ſaid, 
& want for nothing. Here is every thing I can 
« wiſh-for. I can ſay, I never wanted any good 


© how many mercies I have! E 


& thing. I want nothing but an eaſy paſſage to 
ec glory. It was free Grace that plucked me from 
ce the very brink. of hell; and it is the power of 
& divine Grace that has ſupported me through 
© the whole of my life. Hitherto, I can lay the 
& Lord is gracious, He hath been very merci- 
« ful to me, in ſupporting me under all my trials. 
<« The Lord brings affliction, but it is not be- 
te cauſc he delights to afflict his children: it i- 


« at all times for our profit. I can ſay, it hath 
&© been good for me to be afflicted; it hath en- 
e abled me to diſcern things, which, when I was 
in health, I could not: it hath made me ſee 
c more of the vanity and emptineſs of this world, 
© and all its creature-comforts ; for at beſt they 
© are but vanity. Vanity and vexation of ſpirit 
may be juſtly written upon them all. I can 
. from my own e 1 have found 
« them to be ſo many a time. | 
To her huſband, the day before ſhe died, ſhe 
ſaid, 


44 1 hope you will be ſatisfied, becauſe it is the 


« Dear, I think I am going apace; and 


« will of God. You have at all times been very 
ce ſuitable, very loving and good to me; and 1 
« thank you for it kindly: and now I defire you 
ce freely to reſign and give me up to God. If 
* God ſee it beſt to prolong my ſtay here upon 
© earth, I am willing to ſtay ; or if he ſee it beſt 
to take me to himſelf, I am willing to go. I 
c am willing to be and bear what may be moſt 
6e for God's glory.“ 

The evening before ſhe died, ſhe found death 
ſtealing upon her, and feeling her own pulſe, 
ſaid,—* Well, it will be but a little while be- 
fore my work will be done in this world. 
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Then I ſhall have done with prayer. My 
* whole employment then, will be praiſe and 
« loye. Here, I love God but faintly, yet, 1 hope, 
te ſincerely; but there, it will be perfectly. I 
« ſhall behold his face in rightecuſneſs; for 1 
« am thy ſervant ; Lord, I am thy ſervant, bought 

« with blood, with precious blood. Chriſt died 
to purchaſe the life of my ſoul. A little while, 
ce and then I ſhall be ſinging that ſweet ſong,— 
« Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
« be unto EI that ſitteth upon the throne, and 
te to the Lamb for ever and ever. 

With ſmiles in her face, and tranſports of joy, 
ſhe would often ſay. “ Come, Lord Jeſ us, 
- © come quickly | Why are thy chariot wheels ſo 
e Jong in coming? Why tarry the wheels of thy” 
* chariot? O bleſſed convoy! come and fetch 
my ſoul to dwell with God, and Chriſt, and 
ec perfect ſpirits for ever and ever. When I ger 


eto that blefled ſociety above, my pleaſures will 
© never end. O the glory, the glory that ſhall be 
& ſet on the head of faith and love * 

A few minutes before her departure, finding 
| herſelf going, ſhe defired to be lifted up, which 
was done; and then ſhe cheerfully ſaid, —— 
« Farewel, fin | farewel, pains "and ſo finiſhed 
her courſe with joy. | 


7 
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THE HONOURABLE ROBERT BOYLE, that moſt 
£xact ſearcher into the works of Nature, and who 
faw Atheiſm and Infidelity beginning to ſhew 
themſelves in the looſe and voluptuous reign of 
King Charles the Second, purſued his philoſo- 
. phical inquiries with religious views, to eſtabliſh 

the minds of men in a ſirm belief and thorough 
ſenſe of the infinite power and wiſdom of the 
great Creator. | | | 
This eminent philoſopher, and truly good man, 
was the ſon of Richard, the firſt Earl of Cork in 
Ireland; and was born in the year 1727. He 
was not more diſtinguiſhed by the nobility of his 
birth and family, than by his talents and great 
attainments in learning and knowledge. 
He was ſtrongly ſolicited by Lord Claren- 
don to enter into eccleſiaſtical orders; which, 


however, for ſeveral reaſons, he thought it his | 


duty to deciine. Biſhop Burnet, to whom he 
communicated memorandums concerning his 

„own life, tells us, that what had the greateſt 
, weight in determining his judgment on this ſub- 
« The not feeling within himſelf 
« any motion or tendency of mind, which he 
« could ſafely eſteem a call from the Holy Spirit; 


ject, was, 
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« and ſo not venturing to take holy orders, leſt he | 
« ſhould be found to have lied unto it.“ | 
The Biſhop, who was intimately acquainted 
with him, obſerves, that— 


it appeared from 
« thoſe who converſed with him on his inquiries 
« into Nature, that his main deſign in that (on 
cc which as he had his own eye conſtantly, ſo he 
&© took care to put others often in mind of it) was 
© to raiſe in himſelf and others, vaſter thoughts of 
ce the greatneſs and glory, and of the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God. This was ſo deep in 
his thoughts, that he concludes the article of his 
will, which relates to the Royal Society, in theſe 
words:“ Wiſhing them a happy ſucceſs in 
ce their attempts to diſcover the true nature of 
« the works of God ; and praying that they and 
&« all other ſearchers into phyſical truths, may 
© cordially refer their attainments, to the glory 
of the great Author of Nature, * to the com- 
« fort of mankind.” 

In another place, the ſame perſon links of kim 
_ thus: « He had the profoundeſt veneration 


for the great God of heaven and earth, that I 
«© ever obſerved in any man. 


The very name 
© of God was never mentioned by him, without 
* a pauſe and viſible ſtop in his diſcourſe.” 
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The veneration he had for the Holy Scriptures 


appears, not only from his ſtudying them with 
greatattention,and exhorting otherstodo the ſame; 
but, more particularly, from a diſtin& treatiſe 


which he wrote on purpoſe to defend the ſcrip- 


ture ſtyle, and to anſwer all the objections which 


profane and irreligious perſons have made againſt | 


it. And his zeal in propagating Chriſtianity in 
the world, appears by many and large ann, 
tions to that end. 

Such were the ſtrictneſs and exemplarineſs of 
this great and good man's life, through the whole 
courſe of it, that Biſhop Burnet ſays ;—— I 
6 might challenge the whole tribe of libertines 
to come and view the uſefulneſs as well as the 
cc excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, in a life 
4 that was entirely dedicated to it.” 


JoHN Locke, a very celebrated rab 
and one of the greateſt men that England ever 
produced, was born in the year 1632. His ſound 
| judgment, and accurate talent in reaſoning, are 
highly commended, even by the Sceptics and 
Infidels of our times, | 
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This enlightened man ſhewed his zeal for 
the Chriſtian Religion, firſt, . in his middle age, 
by publiſhing a diſcourſe on purpoſe to de- 
monſtrate the reaſonableneſs of believing Jeſus 
to be the promiſed Meſſiah; and after that, in 
the latter years of his life, by a very judicious 
commentary upon ſeveral of the epiſtles of the 
| Apoſtle Paul. 

The Scriptures are every where menace by 
4 bim with the greateſt reverence z and he exhorts 
Chriſtians,— 
' & to the ſtudy of the way to ſalvation, in thoſe 


eto betake themſelves in earneſt 


&« holy writings, wherein God has revealed it 
e from heaven, and propoſed it to the world; 
c ſeeking our religion where we are ſure it is in 
truth to be found, n —— things 
« with ſpiritual.” 

In a letter, written \ the year "OY his death, to 
one who aſked this queſtion, —* What is the 
« ſhorteſt and ſureſt way for a young man to at- 
<« tain to the true knowledge of the Chriſtian 
« Religion?“ His anſwer is; Let him ſtudy 
„ the Holy Scriptures, eſpecially the New Teſta- 
ment: therein are contained the words of 
| © eternal life. It has God for its author; ſal- 
vation for its end and truth, without any 
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cc mixture of error, for its matter.” —A direction 
that was copied from his own practice in the 


latter part of his life, when, for “ fourteen 


or fifteen years, he applied himſelf, in an eſpe- 
. ia manner, to the ſtudy of the Scriptures, 
c and employed the laſt years of his life hardly 
in any thing elſe. He was never weary of 
% admiring the creat views of that ſacred book, 
cc and the juſt relation of all its parts: he every 
cc day made diſcoveries in it that gave him freſh 
© cauſe of admiration.” | 


The conſolation which he derived from Divine 


Revelation, is forcibly expreſſed in theſe words : 
— 1 gratefully receive and rejoice in the light 
of Revelation, which hath ſet me at reſt in 
e many things, the manner whereof my poor 
* reaſon can by no means make out to me. 
After he had diligently employed a great part 
of his life in a variety of occupations, he choſe 


a pleaſing retirement for the remainder of his 


days. This leiſure appears to have been pro- 


ductive of ſolid improvement; and, on the re- 


troſpect of life, to have afforded a deep convic=- 


tion of the vanity attendant on the love and too 


carneſt purſuit of the world, and of its inſuffi- 
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ciency, at beſt, to > confer true and wing hap- 


pineſs. | 

The ſummer before his death, he began to be 
very ſenſible of his approaching diſſolution. He 
often ſpoke of it, and always with great com- 1 


poſure. A. ſhort time before his deceaſe, he de- 


clared to a friend, that « he was in the ſen- 


ce timents of perfect charity towards all men; 


cc and of a ſincere union «with the Church of 


c Chriſt, under whatever name diſtinguiſhed.” 


The day before his death, Lady Maſham being 
alone wirlr him, and fitting by his bed-ſide, he 


>— cxhorted her to regard this world only as a ſtate 


of preparation for a better; adding, that 
« he had lived long enough, and thanked Gol 
« for having paſſed his lite ſo comfortably ; but 
ce that this life appeared to him mere vanity.” 
The ſame day he particularly adviſed all about 
him to read the Scriptures; and deſired to be 
remembered by them at evening prayers. Be- 
ing told that, if he choſe it, the whole family 
ſhould be with him in his chamber, he ſaid he 
ſhould be very glad to have.it ſo, if it would not 


give too much trouble: and an occaſion offering 


to ſpeak of the goodneſs of God, he eſpecially 
exalted the care which God ſhewed to man in 
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jaſtifying him by faith in Jeſus Chriſt; and re- 
turned God thanks, in particular, for having 
bleſſed him with the knowledge of that Divine 
Saviour. | 
About two months before his death, he drew 
up a letter to his friend, Anthony Collins, and 
left this direction upon it:“ To be delivered 


FF to him after my deceaſe.” 


THE FOLLOWING is M COPY OF IT: 

« I Know you loved me liviſg, and will pre- 
ſerve my memory when I am dead. All the uſe 
to be made of it is, that this life is a ſcene of 
vanity, which ſoon paſſes away, and affords no 
ſelid ſatisfaction, but in the conſciouſneſs cf 
going well, and in the hopes of another life. 
This is what I can ſay upon experience, and 
what you will-and to be true, when you come 
o make up the account. 

400 Adieu! I leave my beſt wiſhes with you. 
| - e ſon Looks.” 
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Jostrn AppisoxN, Eſq. one of the Principal 


Secretaries of State in the reign of King George 


the Firſt, but who derived leſs dignity from 
his public office and ſituation in life, than from 


his private character and religious writings, was 


born in 1672, at Ambreſbury in Wiltſhire. 


* 


He has given abundant proof of his belief of 
Chriſtianity, and his zeal againſt unbelievers, in 


his“ Evidences of the Chriſtian Religion.“ —His 


writings on religious ſubjects, diſcover a pious 
and ſolid frame of mind; and his general con- 
duct in life, gives us a convincing proof, that 


What he wrote was the genuine feelings of his 


heart. 


The following lines of his, are ſweetly ex- 


preſſive of the peace and pleaſure which he de- 


rived from the ſure hope of another and a better 
life: —“ The proſpect of a future ſtate is the 


* ſecret comfort and refreſhment of my ſoul. 


cc Tt is that which makes nature look cheerful 
ce about me; it doubles all my pleaſures, and 
t ſupports me under all my afflictions. I can 


look at diſappointments and misfortunes, pain 


ce and ſickneſs, death itſelf, with indifference, fo 


© long as I keep in view the pleaſures of eter- 


« nity, and the ſtate of being in which there 
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« will be no fears nor apprehenſions, pains nor 
& ſorrows.” » 
But his virtue ſhone out brighteſt at the point 
of death; cer, after a long and manly, but vain 
ſtruggle with his diſtempers, he diſmiſſed his phy- 
ſicians, and with them all hopes of life; but with 
his hopes of life he diſmiſſed not his concern 
for the living, but ſent for a youth nearly related, 
and finely accompliſhed, yet not above being the 
better for good impreſſions from a dying friend. 
He came; but life now glimmering in the 


ſocket, the dying friend was ſilent. After a 


decent and proper pauſe, the youth faid, 
% Dear Sir! you ſent for me: I believe, and 
© hope, you have ſome commands : I ſhall hold 
«© them moſt dear.” 


May the reader not only 
feel the reply, but retain its impreſſion ! Forci- 
_ bly graſping the youth's hand, he ſoftly ſaid, 
—* See in what peace a Chriſtian can die. 
He ſpoke with difficulty, and ſoon expired. | 
Through Divine Grace, how great is man |! 
Through Divine Mercy, how ſtingleſs death! 
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Sir Is4ac N EWTON is univerſally acknow- 
ledged to have. been the moſt profound philoſo- 
pher that this, or perhaps any other nation has 
produced: the vaſtneſs of his menta, powers haz 
excited the admiration of the greateſt geniuſes in 
Europe. 

He was born in Lincolnſhire, in the year 16423 
and beſides his great philoſophical character, ls 
was remarkable for being of a very. meek diſ- 
poſition; and a great lover of peace. He would 
rather have choſen to remain in- obſcurity, than 
to have the calm of life ruffled by thoſe ſtorm3 


and diſputes, which genius and learning often 


draw upon thoſe who are eminent for then; 


We find him reflecting on the controverſy re- 


ſpecting his optte lectures, (into which he was 


almoſt unavoidably engaged) in the following 


terms: “ J blamed my own imprudence, for 
ee parting with ſo real a bleſſing as my quiet, to 
©& run aſter a ſhadow.” _ : . 
This excellent perſon is well known to have 
been a firm believer, and a ſerious Chriſtian, 


His diſcoveries concerning the frame and ſyitem 


of the univerſe, were applied by him to demon- 


ſtrate the being of a God, and to illuſtrate his 


| power and wiſdom in the creation. 


4 
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He applied himſelf alſo, with great attention, 
to the ſtudy of the Holy Scriptures, and con- 


/ ſidered the ſeveral parts of them with uncommon 


exactneſs; particularly, as to the order of time, 


and the ſeries of prophecies and events relating 
to the Meſſiah. Upon this head, he has left be- 


hind him an excellent diſcourſe, to prove that 


the famous prophecy of Daniel's weeks, was an 


expreſs prediction of the coming of the Meſſiah, 
and that it was fulfilled in Jeſus Chriſt. 

The teſtimony of the learned Dr. Doddridge 
to the moſt intereſting part of this great man's 
character, cannot be omitted on this occaſion. 


— * According to the beſt information,” — 


Tays he, © whether public or private, I could 


«eyer obtain, his firm faich in the Divine Re- 


c velation diſcovered itſelf in the moſt genuine 


fruits of ſubſtantial virtue and piety; and con- 


cc ſequently gives us the juſteſt reaſon to con- 
ec clude, that he is now rejoicing in the happy 
« effects of it, infinitely more than in all the ap- 
cc plauſe which his philoſophical works have pro- 
* cured him, though they have commanded a 

e fame laſting as the world.” 
The diforder of which he died, was ſuppoſed 
in the bladder; which Was, at 
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times, attended with ſuch ſevere paroxiſins, as 
forced out large drops of ſweat that run down 
his face. In theſe trying circumſtances, he was 
never obſerved to utter the leaſt complaint, nor. 
to expreſs the leaſt impatience. 

He departed this life in the SE OOO TTY yeal 
of his age; and, in his principles, and conduct 
through life, has left a ſtrong and comfortable 
evidence, that the higheſt intellectual powers 
kormonize with rehgion and virtue; and that 
there is nothing in Chriſtianity but what will 

bide the ſcrutiny of the ſoundeſt and moſt en- 
1 underſtanding. 

How great and ſatisfactory a confirmation is 
it to the fincere, humble Chriſtian, and what an 
inſurmountable barrier does it preſent to the infidel 
mind „to perceive, in the liſt of Chriſtian believers, 
the exaltcd and venerable names of Bacon, New- 
ton, Boyle, Locke, Addiſon, and Lyttleton: men 
who muſt be acknowledged to be ornaments of 
human nature, when we conſider the wide com- 
paſs of their abilities, the great extent of their 
learning and knowledge, and the piety, integrity, 
and beneficence, of their lives. Theſe eminent 
characters firmly adhered to the belief of Chriſti- 
anity, after the moſt diligent and exact re- 
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ſearches into the life of its founder, the authen- 
ticity of its records, the completion of the pro- 
phecies, the ſublimity of its doctrines, the purity 
of its precepts, and the arguments of its adver- 
fies., | | 


Lapy HASTINGS, 
A LIVELY inſtance of the Power and Support 
of Religion, we have in the life, ſufferings, and 
death, of the Lady Elizabeth Haſtings. 
An ingenuous temper, a quickneſs of under- 
ſtanding, a benevolent ſpirit, a flexibility of na- 
ture, and a ſolemn ſenſe of divine things, were 
obſervable in her tender age; and in the danger- 
ous aſcent of life, her feet were guided and pre- 
ſerved in the paths of rectitude and goodneſs ; 
ſo that ſhe was not only free from the {tain of 
vice in her riſing years, but ſuperior to the 
world, and its vain and trifling amuſements. | 
Through the whole courſe of her time, her lamp 
ſhone brightly ; and, in mature age, diffuſed its 
light and influence in a wide extent around her. 
It appears that the great aim of her life was to 
promote the glory of God, and the welfare of 
Gs 
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men; keeping her ca pacities, talents, and ex- 
tenſive fortune, continually upon the ſtretch, 
for the benefit of her fellow- creatures. Of all 


her cares, a moſt eſpecial one was that of the 


ſtranger, the fatherleſs, and the widow; the 


cedy, and him that hath no helper; the lame, 
the halt, and the blind! Theſe objects drew out 
the compaſſions of her ſoul. She participated in 
their ſufferings; and would often converſe with 
mem, and inquire into their hiſtory, with great 
condeſcenſion. She ſtudied their particular 
caſes, and put them i in the way of a beter con- 
3 She often vilted them in ſickneſs, bore 
the expences of it; and, no doubt, endeavoured 
to cheer-and encourage them under all the ap- 


parent hardſhips of their allotment. 


The evening of her day was diſtinguiſhed by 


great bodily affliction, having a cancer in ths 
breaſt,. for which ſhe underwent an amputation. 
But in all her ſufferings from this cauſe, and 


even under the trying operation, her religious 


fortitude and ſerenity of mind did not forſake 


her. The reſignation of her ſpirit to the diſpen- 
ſations of Divine Providence, is ſtrongly marked. 
by the following expreſſions, which dropped from 


her during the courſe of this painful difiemper ;; 


r 
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« would not with to be out of my preſent 


cc ſituation for all the world; nor exchange it for 


cc any other, at any price.” 


The night ſubſequent to the operation, was 
not, indeed, one of much ſleep, but it was a. 
night of celeſtial peace; a time of thankſgiving 
to her God, for the viſible demonſtration of his 
power in and about her for his ſtretched out 
arm in her great deliverance z for the bountiful 


proviſions he had made for all the occations of 


her ſoul and body; and, in a-word, for all his 


bleſſings conferred upon her, 
She was, fooner than expected, ruſt to a 


comfortable ſtate of health, and to that life of 


charity and beneficence, which was the joy of 


her heart : but the diſorder—reprefſed only for a 
time appeared again with new malignity, and 
at length put a period to all the ſorrows of mor- 
tality. Her lamp and her life were, however, 
to be extinguiſhed: together, and ſhe occupied 
till her Lord came. 


A ſhort ſeaſon before her departure, animated 


with impreſſions of Divine Goodneſs, the broke 


out, with a raiſed accent, in the following man- 
181 om © Lord! N hat 1 1s it tha Fl 1 {ce LOIN 6. th 
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cc eventneſs of the glory that is revealed in me 


* that is before me!“ —ſo abundant appears 


to have been her entrance into the everlaſting 


kingdom of her Lord and Saviour. 


'The truly religious, whoſe evidences for 


SONG are clear, rational, and well founded, 
have at times, in their travel through life, a tide 
of joy ſpringing up in their minds, beyond expreſ- 
ſion; ſomething more moving and ſatisfactory 
than any can imagine, but they who perceive it. 


And when they are juſt entering upon the pro- 


miſed land, they are ſometimes favoured to have 


the ſplendour of the eternal day dawn upon 


them, and to ſhine as through the breaches of 


their ſhattered bodies; raiſing in their ſpirits 
ſuch an earneſt of happineſs, ſuch foretaſtes of 
joy, as enable them to paſs through the valley of 


death in peace and triumph. 


What a rich reward for all the croſſes and 


conflicts of. this probationary ſcene! and how 
animating a fource of encouragement, during 
our pilgrimage, to riſe above, and look beyond, 


all the troubles of time ! 


2 
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Col. James GAR DIN ER, a perſon of diſtin- 
guiſhed character, was for many years of his life 
greatly addicted to ſenſual pleaſures. With a 
ſtrong conſtitution of body, great flow of animal 
ſpirits, fine perſonal accompliſhments, and a 
large circle of gay and diſſipated companions, he 
ſeemed as amply qualified as moſt men, to range 
in the field of animal enjoyments, and to extract 
from it all that it is capable of yielding. Yet. 
this complete ſenſualiſt, in the meridian of his 
Joys, bitterly. experienced, that 


© even in 
““ laughter the heart is forrowſul, and the end 
„ of that mirth is heavineſs.“ | 

Being at one time congratulated, by ſome of 
| his diſſolute companions, on his diſtinguiſhed 
felicity, and a dog happening at that time to 
come into the room, he could not forbear groan- 
ing inwardly, and ſaying to himſelf.—“ Oh! 
c that I were that dog!“ Such was then his 
happineſs; and ſuch perhaps is that of hundreds 
more, who bear themſelves higheſt in the con- 


tempt of religion, and glory in that miſerable 
ſervitude which they affect to call liberty. 

His continual neglect of the great Author of 
his being, of whoſe perfections he could not 
doubt, and to whom he knew himſelf to be Une 
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der daily and perpetual obligations, gave him, in 
ſome moments of involuntary reflection, inex- 
preſſible remorſe 3 and this, at times, wrought 

upon him to ſuch a degree, that he reſolved he 

- would attempt to pay him ſome acknowledg- 
ments. Accordingly, for a time, he did it; re- 
peating, in retirement, ſome pailages out of the 
Pſalms, and perhaps other Scriptures, Which he : 
{till retained in his memory; and-owning, in a 
few ſtrong words, the many mercies and deliver- 
ances he had received, and the ill returns he had 


made for them. But theſe ſtrains were too de- 
vout to continue long in a heart as yet quite un 
ſanctiſied: for how readily ſoever he could re- 
peat acknowledgments of the Divine power, pre-- 
ſence, and goodneſs, and own his follies and 
faults, he was ſtopt ſhort by the remonſtrances 
of his conſcience, as to the flagrant abſurdity cf 
confeſſing fins he did not defire to forſake, and 
of pretending to praiſe God for his mercies, 
when he did not endeavour to live in his ſervice, 
and to behave in ſuch manner as gratitude, if 
| fincere, would plainly dictate. | 
At length it pleaſed the Author of all good, ſo 
to vifit his ſoul, that, heartily joining therewitb, 


he became a ſincere penitent, and continued the 
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remainder of his days, a bright and ſteady example 
of virtue and goodneſs. His gratitude to God for 
his ſingular deliverance, his continued ſenſe of 
the friendſhip of ſo gracious a Being, and Bis 
unſhaken hope of eternal happineſs, filled lis 
heart with unutterable peace and joy; and 
cauſed abundant compaſſion for thoſe unhappy 
perſons who prefer the tranſient: amuſements of 
a day, to the higheſt of all enjoyments, the pers 
petual love and favour of an Almighty Friend. 
Many of his letters, and particularly the follow- 
ipg ones to his wife, and to an intimate acquaint 
an C teſtify his favoured ſtate of mind, and 
how great was his enjoyment. in communica 
with the Father of Spirits. 

I bleſs God, I was never better in my life ; 
e and I with I could be ſo happy as to hear the 
« ſame of vou; or rather (in other words) to 
«© hear that you had obtained an entire truſt in 
«© God, That would infallibly keep you in per- 
ce fect peace; for the God. of Truth hath pro- 
„ mifed it. Oh! how ought we to be longing 
to be with Chriſt; which is infinitely better 
« than any thing we can propoſe here]! To be 
there, where all complaints ſhall, be for eve 


« baniſhed; where no mountains ſhall ſeparate be- 


| 
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ce tween God and our ſouls. And 1 hope it will 
« be ſome addition to our happineſs, that you 
and I ſhall be ſeparated no more; but that, as 
« we have joined in ſinging. the praiſes of our 


&« glorious Redeemer: here, We ſhall ſing them 


in a much higher ſtrain through an endleſs 


c eternity.” 

Speaking of one of his children, who, he had 
heard, made a commendable progreſs in learn- 
ing, he expreſſed his ſatisfaction in it, and added; 

“ But how much greater joy would it give 
“ me, to hear that he was greatly advanced in 


* the ſchool of Chriſt! Oh! that our children 


© may be wiſe to ſalvation; and may grow in 


6 grace, as they do in ſtature !” 

On another occaſion he writes thus ;—©& What 
cc would I have given this day, upon the road, 
« for paper, pen, and ink, when the Spirit of the 
«© Moſt High reſted upon me! Oh! for the pen 
& of a ready writer, and the tongue of an angel, 
&« to declare what God hath done this day for 
© my foul! But, in ſhort, it is in vain to attempt 
«it: all that I am able to ſay, is only this, that 
* my ſoul has been for ſome hours joining 
« with the bleſſed ſpirits above, in giving glory 


and honour, and praiſe, unto him that ſitteth 
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c upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever 
« and ever.” | | h 
Such were the elevations of his mind: yet 
there are many who will be inclined .to cenſure 
them, as the flights of enthuſiaſm.—But when 
of walk=- 
«ing with God; of having communion with 
cc the Father and his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; of Chriſt's 
coming to them that open the door of their 
« hearts to him, and ſupping with them; of 
God's ſhedding abroad his love in the heart by 
« his Spirit; of his coming with Jeſus Chriſt, 
© and making his abode with any one that loves 
* him; of making us glad by the light of his 
© countenance,” 


we conſider the ſcriptur al phraſes, 


and a variety of other equi- 
valent expreſſions, we ſhall ſee reaſon to judge 
very favourably of the ſentiments contained in: 
theſe letters. | 

If habitual love to God; firm faith in the Lord | 
Jeſus Chriſt ; a ſteady dependence on the divine 
promiſes; a full perſuaſion of the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of all the diſpenſations of Providence 
a high eſteem for the bleſſings of the heavenly 
world; and a fincere contempt for the vanities 
of this, can properly be called enthuſiaſm, then 
was Colonel Gardiner indeed one of the greateſt 
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enthuſiaſts our age has produced; and in pro- 


portion to the degree in which he was ſo, he mui? 


be eſtcemed one of the wiſeſt and happieſt. of 
mankind ! 


How often,” ſays the pious Grove, “ are goc 


« thoughts ſuggeited, heavenly affections kindlec 
«and inflamed | How often: is the Chriſtian 
« prompted to holy actions, drawn to his duty, re- 
« ſtored, quickened, perſuaded, in ſuch a mannes, 
e that he would be unjuſt to the Spirit of God, 


«© to queſtion his agency in the whole! Yes, O 


„ my ſoul! there is a Supreme Bring, who go- 


«© verns the world, and is preſent with it; who | 
ce takes up his more ſpecial habitation in good 
© men, and is mgh to all who call upon him, to | 
cc ſanctify and afiit them! Haſt thou not felt 
© him, O my ſoul! like another ſoul, actu- 
ec ating thy faculties, exalting thy views, purity - 
« ing thy paſſions, exciting. thy graces, and be- 
ce getting in thee an abhorrence of ſin, and a 
& love of holineſs? And is not all this an argu- 
© ment of his preſence, as truly as if thou didſh 
& ſee him?“ | | 
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A LETTER FROM J. HERVEY, WHEN ON A BED 


OF SICKNESS, TO A.FREIND, 


« My health is continually upon the decline, 
and the ſprings of life are all relaxing. My age 
18 removed, and departed from me as a ihepherd's 
tent, Medicine is baffled; and my phyſician, 

Dr. Stonehouſe, who is a dear friend to his pa- 
tient, and a lover of the Lord Jeſus, pities, but 
cannot ſuccour me. 

« Now I apprehend myſelf near the cloſe of 
life, and ſtand, as it were, on the brink of the 
grave, with eternity full in my view, perhaps 
my dear friend would be willing to know my 
ſentiments in this awful ſituation: at ſuch a 


juncture the mind is moſt unprejudiced, and the 


judgment not ſo liable to be dazzled by tho 


glitter of worldly. objects. | 
“ have been too fond of reading every thing 
valuable and elegant that has been penned i in our 


language, and been peculiarly charmed with the 


hiſtorians, orators, and poets of antiquity; but 


were I to renew my ſtudies, I would take leave 
of thoſe accompliſhed trifles ; I would reſign the 
delights of modern wits, amuſement and elo- 


guence,. and devote my attention to the Scrip- 
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tures of truth. I would fit with much greater 
alſſiduity at my Divine Maſter's feet, and de- 

ſire to know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified.” 


Dx. Isaac WarTTs affords ſuch an eminent 
example of the ſupporting and animating Power 
of Religion, under the preſſure of great bodily 
affliction, that we truſt the inſertion of it will 
be acceptable to the reader. 

We ſhall paſs over the active period of his life, 
(in which he was diſtinguiſhed by eminent piety | 
and goodneſs, and an indefatigable labour for 
the welfare of his fellow- creatures) and attend 
him, when labouring under the diſtreſſes of a 
feeble frame, and a long- continued indiſpoſition. 

Of thoſe ſeaſons of affliction, he ſays, with a 

truly elevated mind and thankful heart, he was 
not afraid to let the world know, that 
© amidſt the ſinkings of life and nature, Chriſti- 
“c anity and the Goſpel were his ſupport! Amidſt 


“ all the violence of my diſtemper, and the tire- 
( ſome months of it, I thank God, I never loſt 
e ſight of reaſon or religion, though ſometimes. | 
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„J had much ado to preſerve the machine of 
c animal nature in ſuch order, as regularly to 


cc exerciſe either the Man or the Chriſtian.“ 


The divine peace of conſcience he enjoyed 


under theſe trying circumſtances; and the ra- 


tional and Chriſtian foundation of his hope and 


truſt in the Divine Goodneſs, together with his 
humble appeal to God on theſe ſolemn occaſions, - 
are beautifully and juſtly expreſſed in his own 
devout ſoliloquy. 


& Yet, gracious God! amidſt theſe ſtorms of nature, 
„ Thine eyes behold a fvet and ſacred calm 
Reign thro? the realms of conſcience : all within 
« Lies peaceful, all compoſed. Tis wond'rous Grace 
Keeps off thy terrors from this humble boſom ; 
e 'Tho' ſtained with fins and follies, yet ſerene | 
In penitential peace and cheerful hope, 
„ Sprinkled and guarded with atoning blood. 
* Thy vital ſmiles, amidſt this deſolation, 
Like heav'nly ſunbeams, hid behind the clouds, 
“Break out in happy moments, with bright radiance 
Cleaving the gloom; the fair celeſtial light 
. & Softens and gilds the horrors of the ſtorm, 
And richeſt cordials to the heart conveys. 
TO glorious ſolace of immenſe diſtreſs, 
A Conſcience and a God! This is my rock 
Of firm ſupport, my ſhield of ſure defencc 


POWER OF RELIGION (aacWatt:, 


£42 
e Againſt infernal arrows. Riſe, my ſoul ! 
Put on thy courage: here's the living ſpring 
«© Of joys divinely ſweet and ever new, 
8. peaceful conſcience, and a ſmiling heaven. 
N God, permit a creeping worm to ſay, 
et Thy Spirit knows I love 1 Worthleſs wretch, 
4 To dare to love a God - But Grace requires, 
And Grace accepts, Thou ſeeſt my lab' ring ſoul, 
de Weak as my zeal is, yet my zeal is true; 
4c Tt bears the trying furnace. Love divine 
0 Conſtrains me: I am thine. Incarnate Love 
4% Has ſeiz d, and holds me in almighty arms: 
6 Here's my ſalvation, my eternal hope, | 
«© Amidſt the wresk of worlds and dying nature, 


4 Lam the Lord's, and he for ever mine! 


The Power of Religion was very eminently 
ſeen in him, at theſe important ſeaſons of lan- 
guid and painſul life. And after his recovery, 
what excellent effects does it ſtill produce ! HW 
was his heart enlarged with love to God! and 
in what pathetic language does he pour out his 


Spirit! 
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*« Almighty Pow'r, I love thee |! pliſeful name, | 1 
© My healer God ! and may my inmoſt heart ; 
” Love and adore for ever! O *tis good 

© To wait ſubmiſſive at thy holy throne, 


. \ 
© ; : 
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To leave petitions at thy feet, and bear 

«Thy frowns and ſilence with a patient foul, 

« The hand of Mercy is not ſhort to ſave, 

«© Nor is the ear of heavenly Pity deaf 

« To mortal cries. IT notic'd all my groans, 

« And ſighs, and long complaints, with wiſe delay, 

%% Tho painful to ta ſufferer, and thy hand 


4 Tr, proper moment brought deſired relief.“ 


And now, how amiable does he appear, when 
the ſhadows of the evening were ſtretching over 
him! In his laſt ſickneſs the active and ſprightly 
powers of his nature failed him, that is, they 
were gradually doing ſo for two or three years 
before his deceaſe; yet his truſt in God, through 
Jeſus the. Mediator, remained unſhaken to the 
Hit. He was heard to ſay, « ] bleſs God 1 


& can lie down with comfort at night, not being 


. & {glicitous whether I awake in this world or 
another.“ And again, © I ſhould be glad to 
* read more, yet - not in order to be more con- 
* firmeèd in the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, or 
jn the truth of its promiſes; for I believe them 
c enough to venture an eternity on them.“ 

When he was almoſt worn out, and broken 
down by his infirmities, he obſerved, in conver- 
ſation with a friend, that 


. 


c he remembered 


i 
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i 
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© un aged miniſter uſed to ſay, that the moſi 


cc learned and knowing Chriſtians, when they 
© come to dic, have only the ſame plain promiſes 


© of the Goſpel for their ſupport, as the common 


ce and unlearned : and ſo,” ſaid he, «T find it. It 


« js the plain promiſes of the Goſpel that are my 


4 ſupport; and I bleſs God, they are plain pro- 


© miſes, that do not require much labour and 


© pains. to underſtand them.” 


At times, when he found his ſpirit tending tc 
impatience, and ready to complain that he could 


only lead a mere animal life, he would check 


himſelf thus :--—<© The buſineſs of a Chriſtian 


“e js to bear the will of God, as well as to do it. 
c If J were in health, I could be doing that, and 


cc that I may do now. The beſt thing in obedience, 
4 js a regard to the will of God, and the way to 
© that is to get our inclinations and averſions as 
© much mortified as we can.” EY 

With ſuch a calm and peaceful mind, with ſuck 


a bleſſed and lively hope, did this reſigned ſer- 


vant of Chriſt wait for his Maiter's ſummons. 
The ſprings of life were unbending by degrees. 
till at length the earthly tabernacle fell quite to 
decay, and was put off by the immortal ſpirit, in 
the 75th year of his age. Tn 
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Tuz following intereſting examples of the 
Power of Religion, on the Minds of Perſons in 


humble life, are extracted from the—< Letters 


© of JOHN NEWTON, to an Engliſh Nobleman.” 


© Though the grand evidence of thoſe truths 
upon which our hopes are built, ariſes from the 
2uthority of God ſpeaking them in his word, and 


revealing them by his Spirit to the awakened 


| heart, (for till the heart is awakened it is incapa- 


ble of receiving this evidence); yet fome of theſ- 
truths are ſo myſterious, ſo utterly repugnant to 


te judgment of depraved nature, that through 


the remaining influence of unbelief and vain rea- 


ſoning, the temptations of Satan, and the ſubtle 
arguments with which ſome men, reputed wiſe, 
attack the foundations of our faith, the minds 
even of believers are ſometimes capable of being 


ſhaken. * I know no better corroborating evi- 


| dence for the relief of the mind under ſuch 


aſſaults, than the teſtimony of dying perſons, 
eſpecially of ſuch as have lived out of the noiſe 
of controverſy, and who, perhaps, never heard a 
ſyllable of what has been ſtarted in theſe evil 
days, againſt ſome of the important articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith. 
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ſhe repeated that expreſſion ; 
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Permit me, my Lord, to relate, upon this 
occaſion, ſome things which exceedingly truck 
me in the converſation I had with a young wo- 
man, whom I viſited in her laſt illneſs about two 
years ago. She was a ſober, prudent perſon, ct 
plain ſenſe, could read the Bible, but had read 
little beſide; her knowledge of the world was 
nearly confined to the pariſh; for I ſuppoſe ſhe 
was ſeldom, if ever, twelve miles from home in 
her life. She had known the Goſpel about ſeven 
years before the Lord viſited her with a lingering 
conſumption, which at length removed her to a 


better world. A few days before her death, in 


prayer at her bed-ſide, I thanked the Lord, that 


he gave her now to ſee that ſhe had not followed 
cunningly deviſed fables. When I had finiſhed, 
« No,” ſaid ſhe, 


not cunningly deviſed fables; theſe are reali- 


« ties indeed; Þ feel their truth; I feel their 
“ comfort. 0 tell my friends, tell my acquaint- 
6 ance, tell inquiring ſouls, tell poor ſinners, tell 
« all the daughters of Jeruſalem, (alluding to 
&« Solomon's ſong) what Jeſus has done for my 
« ſoul! Tell them, that now, in the the time of 
c need, I find him my beloved, and my friend! 


and as ſuch I commend him to them.” 


3 | nas I | 
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c deſcribed.” 


147 
She then fixed her eyes ſtedfaſtly upon me, 


and proceeded as well as I can recollect, as fol- 
lows : 


« Sir, you are highly favoured in be- 
ce ing called to preach the Goſpel. I have often 
cc heard you with pleaſure ; but give me leave to 
ce tell you, that I now ſee all you have ſaid, or 
«can fay, is comparatively but little. Nor till 
* you come into my fituation, and have death 


« and eternity full in your view, will it be poſſi- 


« ble for you to conceive the vaſt weight and 


« ;mportance of the truths you declare. Oh! 
« Sir, it is a ſerious thing to die; no words can 


ec expreſs what is needful to ſupport the foul in 


c the ſolemnity of a dying hour.” 


When I viſited her again, ſhe ſaid, a ] fee! 
ce that my hope is fixed upon the Rock of Ages; I 
© know in whom I have believed. But the ap- 
„ proach of death preſents a proſpect, which is, 


ce till then, hidden from us, and which cannot be 


She ſaid much more to the 
ſame purpoſe; and in all ſhe ſpoke there were 


dignity, weight, and evidence. We _ well ſay 


With Elihu,—“ who teacheth like him ?? 


« Many inſtances of the 1 ike kind J have met 


with here. I have a poor gi near me, whoſe 
vatural capacity is very ſmall; but the Lord has 
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been pleaſed to make her acquainted alternatcly 
with great temptations, and proportionably great 
diſcoveries of his love and truth; ſometimes, 


when her heart is enlarged, I liſten to her with 
- aſtoniſhment. I think no books or miniſters 1 


ever met with, have given me ſuch an impreſſion 


and underſtanding of what the Apoſtle ſtyles— 


ee the deep things of God,” —as I have, upon 


ſome occaſions, received from her converſation. 
« We have loſt another of the people here. 
A mother in our Iſracl. A perſon of much ex- 
perience, eminent grace, wiſdom, and uſcſulneſs. 
She walked with God forty years. She was one 
of the Lord's poor; but her poverty was decent, 
ſanctified, and honourable. She lived reſpected, 
and her death is conſidered as 2 public loſs. . It 


is a great loſs to me; I ſhall miſs her advice and 


cxample, by which I have been often edified and 


d. Almoſt her laſt words were,—* Th 
& Lord is my portion, ſaith my ſoul.” 

« My attendance upon. the ſick is not always 
coually comfortable; but could I learn aright, 
it might be equally inſtructixe. Some confirm 


the preciouſneſs of a Saviour to me, by the 


cheerfulneſs with which, through faith in his 
\ 


1e, they meet the King of Terrors. Others, 


nan 
4025 
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OS 


ww leſs confirm it, by the terror and reluctane? 
they diſcover, when they find they mult die. 
For though there are too many who ſadly flight 
the bleſſed Goſpel, while they are in health, yet, 
in this place, moſt are too far enlightened to be 
quite thoughtle es about their ſouls, if they retain 
their ſenſes in their laſt illneſs. Then, like the 
fooliſh virgins, they ſay,—< Give us of your oil!“ 
“Through the Lord's goodneſs, ſeveral whom 
J have viſited in theſe circumſtances, have af- 
forded good hope. I. have ſcen a marvellous - 
and bleſſed change take. place, in their lan- 
guage, views, and temper, in a few days. a 
now viſit a young 'perſon; who is cut ſhort in 
her 19th year by a conſumption, and I think 
cannot live many days, I found her very ignor- 
ant and inſenſible, and the remained ſo a good 
witte1 but of late I hope her Heart is. touch- 
ed. She feels her loſt ſtate; ſhe ſeems to have 
ſome right deſires; pe” I cannot but hope the 
Lord 1s teaching her, and will reveal himſelf to 
her before ſhe departs. 
Rut the ſcene is ſometimes diferent. I ſaw 
2 young woman die laſt week: I had been often 
with her; but the night ſhe was re: moved, ſhe 
could only ſay — 01 cannot live! I canno 
| U 3 


—— 


ew 2 4 


+ — 
's . 


— 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
5 
| 
1 
8 
{| 
| 
al 


=_ POWER OF RELIGION (Fehn Newton, - 


live! She repeated this mournful complaint 
as long as ſhe could ſpeak; for as the vital powers 
were more oppreſſed, her voice was changed into 


groans; her groans grew fainter and fainter; and 


in about a quarter of an hour aſter {ſhe had done 


freaking, ſhe expired. Poor thing, I thought as I 
ſtood by her bed-ſide, if you were a ducheſs, in 
this fituation, what could the world do for you 


now ! I thought likewife, how many things are 


there that now give us pleaſure or pain, and aſſume 


a mighty importance in our view, which, in a 
dying hour, will be no more to us, than the 
clouds which fly unnoticed over our heads. 
'Cken the truth of our Lord's declaration will be 
ſeen, felt, and acknowledged, “ One thing is 
« needful.”—And we ſhall be ready to apply 
Grotius's dying confeſſion to, alas! a great part 
of our lives: 


« Ah! I have conſumed my life, 
*in laboriouſly doing nothing.” 
How greatly doth it exalt the mercy and good- 


neſs of the univerſal Parent of mankind, to per- 


ceive that his regard is equally towards his chil- 


dren and people, whatever may be their ſtations 
and conditions in the world! Verily, to the poor 
and illiterate, as well as to the rich and learned, 


the Goſpel is preached ; and thoſe of every claſs 
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who become truly humble and poor in ſpirit, and 
thoſe only, will cordially receive and rejoice in it 
Learning and knowledge are, indeed, ornaments 
and improvements of our nature; and, as well as 
riches, ſtation, and influence, enable us to enlarge 
the ſphere of our utility and beneficence : but it is 
not hence to be inferred, either that theſe quali- 
fications are not attended with peculiar dangers, 
temptations, and inquietudes, or that the Father of 
Spirits, who is juſt and equal in all his ways, re- 
gards their poſſeſſors with diſtinguiſhed marks 
of his favour. The wiſdom. of Providence, to 
promote order and government in the earth, 
| hath, indeed, ordained a diverſity of talents and 
conditions amongſt men; but he has alſo graci- 
ouſly declared, that to the religious and faithful 
improvement, of even the feweſt talents, ſhall be 
annexed the higheſt reward that can be conferred 
c“ Well done, good 
* and faithful ſervant; enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord.“ —-A humble and teachable dif- | 


poſition, a pious, upright, and benevolent tem- 


upon us; namely, that of 


per of mind, are incomparably of greater worth, 
than all the accompliſhments and poſſeſſions of 


the world; and they are the only attainments 


which, in all degrees of knowledge, and in every 
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ſtation and condition of life, will procure the 
Divine Favour, and advance us to real Honour 
and happineſs. 


Sai A. hat... ad 


Tun FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF AN AFFECTING, 
MOURNFUL EXIT, IS RELATED BY DR. YOUNG, 


WHO WAS PRESENT AT THE MELANCHOLY SCENE. 


TUB ſad evening beſore the death of that no- 
ble youth, whoſe laſt hours ſuggeſted theſe 
thoughts, I was with him. No one was there, 
but his phyſician, and an intimate whom he. 
loved, and whom he had ruined. At my coming 
in, he ſaid, | 


& too late.—I have neither life nor hope. You 


« You and the phyſician are come 


« both aim at miracles. You would raiſe the 
« dead!“ 

« Heaven,” I ſaid, „Was merciful” —« * a 
exclaimed hie, “ I could not have been thus 
« guilty. What has it not done to bleſs, and to: 
« ſave me? I have been too ſtrong for Omnipo- 
© tence | I have plucked down ruin. I ſaid, 
« the bleſſed Redeemer,” —* Hold hold! you 
« wound me !—That is the rock on þ winch I ſplit 


1 —1 denied his name!“ 


* 96 


clock ſtruck: Then with vehemence; 


have left him. 
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«© Refuſing to hear any thing from me, or take 


any thing from the phyſician, he lay ſilent, as far 


2s ſudden darts of pain would permit, till the 


« Oh 
« time! time! It is fit thou ſhouldſt thus ſtrike 


© thy murderer to the heart How art thou fled 
« ſor ever IA month !—Oh, for a ſingle week | 
66 aſk not for years; Though an age were too 
& little for the much I have to do.” 

On my faying, we could not do too much: 
that hea: en was a bleſied place 


&« So much the worſe, *Tis loſt ! 'tis lot. Ke 


Heaven is to me the fevereit part of hen? 


Soon after I propoſed - prayer. Pray you 
« that can. I never prayed. --I cannot pray: 
“Nor need I. Is not Heaven on my fide al- 
85 ready? It cloſes with my conſcience. Its ſæ- 
« vereſt ſtrokes but ſecond my own.“ 

&« His friend being much touched , even to tears, 


at this (who could forbear ? I could not), with a 
«{ Keep thoſe 
e tears for thyſelf. I have undone thee.—Doſt 


moſt affectionate look, he ſaid; 


1 


©xecp. for me? that's cruel, What can pain 


ent more 7: | : 


Here his friend, too much affected, would 
No, ſtay; thou ſill may'ſt 
8 Hs 
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cc hope ;—therefore hear me. How madly have 


I talk'd! How madly haſt thode Fftened, and 
ce believed! but look on my prefent- ſtate, as 2 
« full anſwer to thee, and to myſelf. This body 
&« is all weakneſs and pain; but my ſoul, as if 
« ſtung up by torment to greater ſtrength and 
ce ſpirit, is full powerful to reaſon ; full mighty 
cc to ſuffer. And that, which thus triumphs 


& within the jaws of immortality, is, doubtleſs, 


« jmmortal—And, as for a Diety, nothing leſs 
« than an Almighty could inflict what 1 feel.” 


©] was about to congratulate this paſſive, i invo- 


luntary confeſſor, on his aſſerting the two prime 


articles of his creed, extorted by the rack of na- 


ture; when he thus, very paſſionately:—“ No, 


© no! let me ſpeak on. I have not long to ſpeak. 
6 —My much injured friend! my ſoul, as my 


cc body, lies in ruins; in ſcattered fragments of 


broken thought—Remorſe for the paſt, throws 


&© my thought on the future. Worſe dread of 
* the future, ſtrikes it back on the paſt. I turn, 
„and turn, and find no ray. Didſt thou feel 
« half the mountain that is on me, thou wouldit 


“ ſtruggle with the martyr for his ſtake; and 


A bleſs heaven for the flames !—that is not an 


* 


A 
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* everlaſting flame; that is not an unquenchable 
cc fire.” | 

« How were we ſtruck ! yet, ſoon after, {till 
more. With what an eye of diſtraction, what 
a face of deſpair ! he cried out : 


% My prin- 
« ciples have poiſoned my friend; my extrava- 
„ gance has beggared my boy; my unkindneſs 
© has murdered my wife !—And is there ano- 

„ther hell ?—Oh! Thou blaſphemed, yet indul- 
gent, LORD GOD! Hell itſelf is a refuge, if 
it hide me from thy frown !” 

Soon aſter, his underſtanding failed. His ter- 
rified imagination uttered horrors not to be re- 
pcated, or ever forgotten. And ere the Sun (which 
1 hope has ſeen few like him) aroſe, the gay, 
young, noble, ingenious, accompliſhed, and moſt 
wretched Altamont expired! 

« If this is a man of pleaſure, what is a man of 
pain ? How quick, how total, is their tranfit ! In 
what a diſmal gloom they ſet for ever! How 
Mort, alas! the day of their rejoicing |—For a 
moment they glitter—they dazzle. In a mo- 
ment, where are they? Oblivion covers their 
memories. Ah! would it did! Infamy ſnatches 
them from oblivion. In the long-living annals 
of infamy their triumphs are recorded. Thy 
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ſufferings Kill bleed in the boſom (poor Alta- 
mont!) of the heart-ſtricken friend for Alta- 
mont had a friend. He might have had many. 
His tranſient morning might have been the dawn 
of an immortal day. His name might have been 
gloriouſly enrolled in the records of eternity. 
His memory might have left a ſweet fragrance 
behind it, grateful to the ſurviving friend, ſalu- 
tary to the ſucceeding generation. With what 
capacities was he endowed ! with what advan- 
tages, for being greatly good! But with the 
talents of an angel, a man may. be a fool. If 
he judges amiſs in the ſupreme point, judging 
right in all elſe, but aggravates his folly ; as. 
it {kews him wrong, though bleed with the beit 


capacity of being right.“ 


Ll 


The late Soame JENNINGS, Eiq. Member ot 
Parliament for Cambridge, is well known to have 
been a man of talents, viriue, and learning. 

The ſentiments of this diſtinguiſhed perſon, 
on the purity .and excellence of the ſpirit and 
precepts of the Goſpel, contain ſuch a ſtrong 


teſi,mony to tie power and efficacy of true Re- 
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gion ; and appear to have been formed ſo much 
under its influence, that we ſhall cloſe theſe Me- 
moirs with a few extracts from them. 

« Let us examine, ſays he, what are the new: 
precepts in the Chriſtian Religion, which pecu- 
liarly correſpond with its object, the preparing 
us for the kingdom of heaven.. Of theſe, the chief 
are, poorneſs of ſpirit, forgiveneſs. of injuries, 
and charity to all men: to theſe-we may add 
repentance, faith, ſelf - abaſement, and a de- 
tachment from the world; all moral duties pecu- 
liar to this Religion, and abſolutely neceſfary to 
the attainment of its end- 

« Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit; for theirs is 


Ey which poor- 


« the kingdom of heaven.” 
neſs of ſpirit, is to be underſtood a diſpoſition of 
mind, meek, humble, ſubmiſſive to power, void 
of ambition, patient of injuries, and free from al 

reſentment. This was fo new, and fo oppoſite to 
the ideas of all Pagan moraliſts, that they thought 
this temper of mind a criminal and contemptible 
meanneſs, which muſt induce men to ſacrifice 
the glory of their country, and their own ho- : 
' Nour to a ihametul puſillanimity; and ſuch it 
appears to almoſt all who are called Chriſtians, | 


even at this day, who not only reject it in prav- 
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tice, but diſavow it in principle, notwithſtanding 
this explicit declaration of their maſter. We 
ſee them revenging the ſmalleſt affronts by pre- 
meditated murder,. as individuals, on principles 
of honour; and in their national capacities, de- 
ſtroying each other with fire and ſword, for the 
low conſiderations of commercial intereſts, the 
balance of rival powers, or the ambition of 
Princes: we ſee them, with their laſt breath, 
animating each other to a ſavage revenge; and 
in the agonies of death, plunging, with feeble 
arms, their daggers into the hearts of their oppo- 
nents: and, what is ſtill worſe, we hear all theſe 
barbariſms celebrated by Hiſtorians; flattered by 
Poets; applauded in Theatres; approved in Se- 
nates; and even ſanctiſied in Pulpits! But uni- 
verſal practice cannot alter the nature of things, 
nor univerſal error change the nature of truth. 
Pride was not made for man, but humility, 
meekneſs, and reſignation ;. that is, poornefs of 
ſpirit was made for man, and properly belongs 
to his dependent and precarious ſituation; and. 
is the only diſpoſition of mind, which can enable 
him to enjoy cale and quiet here, and happineſs. 
hereafter. Yet was this important precept en- 


:tirely unknown, until it was promulgated by 
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him, who ſaid, « Suffer little children to 
« come unto me, and forbid them not; for of 


c ſuch is the kingdom of heaven : verily I ſay 
c unto you, whoever ſhall not receive the king- 
ec dom of God as a little child, he ſhall not enter 
« therein.” | 

“Another precept, equally and no leſs excellent, 
“Je have heard,” 
ſays Chriſt to his diſciples, —* Thou ſhalt love 
« thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy: but I 


4s forgiveneſs of injuries. 


« fay unto you, love your enemies; bleſs them | 
ce that curſe you; do good to them that hate 
« you; and pray for them which deſpitefully 


cc uſe you, and perſecute vou.“ This was a 
leſſon ſo new, and ſo utterly unknown, till 
taught by his doctrines, and enforced by his ex- 
ample, that the wiſeſt moraliſts of the wiſeſt na- 
tions and ages, repreſented the deſire of revenge 
as a mark of a noble mind, and the accompliſn- 
ment of it as one of the chief felicities attendant 
on a fortunate man. 5 

„ But how much more magnanimous, how 
much more beneficial to mankind is forgiveneſs ! 
It is more magnanimous, becauſe every generous 


-and exalted diſpoſition of the human mind is 


reguiſite to the practice of it; for theſe alone can 


— 
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enable us to bear the wrongs and inſults of wicl- 


edneſs and folly, with patience, and to look dow: 


on the perpetrators of them, with pity, rather 


than indignation; theſe alone can teach us, th:t 
{uch are but a part of thoſe ſufferings allotted to 
us in this ſtate of probation; and to know, that 
to overcome evil with good, is the moſt glorious 


of all victories: It is the moſt beneficial, be- 


cauſe this amiable conduct alone can put an end 


to a continual ſucceſſion of injuries and retalia- 
tions; for every retaliation becomes a new in- 
jury, and requires another act of revenge for 
ſatisfaction. But would we obſerve this ſalutary 
precept, to love our enem ics, and to do good to 
thoſe who deſpitefully uſe us, this obſtinate be- 
nevolence would at laſt conquer the moſt inve- 
terate hearts, and we ſhould have no ene mies to 
forgive. How much more exalted a character 
therefore is a Chriſtian Martyr, ſuffering with 
reſignation, and praying for the guilty, than that 
of a Pagan Hero, breathing. revenge, and de- 
ſtroying the innocent! Yet, noble and uſeful as 
this tirtue is, before the appearance of this Reli- 
gion, it was not only unpractiſed, but decried 


in principle, as mean and ignominious, though 


io obvious a remedy for moſt.of the miſeries of 
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this life, and fo neceſſary a qualification for the 
happineſs of another. 

« Repentance is another new moral duty 
ſtreuonuſly inſiſted on by this Religion. But no 
repentance can remove our depravity, but ſuch 
as entirely changes the nature and diſpoſition of 
the offender z\ which in the nn of ne 
ture is called“ Being born again.” | 

„Mere contrition for paſt crimes, nor even 
the pardon of them, cannot effect this, unleſs it; 
operate to this entire converſion or new birth, 
as it is properly and emphatically. named; for 
ſorrow can no more purity a mind corrupted by 
a long continuance in vitious habits, than it can: 
reſtore health to a body diſtempered by a long: 
courſe of vice and intemperance. Hence alſo, 
every one who is in the leaſt acquainted with 
himſelf, may judge of the reaſonableneſs of the: 
hope that is in him, and of his ſituation in a. 
future ſtate, by that of his preſent. 

« If he feels in himſelf a temper, proud, tur- 
bulent, vindictive, and malevolent, and a violent 
attachment to the pleaſures or buſineſs of the 
world, he may be aſſured, that he muit be ex- 
cluded from the kingdom of heaven; not only 


becauſe his conduct can attract no ſuch reward; 


* 
* 
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but becauſe, if admitted, he would find there no 
objects ſatisfactory to his paſſions, inclinations, 
and purſuits. 

© Faith is another moral duty enjoined by this 
inſtitution, and to be found in the New Teſta- 
ment: where, in general, it ſignifies. an humble, 


teachable, and candid diſpoſition, a truſt in God, 


and confidence in his promiſes z and it is always 
a direct contraſt to pride, obſtinacy, and ſelf- 
conceit. | : 
« Self-abaſement is another moral duty incul- 
eated by this Religion only; which requires us 
wen our own virtues, to the grace, 


and favour of our Creator; and to acknowledge, 8 
that we can do nothing good by our own powers, 


unleſs aſſiſted by his over-ruling influence. This 


doctrine ſeems, at firſt ſight, to infringe on our 


free-will, and to deprive us of all merit; but, on 


a cloſer examination, the truth of it may be demor- 


ftrated both by reaſon and experience, and that 


in fact it does not impair the one, or depreciate 
the other; and that it is productive of ſo much 
humility, reſignation, and dependence on God, 
that it juſtly claims a place amongſt the mol: 
iluftrious moral virtues. 
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« Detachment from the world is another moral 
virtue conſtituted by this Religion alone ſo 
new, that, even at this day, few of its profeſſors 
can be periuaded, that it is required, or that it is 
any virtue at all. By this detachment from the 
world, is not to be underſtood a ſecluſion from 
ſociety, abſtraction from all buſineſs, or retire- 
ment to a gloomy cloiſter. Induſtry and labour, 
cheerfulneſs and hoſpitality, are frequently re- 
commended; nor is the acquiſition of wealth. 
and honours prohibited, if they can be obtained 
by honeſt means, and a moderate degree of atten- 
tion and care: but ſuch an unremitted. anxiety, 
and perpetual application, as engrois our whole 
time and thoughts, are forbid, becauſe they are 
incompatible with the ſpirit of this Religion, and 

muſt utterly diſqualify us for the attainment of 
its great end. We toil on in the vain purſuits. 
and frivolous occupations of the world, die in 
our harneſs, and then expect, if no gigantic crime 
ſtand in the way, to ſtep immediately into the 
kingdom of heaven: but without a previous de- 
tachment from the buſineſs of this world, we 
cannot be prepared for the happineſs of another. 

« Yet this could make no part of the morality 


of Pagans, becauſe their virtues were altogether 
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connected with this buſineſs, and conſiſted chicily 
in conducting it with honour to themſelves, and 
benefit to the public: but Chriſtianity has a no- 
bler object in view, which, if not attended to, 
muſt be loſt for ever. This object is that 
celeſtial manſion, of which we ſhould never loſe 
ſight, and to which we ſhould be ever advancing: 
during our journey threagh life: but this by no 
means precludes us from performing the buſi- 
neſs, or enjoying the amuſements of travellers, 
provided they detain us nct too long, nor eas us 
out of our way. | 

© Another precept, firſt noticed and firſt en- 
joined by this inſtitution, is charity to all mens. - 
What this is, we may beſt learn from the admir- 
abie deſcription, painted in the following words: 
— Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind; cha- 
© rity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itſelf; 
ce jg not puffed up; doth not behave itſelf un- 
« ſeemly; ſeeketh not her own; is not eaſily 

&« provoked ; thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in 
« iniquity, but rejoiceth in truth; beareth all 
« things; believeth all things; hopeth alt 
“e things; endureth all things.” — 


Here we 


have an accurate delineation of this bright con- 
&cllation. of all virtues, which . conſiſts not, as 
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many imagine, in the building of monaſteries, 
endowment of hoſpitals, or the diſtribution of 
alms; but in ſuch an amiable dipoſition of mind, 
as exerciſes itſelf every hour in acts of kindneſs, 
patience, complacency, and benevolence to all 
around us; and which alone is able to promote 
happineſs in the preſent life, or render us capa- 
ble of receiving it in another. And yet this is 
totally new, and ſo it is declared to be by the 
Author of it; 


* 


« A new commandment I give 
ce unto you, that ye love one another; as J have 
loved you, that ye love one another; by this 


&« ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, 


if ye have love one to another.“ This bene- 
volent diſpoſition is made the great characteriltic 
of a Chriſtian, the teſt of lis obedience, and the 
mark by which he is to be diſtinguiſhed. 

This love for each other, is that charity juſt 
now deſcribed, and contains all thoſe qualities, 
which are there attributed to it; humility, pa- 
tience, meckneſs, and beneficence: without which 
we muſt live in perpetual difcord, and conſe- 
quently cannot pay obedience to this command- 
ment, by loving one another: a commandment 
fo ſublime, ſo rational, and ſo beneficial, fo wiſely 


Calculated to correct the depravity, diminiſh the 


1 
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wickedneſs, and abate the miſeries of human na- 


ture, that, did we univerſally comply with it, we 
ſhould ſoon be relieved from all the inquietudes 
ariſing from our own unruly paſſions, anger, 
envy, revenge, malice, and ambition; as well as 
from all thoſe injuries, to which we are perpetu- 
ally expoſed from the indulgence of the ſame 


paſſions in others. It would alſo preſerve our 


minds in ſuch a ſtate of tranquillity, and ſo pre- 


pare them for the kingdom of heaven, that we 
ſhould ſlide out of a life of peace, love, and be- 
nevolence, into that celeſtial ſociety, by an almoſt 
imperceptible tranſition.” 


2 
's 
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CONCLUSION. 
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— = 


% 


Tur Reader has been preſented, in the pre- 
ceding collection, with the teſtimonies and ex- 
perience of a number of his fellow- creatures, of 
different periods, countries, profeſſions, and fitu- 
ations in life; all uniting in their atteſtation to 
the Power and excellence of true Religion, as 
our ſureſt guide and conſolation through time, 
and the only means of ſecuring eternal hap- 
pineſs. This ſolemn and concurrent teſtimony is 
of great weight, as it proceeds from ſome of the 
moſt eminent perſons that have ever appeared in 
the world, whether we conſider their ſtation, 
their abilities, or their virtue. The wiſdom and 
experience of ſuch characters, addreſſing us on a 
ſubject of the moſt intereſting nature, is certainly 
an object of great moment, and one that claims 
our ſerious and reverent attention. 

Some of them ſeem not to have been deeply 


impreſſed with religious conſiderations, till near 


the termination of their days; and they have 
R ee, 
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then had to lament the miſapplication of thei: 
time, and the poſtponing the great end for which 
they had a Bcing.—Others appear to have made 
an early, or more ſeaſonable, choice of virtue 
and goodneſs for their portion; and to have ſpent 
a great part of life in the fear and love of God, 
and in doing good to mankind : they have en- 
joyed that peace of mind, which the world could 
neither give nor take away; and a cheering well- 
grounded hope has accompanied them to the 
cloſing ſcene, that there was reſerved for them a 
crown of immortal honour.— What an evidence 
on behalf of piety and virtue What a diſſuaſive 
from vice and folly !—And how animating to 
weary travellers, to perſevere in the paths of 
goodneſs, and to keep their eyes fixed on that 
bappy country, where they too ſhall reſt for ever 
from all their labours ! 

But we live in a world of danger and tempta- 
tion. Propenſities to evil are powerful; and thc 
riches, honours, and pleaſures of life, are con- | 
tinually alluring us to an immoderate love and 
purſuit of them: and as the ſubtle enemy of all 
good, is perpetually on the watch to avail himſelf 


of our weakneſs and expoſure, and to enſnare 


and deſtroy us, our fafety conſiſts in being always 
F | 


* 
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upon our guard, and in ſteadfaſtly inne every 
approach of evil. | 

But who is ſuſhcient for theſe hi 3 this 
ſituation, how ſhall we preſerve our innocence, 
maintain the warfare, and finally become victori- 


ous ? There is no ſurer truth, than that this 


power is not of ourſelves; but that it proceeds 


from the grace of God, unto whom we are di- 


rected to apply daily, for preſervation in tempta- 


tion, and deliverance from evil.—The peruſal of 
valuable books, reflection, converſe, and other 
means of moral and intellectual improvement, are 


indeed of great uſe and importance. Beſides en- 


larging the mind, and promoting our temporal 
comfort and advantage, they may be the means 


of ſpreading before us a pleaſing view of the 


beauty and excellence of Religion; and may oc- 


caſion ſome deſires for the poſſeſſion of that hap- 


pineſs which it confers: but unleſs the Divine 


AID be ſought for and ſuperadded, they will be 


defeCtive in principle, and will not be able to 
produce that ſtrength of reſolution, and ſteady 


perſeverance, which are neceflary to crown our 
labours with ſucceſs. Intereſt, paſſion, depraved 
inclination, and the love of the world, in con- 
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ſtant operation, are too powerful to be con- 
trouled, by ſlight and temporary convictions of 
mind, or feeble and tranſient wiſhes of the heart. 
May we, therefore, never eee With 
even clear apprehenſions of our duty, juſt ſenti- 
ments of the amiableneſs and excellence of Re- 
ligion, and frequent deſires to be its diſciples, 
and partake of its felicity; nor be content with 

cultivating the moſt refined and regular ideas on 
| theſe ſubjects: but may it be our moſt weighty 
and ſteadfaſt concern, in the uſe of all the means 
of improvement, to look up, through the Re- 
deemer of the world, to the Giver of every good 
and perfect gift, for the gracious aſliſtance of 
his Holy Spirit, in the great work of our ſalva- 
tion; as that alone which can bring into opera- 
tion our ſentiments and deſires, ſanctify and 
render effectual our endeavours to pleaſe him, 
and produce in us the higheſt perfection of our 


\ 


nature. 5 

He that formed our ſpirits, who is conſtantly 
preſent with us, and without whoſe ſuperintend- 
gnce not a ſparrow falls to the ground, knows 
all our wants and frailties; and is not only able, 
but abundantly diſpoſed, to grant all that we 
requeſt, according to his will, for our ſupply and 
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ſupport. e Aſk, and it ſhall be given you; 
& ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be 


&« opened unto you.” 


Let us not, therefore, 
be diſmayed with the perils of our ſituation, and 
the feebleneſs of our powers; but with pre- 
pared hearts, and in humble confidence, apply 
to the Father of Light and Goodneſs, ſor his 
protection and aſſiſtance, to conduct us ſaſely 


through the preſent life, and to qualify us for a 


happy immortality. 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF 
THE PLAGUE 
Which prevailed in 
The City 7 LONDON, in the Year 1665 


EXTRACTED FROM THE MEMOIRS OF A PERSON WHO RE- 
SIDED THE&E, DURING the WHOLE TIME OF THE IN- 


FZCTICN 


Ausr. the many calamities with Which 
he Almighty is pleaſed to viſit the children of 
men, in order to reduce them to a juſt ſenſe of 
their weakneſs, and to an entire lependence u don 
him, there are ſcarcely any that are more pro- 
ductive of true penitent humiliation, and a ſiglit 


ks 
of what is really good, and truly evil, than thoſe 


contagious diſtempers wich an offended God, Wa 


ſometimes, ſuffers to rage amongſt the people. 5 
In the year 1665, the City of London was ſorely 
viſited by the Plague: an account of the progreſs 


aud effects of that viſitation, was kept by a 
8 53 


176 ACCOUNT OF THE PLAGUE 


citizen who remained there during the whole 
time of the fickneſs, and who appears to have 
been candid and judicious in his remarks. It is 
hoped the reader will, in a ſhort deſcription of 
that memorable judgment, meet with ſome leſſons 
of beſt wiſdom, and derive inſtruction from this 
cloſe and ſerious converſe with death and the 
Wiss 


ce The introduction of this contagion in Lon- 

don, was by ſome goods imported from Holland, 

which had been brought thither from the Levant. 
„It firſt broke out in the houſe where thoſe goods. 


were opened, from whence it ſpread to others. 
= In the firſt houſe that was infected, there died 
= four perſons: a neighbour who went to viſit 

them, on returning home, gave the diſtemper to 
\* her family, and died with all her houſehold. The 
diſorder ſpread, and the Pariſh Officers, who 
were employed about the ſick perſons, being alſo 
infected, the phyſicians perceived the danger, 


2 d, upon narrow inſpection, were aſſured that 
N 1 was indeed the Plague, with all its terrifying | 
particulars, and that it threatened a general in- 
fection. The people began now to be alarmed 
all over the town; the number of burials, within 


the bills of mortality, for a week, was generally 
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about 240 to 300; but from the 24th to the 25:h 
of January, the printed bill was 474. However, 
the froſt continuing very ſevere till near the end 
of February, the bills decreaſed, and people be- 
gan to look upon the danger as over; but in 
May, the bills greatly increaſed, and the weather 

becoming hot, the infection ſpread again in a 
N manner. | 

« I lived, ſays the Author, without Aldgate, 
and as the diſtemper had not reached to that fide 


ity, our neighbourhood continued eaſy 

but at the other end of the town, the conſterna- 
tion was very great z. and the nobility and gentry, 
with their families, thronged out of the town in 
an unuſual manner. Nothing was to be ſeen 
but waggons, carts, and coaches, with goods and 
people, and horſe-men attending them, hurrying 
away; then empty waggons and carcs appeared, 
which were apparently returning to fetch more 

people: beſides innumerable crowds of people 

on horſeback, fitted out for travelling. This. 4 


was a very melancholy proſpect; indeed there 

was nothing elſe of moment to be ſeen; it filled. 

my mind with very ſerious thoughts of the 

miſery that was coming upon the city, and the 

unhappy condition of thoſe who would be left 
I; 


* 


— 
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in it. By the end of July, the contagion had 


ſpread and increaſed to a great degree: ſorrow 


and ſadneſs at upon every face; and tho' ſome. 
parts were not yet overwhelmed, all looked 
deeply concerned. London might well be ſaid 
to be all in tears. The mourners did not go 
about the ſtreets, for nobody made a formal dreſs 
of mourning for their neareſt relations; but the 
voice of mourning was, indeed, heard in the 
ſtreets : the faricks of women and children at the 
windows and doors of their houſes, where their 


deareſt relations were dying, were ſo frequently 


heard, as we paſſed, that it was enough to pierce 
the ſtouteſt heart. Tears and lamentations were 
perceived in almoſt every houſe, eſpecially in the 


Hrſt part of the viſitation ; for, towards the latter 


end, people did not ſo much concern themſelves 


for the loſs of their friends, expecting that them- 
ſelves would be ſuramoned the next hour. 


It was a time of very unhappy breaches: 


amongſt us, in matters of Religion: divitions, 


and ſeparate opinions prevailed; the Church of 


England had been lately reſtored, and the Preſby- 


terians and other profeſſions had ſct up their 


meetings for worſhip, and apart, in which they 


zer frequently diſturbed, the government en- 
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deavouring to ſuppreſs them. But this dreadful 
viſitation reconciled the different parties, and 
took away all manner ot prejudice and ſcrupie 
from the people. Yet after the ſickneſs was over, 
that ſpirit of charity ſubſided, and things returned 
to their old channel. Here we may obſerve, that 
ancarer view of death would ſoon reconcile men 
of good principles to one another; and that it is 


chiefly owing to our ealy ſituations in life, and 


our puj ing theſe things far from us, that our 
y 82 e fomented, and that there is ſo much 
prejudice and want of Chriitian charity and 
union amongſt us. A cloſe view and converſe 
with death, or with diſeaſes that threaten death, 
would ſcum off the gall of our tempers, remove 
our animoſities, and bring us to fee with differ- 
ent eyes. On the other fide of the graves we 
ſhall all be brethren again. 
The inns of court were now all ſhut up; 
there were but few lawyers to be ſeen in the 
city; indeed there was no need of them, for 
quarrels and diviſions about intereſt had ceaſed 
every body was at pcace. 8 
&« It was alſo worthy of obſervation, as well as 
fruitful of inſtruction, to remark with what ala- - 
. the people, of all perſuaſions, embraced the 
I Me | 


180 | ACCOUNT OF THE PLAGUP 


opportunities they had of attending upon the 
public worſhip, and other appointed times of de- 
votion, as humiliations, faſtings, and public con- 
teſhon of ſins, to implore the mercy of God, and 
avert the judgment which hung over their heads. 
The churches were ſo thronged, that there was, 
often, no coming near; no, not to the very door 
of the largeſt churches. There were alſo daily 
prayers appointed, morning and evening, at which 


the people attended with uncommon deygtac 


'C 
- "IE: 


. 
. 


All plays and interludes, which had My be- 
gun to increaſe amongſt us, were prohibited ; 
the gaming-tables, public dancing-rooms, and : 
muſic-houſes, which had multiplied, and begun 
to debauch the manners of the people, were ſhut 
up and ſuppreſſed, finding no trade; for the 
minds of the people were generally humbled and 
agitated with. other things : Death was before 
their eyes, and every body began to think of 
their graves. 5 By 

« The infection ftill gradually increaſed till 
the middle of Auguſt, when there died a thou- 
ſand 2-day, by the account of the weekly bills, 
though they never gave a full acoount, by many 
thouſands: many of the pariſn-officers were 
taken ſick themſelves, and died when their ac- 
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count was to be given in. The pariſh of Stepney 


alone, had, within the year, one hundred and 


ſixteen ſextons, grave-diggers, carriers of the 


dead, &c. Indeed the work was not of a nature 


to allow them leiſure to take an exact tale of the 


dead bodies, which were all thrown together! in 


the dark in a pit, to which no man could eome 
near without the utmoſt peril. 

6 had, (ſays the Author) the care of my bro- 
haute, which obliged me ſometimes to go 
WET theſe walks, I had diſmal ſcenes be- 


fore my eyes, particularly of perſons falling dead ; 


in the ſtreets, and heard terrible ſhrieks of wo- 
men, who, in their agonies, would throw open 
their chamber-windows, and cry out in a ſad 
and affecting manner. It is impoſſible to de- 
{cribe the variety of poſtures in which the paſſions 
of the poor people would expreſs themſelves.— 
Paſſing through Token-Houſe Y ard, of a ſudden 
a caſement violently opened juſt over my head, 
and a woman gave three frightiul ſhrieks, and 
then cried, “ Oh! Death, death, death“ 
which ſtruck me with horror, and cauſed a chil- 
neſs in my very blood. There was no body to be 
| ſeen in the whole ſtreet, neither did any window 


open, for people had no curioſity, now, in any 
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caſe. I went on to paſs into Bell Alley, where 


there was a {till greater cry: I could hear wo- 
men and children run ſcreaming about the rooms 
like diſtracted perſons. It is ſcarcely credible, 
what dreadful caſes happened in particular fa- 
milies every day : people in the, rage of the dif- 
temper, or in the torment of the ſweiling, which 
was indeed intolerable, becoming raving and diſ- 
tracted, oftentimes laid violent hands upon them- 
| ſelves, or threw themſelves out of. the Wi 


or breaking out of the houſes, would iT 
| ked about the ſtreets, not knowing one ecſtaſy | 
from another : others, if not prevented, would 
run directly down to the river, and plunge into 
the water. Some died of mere grief, and ſome 
of fright and ſurpriſe, without having received 
the infection. It often pierced my very ſoul, to 
hear the groans and cries of thoſe who were thus 
| tormented. But the ſymptom of ſwelling was 
accounted the moſt promiſing particular, in the 
whole infection; for if theſe ſwellings could be 
brought to break and run, the patient generally 
recovered : whereas, thoſe who were ſtruck with 
death at the beginning of the diſtemper, and had 
ſpots come upon them, often went about toler- 
_ ably eaſy, till a little belgre they died, and ſong 
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till the moment they dropped down; ſuch would 
be taken fuddenly very ſick, and would run to 
ſome convenient place, or to their own houſes if 
poſſible, and there ſit down, grow faint, and die. 
The method the magiſtrates fell into, of locks 
ing up the doorgwof people's houſes, where aay 
had taxen the diſtemper, and ſetting watchmen . 
there night and day, to prevent any going eut+S' 
ſorcad the infection, looked hard and cruel, as, 
perh 


„ thoſe who were found in the family, 
mighf e eſcaped, if they had been removed 
from the ſick: but the public good . ſeemed to 
juſtify ſuch a conduct, and there was no obtain- 
ing the leaſt mitigation by any application to the 
magiſtrates. "This put people, who thought 
_ themſelves well, upon many ſtratagems to get 
out of their conſinement. Going out one morn— 
ing, I heard a great outcry, which prompting my 
curioſity, J inquired the cauſe ei a perſon who 
looked out of a window. A watchman had been | 
employed to watch at the door of a houſe which 

was infected and ſhut up; both himfelf and the 

_ day watchman, attended there a Gay and two 
nights. All this while no noiſe had been heard, 

nor lights ſcen in the houſe; neither had they 


called for any thing. It ſeems that, two or three 


— 3 en 
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days before, the dead-cart had ſtopped there, and 
a ſervant-maid had been brought down to the 
door dead, wrapped only in a rug, which the. 
buriers had put into the cart and carried away. 
The next day, the watchman heard great crying 
and ſcreaming in the houſe, which he ſuppoſed 
was occalioned.by fome of the family dying juſt. 
at that time ; upon which he knocked at the 
door a great while: at laſt one looked out, and 
faid with an angry, quick tone, and the ygice of 
one who was crying, «© What d'ye v ar 4 
He anſwered, “ I am the Watchman : How do 


« you do? The perſon replied, —“ Stop the 
& dead-cart.” This was about one o'clock ;. 


ſoon after, he ſtopt the dead-cart, and then 
knocked again, but no body anſwered. He con- 

tinued knocking, and the bell-man called ſeveral. 
times“ Bring out your dead „* but no body 
anſwered ; and the man who drove the cart, be- 
ing called to other houſes, would ſtay no longer, 

and drove away. In the morning, when the 
day watchmen came in, they knocked at the 

door a great while; but no body anſwering, they 

got a ladder, and one of them went up to the 

window, and looking into the room, he ſaw a 

woman lying dead upon the floor, in a diſmal 
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tuation: but though he called aloud, and knock- 
ed hard on the floor with his ſtaff, no body ſtirred 
or anſwered. This they made known to the 
magiſtrate, who ordered the houſe to be broke 
open, when no body was found in it, but that 
young woman; who having been infected, and 
paſt recovery, the reſt had left her to die by her- 
ſelf, and were every one gone, having found. 


ſome way to delude the watchman, and go out. 


ole cries and ſhrieks, which he heard, it 
was ſuppoſed, they were the paſſionate cries of 
the family, at the bitter parting, which to be 
ſure it was to them all; this being the ſiſter to 
the miſtreſs of the family. f 

« Many more inſtances might be given; hs 
theſe may ſuffice to thew:the deep diſtreſs of that 
day. Death did not now hover over every one's 
head only but. looked i into their houſes and cham- 
bers, and even ſtared in their very faces; and tho? 
there were ſome ſtupidity and dullneſs of mind, 
yet there was a great deal of juſt alarm ſounded 
in the inmoſt foul : many . conſciences were 
awakened ; many hard hearts melted ; many a 
penitent confeſſion was made of crimes long 


_ concealed. People might be heard, even 1n the 


| Areets, as we paſſed along, calling upon God for 
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mercy, through Jeſus Chriit z and ſaying 
« have been a the, “ I have been an adulterer” 
66:7 have been a muracrer”—and the like: and 
none durſt ſtop to make inquiry into ſuch things, 
or to adminiſter comfort to the poor creatures, . 
who, in the anguiſh both of ſoul and body, thus 
cried out. Many were the warnings that were 
then given by dying penitents, to others, not to put 
off and delay their repentance to a day of diſtreſs; 
that ſuch a time of calamity as this, was not the 
beſt time for repentance. I wiſh (ſays the Author) 
I could repeat the very found of-thoſe groans and 
exclamations, that I heard from ſome poor dying 
creatures, when in the height of théir agonies 
and diſtreſs; , and that I could make him wo 
reads this, hear as I imagine I now hear them 
for the ſound ſeems ſtill to ring in my ears. 
ce In the beginning of September, the number 
of burials increaſing, the Church- wardens of 
Aldgate Pariſh ordered a large pit to be dug, to 
hold all the dead which might die in a month: 
it was about forty ſeet long, and ſixteen broad. 
Some blamed the Church-wardens for ſuffering 
ſuch a frightful gulf to be dug; nevertheleſs, in 
two weeks, they had thrown more than eleven 
hundred bodies into it, when they were obliged 
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to fill it up, as the bodies were come within fix 


feet of the ſurface. My curioſity drove me to go 
and ſee this pit, when there had been near four 
hundred people buried in it. I got admittance into 
the Church- yard by means of the Sexton, who 
was a ſenſible, religious man. He would have 
perſuaded me not to go, ſaying, that 0 
Was, indeed, their duty to venture, and in it, 
« they might hope to be preſerved; but that, as 


c“ had no apparent call, he thought my curioſity 


&« could not juſtify my running that hazard.” — 
I told him, —“ I had been preited in my mind 79 
4 52; and that, perhaps, it might be an inſtruct- 
ce ing fight, “ Nay,” ſays the good man, “if 
& you will venture upon that ſcore, in the name of 
GO go in; it will be a ſermon to you; it may 


6 be the beſt that ever you heard in vour life.“ 


» 


his diſcourſe had ſhocked my reſolution, 
and I ſtood wavering for a good while z but juſt 
then I heard the bell-man, and the cart loaded 
with dead bodies appearing, I went in. There 
was no body that I could perceive at firſt, with 
the cart, but the buriers and the man who led 
the cart; but when they came to the pit, they 
ſaw a man muffled in a cloak, who appeared in 


great agony, The buriers immediately gathered. . _ 
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about him, ſuppoſing he was one of thoſe poor 
delirious or deſperate creatures, who would ſome- 
times run to the pit, wrapt in blankets, and 
throw themſelves in; and, as they ſaid, bury 
themſelves. When the buriers came to him, 
they ſoon found he was neither deſperate nor 
diſtempered in mind, but one oppreſſed with a 
dreadful weight of grief, having his wife and ſe- 
veral children all in the cart that was juſt come 
in with him, and he following in agony and ex- 
ceſs of ſorrow. He calmly defired the buriers 
to let him alone, and ſaid he would only ſee the 
bodies thrown in, and go away; ſo they left im- 
portuning him; but no ſooner was the cart 
turned round, and the bodies ſhot into the pit 
promiſcuoully, which was a ſurprile to him, for 
he at leaſt expected they would have been de- 
cently laid in, though indeed he was afterwards 
convinced that was impracticable; I ſay, no ſooner 
did he ſee this, but he cried out aloud, unable 
to contain himſelf, and fell down in a ſwoon. 
'The buriers ran to him, and took him. up, and 
when he came to himſelf, led him to a place 


where he was taken care of He looked into the 


Pit again, as he went away, but the buriers had 


covered the bodies ſo immediately, by throwing: 
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In earth, that nothing could be ſeen. The cart had 
init ſixteen or ſeventeen bodies. Some were wrapt 
up in linen ſheets, ſome in rugs, ſome were little 
otherwiſe than naked, or ſo looſely clad, that what 
covering they had fell from them, in the ſhooting 
out of the cart, and they fell quite naked among 
the reſt; but the matter was not much to them, 
or the indecency much to any one elſe, ſeeing 
they were to be huddled together into the com- 
| -mon grave of mankind; for here was no differ- 
rence made, but poor and rich went together. 
John Hayward, under-ſexton, grave-digger, 
and bearer of the dead, never had the diſtemper 
-at all, but lived about twenty years after it. His 
wife was employed to nurſe the infected people; 
yet ſhe herſelf never was infected. The only 
preſervative he uſed againſt the infection, was 
holding garlic and rue in his mouth, and ſmoak- 
ing tobacco; this account I had from himſelf. 
His wife's precaution was waſhing her head in 
vinegar, and ſprinkling her head-clothes ſo with 
it, as to keep them always moiſt; and if the 
' ſmell of any of thoſe ſhe waited on, was more 
than ordinarily offenſive, ſhe ſnuffed vinegar up 
her noſe, ſprinkled her head-clothes, and held an 
handkerchief wetted with it, to her mouth, 
I 


ES 


Lord, and he will repay it;“ 
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0 And here I muſt not omit mentioning the 
diſpoſition of the people of that day, with reſpect 


to their charity to the poor, which indeed was 


very large, both in a public and a private way. 
Some pious ladies were ſo zealous in this good 
work, and ſo confident in the protection of Pro- 
vidence, in the diſcharge of this great duty, that 
they went about diſtributing alms, and viſiting 
the poor families who were infected, in their 
very houſes, appointing nurſes and apothecaries 


to ſupply them with what they wanted. Thus 


giving their bleſſings to the poor, in ſubſtantial 
relief, as well as hearty prayers for them. I will 


not undertake to ſay, that none of theſe charita- 


ble people were ſuffered to die of the Plague; 


but this I may ſay, that I never knew that any of 


them did miſcarry in their pious work ; which 
I mention for the encouragement of others, 


in caſes of like diſtreſs. And doubtleſs, if 


* Give to the poor, lend to the 
thoſe who 
hazard their lives to give to the poor, and to 
comfort and aſſiſt them in ſuch a miſery as this, 


they that 


may hope to be protected therein. 


From the middle of Auguſt to the middle of 

September, the infection ſtill increaſed, and 
5 4 | | 
13 
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ſpread itfelf with an irreſiſtible power; and it 
was reckoncd that, during that time, there died 
no leſs than ſixteen hundred a day, one day with 
another. It was then that the confuſion and - 
terror were inexprèſſible; the courage of the peo- 
ple appointed to carry away the dead, began to 
fail them: the vigilance of the magiſtrates was 
now put to the utmoſt trial. At laſt the violence 
of the diſtemper came to ſuch a height, that the 
people ſat ſtill, looking at one another, and ſeemed 
quite abandoned to deſpair. In a word, people 
began to give themſelves up tc. a fear that there 
was nothing to be expected, but an univerſal de- 
ſolation. This deſpair made people bold and ven- 
turous; they were no more {hy of one another, as 
: expecting there was now no avoiding the diſtemper, 
but that all muſt go: this brought them to crowd 
into the Churches; they no longer inquired what 
-condition the people who ſat near them were in, 
'but came without the leaſt caution, and crowded 
together, as if their lives were of no conſequence, 
compared to the work which they were come 
about. Indeed, their zeal in coming, and the 
_ earneſtneſs and affectionate attention they ſhewed 
to what they heard, made it manifeſt what value 


people would put upon the worſhip of God, if 
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they thought every * they attended at the 
Church might be their laſt. 
c It was in the height of this deſpair, that it 
pleaſed God to ſtay his hand, and to flacken the 
violence of the contagion, in a manner as ſur- 
| priſing as that of its beginning; and which de- 
monſtrated it to be his own particular hand, 
above the raere agency of means. Nothing but 
Omntpotent Power could have done it: the con- 
tagion deſpiſed all medicine; death raged in 
every corner; and had it gone on as it did then, | 
a few weeks more would have cleared the town 
of all its inhabitants. In that very moment, 
when thirty thouſand were dead in three weeks, 
nay, when it was reported three thouſand had 
died in one night, and an hundred thouſand 
more were taken ſick; when we might well ſay, 
* Vain was the help of man,” —it pleaſed God 
to cauſe the force of the diſtemper to abate, and 
by his immediate hand to diſarm the enemy. 
It was wonderful! The phyſicians were ſur— 
priſed, wherever they viſited, to find their pa- 
tents better, and in a few days every body was 
recovering. Nor was this by any medicine found 
out, or any new method of cure diſcovered : but 


it was evidently from the ſecret inviſible hand 
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of HIM who had at firſt ſent this diſeaſe, as a 
judgment upon us. Let the philoſophers ſearch 
for reaſons in nature to account for it, and la- 
bour, as much as they will, to leſſen the debt 
they owe to their Maker; even thoſe phyſicians 
who had the leaſt ſhare of religion in them, 
were obliged to acknowledge that it was all ſu- 
pernatural. The ſtreets were now full of poor 
recovering creatures, who appeared very ſenſible, 
and thankful to God for their unexpected de- 
liverance: yet I muſt own, that as to the gene- 
rality of the people, it might too juſtly be ſaid 
of them, as was ſaid of the children of Iſrael, 
after they had been delivered from the Hoſt of 
Pharaoh ;o<-< They ſung his praiſe, but they 
4 ſoon forgot his works.“ 

The Author, who was preſerved e with 
his whole family, during the time of the ſickneſs, 
gives, in his memoirs, a particular account of the 
many reaſonings and fears which affected his 
mind, before he could come to a fixed concluſion, 
whether to ſtay and take his lot in the ſtation in | 
which God had placed him, or by leaving the 


city run the hazard of unſettling himſelf, and of 
loſing his effects, which lay ſcattered among 
the merchants. At the earneſt ſolicitations of 
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his brother, he had concluded to go, but being 
always croſſed in this deſign, by ſeveral accidents, 
it came, one morning, as he expreſſes it, very 
warmly in his mind, whether. theſe repeated diſ- 
appointments were not intimations to him, that it 
was the will of Heaven he ſhould not go; which 
was ſucceeded by a farther thought, that if this 
ſuggeſtion was from God, he was able effectually 
to preſerve him, in the midſt of all deaths and 
\ dangers that would ſurround him 3 and that if 
he attempted to ſecure himſelf, by fleeing from 
his habitation, and acting contrary to theſe inti- 
mations, which he believed to be divine, it was 1 
kindof flying from God, who could cauſe his juſtice 
to overtake him, when; and where he thought fit. 
But what finally fixed him in a reſolution to 
ſtay, and caſt himſelf entirely upon the pro- 
tection and good pleaſure of the Almighty, was 
the following corroborating circumſtance. At a 
time when his thoughts were more than com- 
monly ſerious upon this weighty ſubject, turning 
over the bible which lay before him, he cried 
out; Well, I know not what to do; Lord, 
« direct me l gat that juncture, happening 
to ſtop, he caſt his eye on the ſecond verſe of the 
giſt Pſalm, and read to the oth, as follows. 
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<T will ſay of the Lord, he is my refuge, and 
© and my fortreſs.; my God, in him will I truſt, 
* Surely he ſhall deliver thee from the ſnare of 
© the fowler, and from the noiſome peſtilence. 
<« He ſhall cover thee with his feathers, and 
under his wings ſhalt thou truſt : his truth ſhall 
cc be thy ſhield and buckler. Thou ſhalt not be 
«© afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow 
en that flieth by day; nor for the peſtilence that 

c walketh in darkneſs; nor for the deſtruction 

« that waſteth at noon-day. A thouſand ſhall 
ce fall at thy fide, and ten thouſand at thy right 
% hand; but it ſhall not come nigh thee. Only 
« with thine eyes ſhalt thou behold and ſee the 
© reward of the wicked. Becauſe thou haſt 
ce ds the Lord which 1s thy refuge, even the 
c moſt High, thy habitation, there ſhall no evil 
<c befal. thee, neither ſhall any plague come nigh 
< thy dwelling, &c. “ 


K 2 


— 
r Ge a 
L _ n — 


1 


rr — nl 
7 . . * 1 _ h 
r , : p 
— 6 © AO P 
* 


* 


$0ME 
FROM THE WRITINGS OP 
AGAINST THE 
dc. &c. &c, 


PIOUS Av EMINENT MEN, 
ENTERTAINMENTS or THE STAGE, 


a 


INTRODUCTION 


mY 


Pu 


Is this age of extreme refinement and pleaſur- 
able purſuits, it appears to be almoſt hopeleſs, and 
may by ſome be deemed preſumptuous, to attempt 
to draw the public attention to any ſtrictures, or 
to the ſentiments of any perſons whatever, againſt 
the favourite and much frequented Entertainments 
of the Stage. But as we live in times of free in- 
quiry, and when candid examinations of all opi- 
nions, decently advanced, are recommended, per- 
haps the following ſentiments of ſeveral great and 
good men, on the dangerous nature and tendency 
of dramatic amufements, may be peruſed wit 
ſome degree of patience and attention. As, from 
the weakneſs of the human mind, its attachment 
to ancient opinion, and reverence for authority, 
there is wiſdom an freely inveſtigating ſome long 
eſtabliſhed notions ; and the reſult has often been 
a diſſipation of error, and an eſtabliſhment of 
truth; ſo it is of equal, if not of ſuperior im- 
portance, to examine, with impartiality and care, 
many of our modes of practice, and | cabliihen 
indulgences in life. 
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There is the greater neceſſity for this ſcrutiny 
of conduct, becauſe action, more than ſpecula- 
tion, forms the character; and becauſe our 
paſſions, depravity, and love of the world, pecu- 
larly diſpoſe us to an attachment to pernicious _ 
and pleaſurable habits, ſupported by the authority 
and practice of numbers around us. 
Encouraged by theſe conſiderations, the com- 
Piler has ventured to introduce the ſentiments 
and teſtimonies of a few virtuous characters, 
- againit ſome indulgences, which at preſent meet 
with general approbation. The ſubject. is far 
From being here largely diſcuſſed ;, a few only of 
the moſt intereſting views of it, are ſimply ſpread 
before the reader: yet it is preſumed that, if 
Juſtly delineated, they are of ſuch importance as 
to claim the moſt ſerious attention. To ſuch an 
examination they are readily ſubmitted; under a 
hope that, if conviction of their propriety ſnould 
be the reſult, no attachment to former conduct, 
or preſent pleaſure, will preponderate againſt the 
dictates of conſcience, and that peace of mind, 
Which is, beyond all compariſon, a higher enjoy- 
ment than the moſt reſined amuſements of the 
world can beſtow. 
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ting us into the knowledge of human miſery, 
than an inquiry after the real cauſe of that per- 
petual hurry and confuſion, in which we paſs 
our lives. The ſoul is fent into the body, to be 
the ſojourner of a few days. She knows this 1s 


but a ſtop, till ſhe may embark for eternity; and 


that a ſmall ſpace is allowed her to prepare for 


the voyage. The main part of his ſpace is ra- 


viſhed from her by the neceſſities of nature; and 
but a ſlender pittance left to her own diſpoſal: 
and yet, this moment that remains, does ſo 
ſtrangely oppreſs and perplex her, that ſhe only 
ſtudies how to loſe it. She feels an intolerable 
burden, in being obliged to live with herſelf, and 


think of herſelf; and, therefore, her principal 


care is to forget herſelf, and to let this ſhort and 


precious moment paſs away without reflection, 


by being amuſed with things that prevent her no- 


tice of its ſpeed. This is the ground of all the 


tumultuary buſineſs, of all the trifling diverſions, 
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amongſt men; in which our general aim is to 
make the time paſs off our hands, without feeling | 
it, or rather without feeling ourſelves; and, by 
getting rid of this ſmall portion of life, to avoid 
that inward diſguſt and bitterneſs, which ws | 
ſhould not fail to meet with, if we found leiſure 
to deſcend into onx own breaſts. 

Having no infallible remedy againſt ignorance, 
miſery, and death, we imagine that, at leaſt, ſome 
reſpite, ſome ſhelter, may be found, by agreeing 
| to baniſh them from our Meditation. This is the 
only natural comfort which mankind have been 
able to invent under their numerous calamities, 
But a moſt miſerable comfort it proves; becauſe 
it does not tend to the removal of theſe evils, but 
only to the concealment of them for a ſhort ſea- 
ſon; and becauſe, in thus concealing them, it 
hinders us from applying ſuch proper means as 
would remove them. Thus, by a ſtrange revolu- 
tion in the nature of man, that grief and inward 
diſquiet which he dreads as the greateſt of ſenſible 
evils, is, in one reſpect, his greateſt good; becauſe 
it might contribute, more than all things beſides, 
to the putting of him in a ſucceſsful method of re- 
covery. On the other hand, his diverſions, which 
he ſeems to prize as his ſovereign good, are in- 
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deed his greateſt evil; becauſe they are of all things 
the moſt effectual in making him negligent under 
| his diſtemper: they do but amuſe and beguile him; 
and, in the concluſion, lead him down blindfold 
into the grave. It is indeed one of the miracles of 
Chriſtianity, that by reconciling man to God, it re- 
ſtores him to his own good opinion; that it makes 
im able to bear the fight of himſelf; and in ſome 
caſes, renders ſolitude and ſilence more agreeable 
khan all the intercourſe and action of mankind. 
Nor is it by fixing man in his own perſon, that theſe 
wonderſul effects are produced; it is by carrying 
him to God, and by ſupporting him under the 


ſenſe of his miſeries, with the hopes of an aſſured. 


* 


and complete deliverance in a better life. 


n.. 


FROM THE PRINCE OF CONTI. 


«Tyr call which men have for diverſion, 
is not by far ſo great as is thought, and it conſiſts 
more in imagination, or in cuſtom, than in a real 
neceſſity. Thoſe who are employed in bodily la- 

bour, have only need of a bare ceſſation from it. 
Thoſe who are employed in affairs toilſome to 
the mind, and but little laborious to the body, 
have need to recollect themſelves from that diſ- 
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poſition which thoſe ſort of employments natu- 
rally cauſe, and not to diſſipate themſelves yet | 
more, by diverſions which extremely engage the 
mind. It is a jeſt to fancy that one has need to 
paſs three hours in filling the mind with follies at 
a play. Thoſe who find in themſelves this need, 
ought to look on it, not as a natural weakneſs, 
but as a vice of cuſtom, which they mult cure by 
ſerious employment.” | 
« If the ſoul abandon itſelf to falſe . 
ſures, it loſes the reliſh of ſpiritual ones, and 
finds nothing but diſguſt for the Word of God. 
When one feeds himfelf with the vain pleaſures 


of the world, the ſpiritual ſenſes become ſtupif- 
ed, and incapable of reliſhing, or underſtanding, 
the things of God. Now, among the pleaſures 
of the world, which extinguiſh the love of the 
word of God, it may be ſaid, that plays and ro- | 
mances hold the firſt rank; becauſe there is no- 
thing more oppoſed to truth; and the Spirit of 
God, being a. ſpirit of nuth, can have no par 


with the vanities of the world.” 


ce Plays and romances not only indiſpoſę 
the ſoul for all acts of religion and piety; but 
they give it a diſguſt, in ſome meaſure, to ad 


* . 
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ſerious and ordinary actions. As nothing is re- 
preſented in them but gallantries, or extraordi- 
nary adventures, and the diſcourſes are far diſtant 
from ſuch as are uſed in ſerious affairs, one in- 
ſenſibly takes from them a romantic diſpoſition 
of mind: the head is filled with heroes and he- 
roines z and women, ſceing the adorations which 
in them are given to their ſex, have that ſort of 
life ſo much impreſſed on their minds, that the 
affairs of their family and of common life, be- 
come inſupportable to them; and when they re- 
turn to their houſes, with minds thus evaporated 
and filled with theſe follies, they find every thing 
there difagreeable, and eſpecially their huſbands, 
who, being taken up with their affairs, are not 
always in the humour of paying them thoſe ridi- 
culous complaiſances which are given to women 


in plays, in romances, and in the romantic life.” 


«© 'Thoſe deceive themſelves extremely, 
who think that plays make no ill impreſſion on 
them, becauſe they do not find them excite any 
formed evil deſire.— There are many degrees be- 
fore one comes to an entire corruption of mind; 
and it is always extremely hurtful to the ſoul, to 
deſtroy the ramparts which ſecured it from temp- 
tation. | | 5 
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« One does not begin to fall when the fall be- 
comes ſenſible ; the fallings of the ſoul are flow, 
they have preparations and progreſſions; and it 
often happens, that we are overcome by tempta- 
tions, only by our having weakened ourſelves in 
| occaſions which ſeemed-of no importance : it be- 
ing certain, that he who deſpiſes little things, 
ſhall fall by little and little.“ | 
«It muſt not be imagined that the wicked 


maxims, of which plays are full, are not hurtful, 


| becauſe people do not go there to form their ſen- 
timents, but to divert themſelves ; for they do not 
fail of making impreſſions, notwithſtanding, with- 
out being perceived.—For inſtance, the opinion 
that the chimera of honour is ſo great a good, that 
it muſt be preſerved, even at the expence of life, 
is what produces the brutal rage of the gentlemen 
of France. If thoſe who fight a duel were never 
| ſpoken of but as fools and madmen—as indeed 
they are; if that phantom of honour which is 
their idol, were never repreſented but as a chi- 
mera and a folly; if care were taken never to 
form any image of revenge, but asof a mean and 
cowardly action; the reſentment which men feel 
upon an affront would be infinitely weaker ; but 
that which exaſperates and renders-it the more 
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lively, is the falſe impreſſion, that there is co- 
wardice in bearing an affront. Now, it cannot 
be denied that plays, which are full of theſe evil 
maxims, do greatly contribute to fortify that im- 
preſſion; becauſe the mind being by them tranſ- 
ported, and entirely out of itſelf, inſtead of cor- 


recting thoſe ſentiments, abandons itſelf to them 


without reſiſtance, and delights to feel the mo- 


tions they inſpire, which diſpoſe it to produce the 


like upon occaſion.“ 


* God does not impute to us the cold- 


neſs which proceeds from the withdrawing of his. 
light, or merely from the heavineſs of this body; 


but, no doubt, he imputes to us that to which 


we have contributed by our negligence, and our 


vain diverſions. It is his will that we ſhould 
eſteem nothing ſo much as the gracious gift 
which he has made us of his love ; and that 
we ſhould be careful to preſerve it by giving it 
nouriſhment.. This command he has intimated 
to us in the perſons of the prieſts in the ancient 
law, whom he ordains always to maintain. the 
fire on the altar, and to take care to put wood 
upon it, every day in the morning. This altar 


is the heart of man, and every Chriſtian is 


the prieſt; who ought to be careful to nouriſh 
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the fire of charity on the altar of his heart, by 
putting wood every day upon it; that is to ſay, 
maintaining it by the meditation of divine things, 
and by exerciſcs of piety. Now, if thoſe who go 
to plays have yet any ſenſe of piety, they cannot 
diſown that plays deaden, and tend to entirely 
extinguiſh devotion; ſo that they ſhould not 
doubt, God judges them extremely guilty, for 
having made ſo little account of his love, 
that inſtead of nouriſhing and endeavouring to 
_ augment it, they have not feared to extinguiſh 
it by their vain diverſions; and that he will im- 
pute to them as a great ſin, the abatement or the 
loſs of their love to him. For if a diſſipation of 
the goods of the world and of earthly riches, by 
luxury and gaming, is no little ſin, what muſt 

be judged of a diſſipation of the goods of grace, 
and of that precious treaſure the ſcripture ſpeaks 
of, which we ought to purchaſe, by the loſs 7 
all the goods, and all the pleaſures of this life ?” 


_— 
——_— 
— 


FROM CHIEF JUSTICE HALE. | 
© Beware of too much recreation. Some bo- 
dily exerciſe is neceſſary, for ſedentary men efpe- 
cially; but let it not be too frequent, nor too 
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long. Gaming, taverns, and plays, as they are 


pernicious, and corrupt youth, ſo, if they had no 


other fault, they are juſtly to be declined, in re- 


ſpect of their exceſſive expence of time, and ha- 
bituating men to idleneſs and vain thoughts, and 
diſturbing paſſions and ſymptoms, when they are 
paſt, as well as while they are uſed.” 


rr 


CLARK R, in his eſſay on ſtudy, ſpeaking of 


plays and romances, ſays, ———* By what I have 


„ ſeen of them, they are generally very indiſ- 
& creetly and fooliſhly written, in a way proper to 
recommend vanity and wickedneſs, rather than 
&« diſcredit them; they have a ſtrong tendency 
c to corrupt and debauch the mind with filly, 
© miſchievous notions of love and honour, and 
.* other things relating to the conduct of life.” 


ür 


4 


AxchBIsHor TILLoTs od, on the ſubject of 
ays, ſays, 


© They are intolerable, and not 


fit to be permitted in a civilized, much leſs 2 


ce Chriſtian nation: they do moſt notoriouſly mi- 
*{ niſter to vice and infidelity : by their profane- 


de neſs, they are apt to inſtil bad principles into 


1 
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1 
| 
1 
| 

| 


210 EXT RACTS, &c. 


te the minds of men, and to leſſen that awe and 
© reverence which all men ought to have of God 
« and religion; and by their lewdneſs, they 
« teach vice, and are apt to infect the minds of 
ec men, and diſpoſe them to lewd and difloute 


“ practices,” 


THE FOLLOWING ARE TAKEN FROM THE WORXS 
OF WILLIAM LAW. : ; 

— Tax pleaſures and. diverfions of peo- 
ple are certain means for judging of the ſtate 
of their minds: nothing can pleaſe or affe cl 
us, but what is according to our nature, and 
which finds ſomething within us that is ſuitable 
to itſelf, Had we not inward difpofitions of 
tenderneſs and compaſſion, we ſhould not find 
ourſelves ſoftened with miſerable objects. In 
like manner; had we not in our nature lively 
ſeeds of thoſe diſorders which are acted upon the 
ſtage ; were there not ſome inward corruption, | 
that finds itſelf gratified by the irregular paſſions 
that are there repreſented, we ſhould find no 
more pleaſure in the ſtage, than blind men find 
in pictures. If impure- ſpeeches, if wanton 
amours, if wild paſſions, and immoral rant, can. 
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give us any delight, is it not paſt all doubt, that 
we have ſomething of all theſe diſorders in our 
nature? C and that we nouriſh and Arengthen them 
by thoſe gratifications ? : 
« You own that God has called you 
to great purity of converſation z that you are 
forbid all fooliſh diſcourſe, and filthy fefting, as 
expreſsly as you are forbid ſwearing 3 and that 
you are told, to let no corrupt communication proceed 
out of your mouth ; and yet you go to a houſe of 
corrupt communication; you hire perſons to en- 
tertain you with ribaldry, profaneneſs, rant, and 


impurity of diſcourfe, who are to preſent you 
with poifonous ſentiments, and lewd. imagina- 
tions, dreſſed up in elegant language, and to make 
wicked, vain, and impure diſcourſe more lively and 
delightful, than you could poſſibly have it in any 
ill company. Is not this ſinning with a high 
hand, and groſsty offending againſt the plaineſt | 
5 precepts of ſcripture : —_ 

« There is no d Kräne Pu our bleſſed 
Sailor that more concerns all Chriſtians, or is 
more eſſential to their ſalvatian, than this 
* Blefſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall 
« ſee God.” Now, take the ſtage in its beſt 
ſtate, when ſome admired tragedy is upon it 3 
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are the extravagant paſſions of diſtracted lovers, 
the impure ravings of inflamed heroes, the joys 
and torments of love, and refined deſcriptions of 
luſts—are the indecent actions, the amorous 
tranſports, the wanton addreſs of the actors, 
which make ſo great a part of the moſt ſober 
and modeſt tragedies— are theſe things conſiſtent 
with this Chriſtian doctrine of purity of heart?“ 

“ As prejudices, . the force of. educa- 

tion, the authority of numbers, the way of the 
world, the example of great names, may make 
people believe; ſo the ſame cauſes may make peo- 
ple act, againſt all ſenſe and reaſon, and be 
guilty of practices which are utterly inconſiſtent ä 
with the purity of their religion.“ 

All people who enter into theſe houſes 
of entertainment, or contribute. the ſmalleſ: 
mite towards them, muſt. look on - . themſelves, 
as having been, ſo far, friends to the moſt 
powerful inſtruments of ſenſuality; and to be 
guilty of contributing to an open and public ex- 
erciſe of ſplendid impurity and profaneneſs. 

When we encourage any good deſign, either 
with our conſent, our money, or preſence, we 
are apt to take a great deal of merit to ourſelves; 
we preſently conclude that we are partakers ot 
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211 that is good and praiſe-worthy in it, of all the 
benefit that ariſes from it, becauſe we are contri- 
butors towards it. A man does not think that 
he has no ſhare in ſome public charity, becauſe 
he is but one in ten thouſand that contributes to- 
wards it; (or becauſe it would go forauard, without 
his contribution ; ) but if it be a religious charity, 

and attended with great and happy effects, his 

conſcience tells him, that he is a ſharer of all that 
great good to which he contributed. Now, let 
this teach us how we ought to judge of the guilt 
of encouraging any thing that is bad, either with 


our conſent, our' money, or our preſence. We 


muſt not conſider how much our fingle part con- 
tributes towards it, how much leſs we contribute 
th#h ſeveral thouſands of other people, (nor that 
the work would go forward, if we did not at all con- 
tribute to it;) but we muſt look at the whole 
thing in itſelf; and whatever there is of evil in 
it, or whatever evil ariſes from it, we muſt charge 
ourſelves with a ſhare of the whole guilt of ſo 
great an evil.” | | | 


« People of faſhion and quality have 
great advantage above the vulgar ; their con- 
dition and education give them a livelineſs and 


brightneſs of parts, from whence one might 
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juſtly expect a more exalted virtue. How comet 
it then, that we ſee as ill morals, as little religi- 
ous wiſdom, and as great diſorders among them, 
as among the moſt rude, uneducated part of the 
world? It is becauſe the extreme politeneſs of their 
tives, their courfeof diverſions and amuſements,and their 
way of ſpending their time, as much extinguiſh the 


wiſdom and light of religion, as the groſſneſs and 


ignorance of the dulleſt part of the world. —Any 
Way of life that darkens our minds, that miſemploys 
our underſianding, that fills us with a trifling ſpirit, 
that diſorders our paſſions, that ſeparates us from the 
Fpirit of God, is the ſame certain road to deſtruc- 
tion, whether it ariſe from ſtupid ſenſuality, rude 
Ignorance, or polite pleaſures. Had any one, 
therefore, the power of an apoſtle, or the tongue 
of an angel, it would be well employed, in ex- 
poſing, and difſuading from, thoſe ways of life, 
which wealth, corruption, and extreme politeneſs, | 
have brought among us. We indeed only call 
them diverſions ; but they do the whole work 
.of idolatry and infidelity, and fill people with io 
much blindneſs and hardneſs of heart, that they 
neither live by wiſdom, nor feel the want of it, 
but are content to play away their lives with 
ſcarce any attention to the approaching ſcencs 
of death, judgment, and eternity.“ 


CONCLUSIVE ADDRESS to the READER. 


— . 


—— — 


Ir muſt be evident to every ſober and unpre- 
judiced mind, that the ſentiments of theſe vir 
tuous and enlightened men, on the corrupting 
influence, and the fatal amuſements, of the 
theatre, merit the moſt ſerious and attentive con- 
ſideration: and to ſome minds, it is apprehended, 
they will appear to be ſoiid and awakening re- 
flections. . 

If it be true, that many profane, indecent, and 
üirreligious ſentiments are to be found in the 
works of dramatic writers, and theſe ſentiments 
coloured with the ſofteſt names, and recom- 
mended on the ſtage by the moſt captivating 
characters and action z—if the ſenſes and imagi- 
nation are ſo charmed with the elegance of the 
ſcenery, the richneſs of the dreſſes, the power of 
the. muſic, the addreſs of the performers, and the 


-gaiety and ſplendour of the whole ſurrounding 


ſcene, as to deprive the mind of ſober reflection, 
and agitate it too much for receiving benefit from 


moral and rational inftruction;—if theſe paſſionate | 


4 
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and faſcinating exhibitions injure the delicacy of 
our beſt feelings, and gradually weaken our ab- 
horrence of immoral indulgences if they fre- 
quently break down the ramparts of our virtue, 
and lay us open to the inroads and government 
of vice and folly if they chiefly addreſs the 


inferior powers of our nature, our ſenſes, imagi- 


1 nation, and paſſions, and regale them with ſuch 


high-ſeaſoned enjoyments, as too often vitiate our 
moral taſte, and not only indiſpoſe, but give us a 
diſguſt to every compoſition that is not much re- 
fined, and eſpecially to the Holy Scriptures, and 
thoſe ſober and religious ſtudies and engagements, 
which form the great duties of life, and promote 
our happineſs here and hereafter ; if the per- 
ſons who attend theſe places of diverſion, do 
neither look for, nor receive, any ſerious impreſ- 
ſions from them, but, on the contrary, often find 
their minds enervated, and accompanied with a 
vain and romantic ſpirit z—if they occupy, in 
the peruſal and exhibition, in the preparation for 
them and languor after them, ſo much of our 
precious time, as to prevent us from attending 
to neceſſary and important concerns; and thus 
alſo ſuperinduce habits of indolence and diſſipa- 


tion z—if they abound with flattering pictures 
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of the world, and preſent, to the youthful mind 
eſpecially, ſuch highly finiſhed and captivating 


views of human life and happineſs, as are ſeldom 


or never realized; and hence, beſides an averſion 


or indifference to the ordinary duties and affairs of 


mankind, not unfrequently produce deep anxiety, 


_ diſappointment, and diſcontent through time i —f 


it be of importance to preſerve the principles and 
manners of the riſing generation pure and untaint- 
ed, to prevent them from being governed by their 


imagination and paſſions, and to encourage in 


them modeſty, humility, moderation, and a re- 


yerence for piety and virtue z—if religion and 


goodneſs muſt be ſupported by conſtant care and 
vigilance, and our preſervation from evil depends 


on our avoiding temptations, and praying daily for 
Divine aſſiſtance againſt it ;—if many great and 


good men have borne public teſtimony againſt 


the - pernicious tendency of theſe amuſements ; 


and if numbers of ſerious and worthy characters 


of all denominations, have been convinced of the 
evils connected with them , and thought it their 
duty to avoid and diſcourage the attendance and 
ſupport of them ;—if Chriſtianity teaches us to 


conſider ourſelves as ſtrangers and pilgrims, tra- 


velling towards a better country; and admoniſhes 
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us not to love the world, nor to be conformed to 


its vain cuſtoms and faſhions, but to be tranſ- 


formed by the renewing of our minds, and to 
maintain a ſteady ſelf-denial againſt the luſt of 
the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of 
life :—if theſe are the common effects and conſe- 


quences of dramatic entertainments, and truths 


which cannot fairly be controverted, can we heſi- 
tate to acknowledge, that they are of the higheſt 


moment, and that it is incumbent upon us not 
to expoſe our principles and virtue to the influence 
of temptations, which are the more dangerous, as 
they are highly pleaſing, little ſuſpected, and ſel- 
dom oppoſed? 

What advantages can they yield us, that will 
compenſate for the loſs or hazard of intereſts ſo im- 
portant? All the pleaſures, and all the refinements 
which their warmeſt votaries have ever found in 
them, are indeed a poor recompenſe for the cor- 
ruption, extravagance, and miſery which they 
have too frequently ſown the ſeeds of, and Pro- 
duced in human life. 

I becomes us then, as rational beings, as 
Chriſtians, who are called to renounce the vani- 
ties of this tranſient precarious ſtate, and who. 
have a permanent and better world in view, to 
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aſſert the dignity of our nature, and to act con- 
formably to the importance of our deſtination. 


A few fleeting years will bring us all to the verge 


of an awful ſcene, when the vain diverſions and 


paſtimes, which are now ſo highly prized, will 


appear in their true light, a moſt lamentable 


abuſe of that precious time and talent with which 


ve have been entruſted, for the great purpoſe of 


working out our ſoul's ſalvation. At that ſolemn 


period, the great buſineſs. of Religion, a pious 
and virtuous life, dedicated to the love and ſer= 
vice of God, will appear of ineſtimable value, 


and in the higheſt degree worthy of the concern 


and purſuit of reafonable beings. Happy will it 
be for us, if we become wiſe in time, take up 
the croſs to all enſnaring pleaſures, for the few 
remaining days of our lives, and ſteadily perſe- 
vere, under-the Divine Aid, in fulfilling the vari- 
ous duties aſſigned us, and in making ſuitable re- 
turns to the Author of all good, for the unmerited 


| bleſſings which he hath bountifully beſtowed. 


upon us. In theſe exalted employments, we ſhall 
experience the nobleſt pleaſure, and feel no want 
of empty and injurious entertainments, to occupy 
our minds, or to fill up our time. In the ſcenes 


and productions of nature, and in the uſeful 
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works of art; in the faithful narratives of human 
life, and the deſcriptions of intereſting objects; 
in the endearments of ſocial and domeſtic inter- 
courſe; in acts of charity and benevolence and 
in the pleaſing reflections of an upright and ſelf. 
approving mind, we ſhall perceive alſo abundant 
ſources of innocent refreſhment and true cheer- 


fulneſs, as well as the means of enlarging our un- 


derſtandings, and improving our hearts. 

May thoſe perſons, therefore, who have doubts 

reſpecting the propriety of indulging themſelves 
in theatrical amuſements, and, indeed, may all 
who read theſe lines, ſeriouſly confider the hazard 
of ſuch indulgences, and give the ſubject that at- 
tention which its importance demands. May thoſe 
eſpecially, who are convinced of their dangerous 
nature and tendency, reject with abhorrence the- 
ſolicitations of appetite and pleaſure, and the fal⸗ 
lacious reaſonings which are often adduced in 
their ſupport. May we never be impoſed on by 
the common, but deluſive fentiments, that moral 


and religious improvement is to be acquired from 


ſuch impure mixtures; and that the literary 
merit, and accurate knowledge of the human 
aft heart, which are diſplayed in many parts of drama- 
=” tic works, will atone for the fatal wounds which 
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innocenee, delicacy, and religion, too frequently 
ſuffer from theſe performances. But being con- 
vinced that depraved nature will ever ſelect what 
15 moſt: congenial to itſelf ; and that the pleaſures 
derived from refined compolition, and the exhi- 


bitions of taſte and elegance, may be purchaſed 
at too dear a rate, let us reſolutely and unitormly 


oppoſe what we believe to be evil, however it 


: may be arrayed; and do our utmoſt to dif- 


courage, by our example and influence, thoſe 


powerful and deſtructive engines of diſlpation, | 


profancneſs, and corruption, 


THE END. 
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